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DAY Tut FIRST. 


My Arrival at Paris. My firft Acquaintance ia that 


Capital. 


* AM now a ſecond time at Paris on e 


—— 5 my travels. Six Fears ago I made my 
I 3 4. firſt journey to tha: capital, where I 
PL $ reſided only fifteen days. 


i 2 After {pending five good years in re- 


4. 


2 


fle&ing upon the follics I committed. 


during theſe two weeks, I have come to the reſolu- 
tion of publiſhing an account of them, for the in- 
ſtruction of my poor countrymen, whom I have the 
mortification to find treading in my ſteps.---After 
the expiraiyon of a laftrum, I now behold this capi- 
Stal with ve diterent _—_ from thoſe which I for- 
merly 
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merly viewed it.---I was then ſcarce eighteen, arid I 
hope, for the fake of my honour, that the reader 
will keep thts circumſtance in mind during the pe- 
ruſal of every line of the following moſt humble 
confeſſion. 

In 170... I fet out from London, with the 
train, the equipage, and the diſpoſition of the gene- 
rality of our unfledged ſtarlings, i. e. with a good 
carriage, two Englith footmen, a valet de chambre 
of Provence, and letters of credit to a conſiderable 
amount, the produce of which was deſtined to defray 
the expences of my whole tour, which was deſ:gned 
to include ſeveral of the principal States in Europe 
but unluckily I began with France, and my money 
only ſerved me to make me be treated like an 
Engliſh Lord for a very ſhort time, by ali the courte- 
zans, knights of induftry, Savoyard porters, and 
hangers on 1 of all denominations in the capital. 

On my arrival at Calais, I met Mr. S----. After 
hiring a valet to ſerve as interpreter, which is uſual- 
ly done in order to ſupply the Engliſh ſervants want 
of ſkill in the language of the country, we took _ 
road to Paris. Notwichſtanding the addreſs and a 
ſurance of my valet de chambre, I enlarged my train 
with one of theſe pcople, who brought us without 
any accident to the Hotel of P. R. in the Faux- 
bourg St. Germain. 

This houſe had been recommended to me at Ca- 
lais, by the Sieur Deſaint, as the place where all the 
nobility of our nation tool: up their reſidence, and 
the only Hotel proper for a man who travelled in a 
Berline, and had twelve thouſand pounds in his 
pocket - book. 

My vanity had opened a large pair of ears, and 
. I had every diſpoſition to become a dupe 


* Provence valets are remarkable for their addreſs 
#nd genius ſor intrigue. ; 
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to the pomp and vogue of a ready-furniſhed Hotel. 
The Sieur Bearn, the moſt civil and courteous of 
landlords, came to receive me on alighting from my 
carriage. From that moment he gilded the pill with 
a politeneſs fo ſubmiſſive, which bore the ſtamp of fo 
ſtriking diſintereſtedneſs, that I had reaſon to be- 
lieve myſelf in the houſe of the moſt obliging, if 
not the moſt noneſt man in France. So great was 
my infatuation, that like Moliere's Bourgeois Gen 
tilbemme, I would with pleaſure have given him a 
guinea for every bow he played off againſt me. 
They followed one another ſo rapidly, and in ſuch 
numbers, that he would have emptied my purſe, 
even ſooner than the journeyman-taylor exhauſted 
Mr. Jourdain's. 

Mine hoft, his head bowed, his body half bent, 
and a flambeau in his hand, walked before me 
with the moſt profound reſpect, he uſher'd me into 
a handſome and ſpacious apartment on the firſt 
ſloor ; and after having made me remark its ele- 
gance and convenience, informed me that I ſhould 
pay for it no more than forty /ois-4"or per month. 
To this propoſal he joined a catalogue of all the 
Englith Peers who had been content to hire it on 
the ſame terms, and concluded with a hint equally 
artful and flattering, of the gratuities he had re- 
ceived from his gueſts, as a teſtimony of their appro- 
bation of his ſervices; and which, at parting, they 
had added to fo moderate a price as he had charged 
them. LI was too oftentatious, and too ignorant, to 
contradict the knaviſh landlord. I therefore re- 
mained in poſſeſſion of the firſt floor, and mine hoſt 
in a certainty of forty. /ouis-d"or per month, with- 
aut reckoning the ſpeculations he before-hand 
grounded on my kitchen, my equipage, and all the 
extravagancies I had every appearance of commit- 
ting during my ſtay, TS 
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After paſſing the night in a deep ſleep, 3 ng- 


ly token up with agrecable dreams, excited by - a 
foretaſte or the pleaſures of Paris, I was awaked by 
one of the two occaſional valets, added to my train 
by the careful foreſight of the Sieur Bearn.---This 
fellow informed me that Doctor *** had already 
been there with an intention to pay me his reſpects, 
and had enquired with the moſt tender ſolicitude 
after the ſtate of my health; but that he might not 
interrupt my ſlumbers, he had put off his viſit till 
noon. It was then, at moſt, only ten o'clock in 
the forenoon. I was not acquainted with the Doc- 
tor, and I could not eaſily gueſs how he could be 
intereſted for a perſon, of whoſe exiſtence he muſt 
have been entirely ignorant fifteen hours before. 
However, I reſolved to wait for a man who was ſo 
ready to prevent me with his politeneſs : I promiſed 
myſelf, perhaps, ſome advantage from his ac- 
quaintance, or at leaſt ſome ſallies of wit worthy 
that ſpirit of levity which diſtinguiſhes the nation 1 

had come to make the firſt ſubject of my ſtudy. 

I waited for him then; and during the two hours 
which paſſed till his return, I was peſtered by a 
multitude of retzilers of both ſexes, mountebanks, 
taylors, maiters of languages, and dancing-maſters. 
Unbroken then to the train and uſages of the 
world, the only conſequence I drew from all thoſe 
intereſted viſits, was attacking to my perſon a ſtu- 
pid importance, which could only be the delirium 
of my youth and vanity :---at laſt the Doctor ap- 
peared, and came to fortify this ſentiment. 

I ſhall be ſomewhat particular in my deſcription 
of this perſonage, becauſe he had a great ſhare in 
all the extravagancies Which ſignalized my entrance 
into the world. 

Let the reader ſigure to himſelf a phyſiognomy, 
in which 1s painted a mixture of effrontery that. 
might at firſt be taken for an open aſſurance, with a 

{miic, 
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ſmile, which, to a ſuperficial view, expreſſes an of- 
ficious zeal, tempered with reſpe&, but in which it 
is eaſy ſoon to diſtinguiſh the ſtupid and affected 
politeneſs of a ſubaltern and witleſs ſharper ; a di- 
minutive head, enveloped by two curls, as thick as 
an arm, and fifteen inches in length, which begin- 
ning at the eyebrows, deſcend in a circumflex direc- 
tion three inches below the ears, and again join be- 
hind the pole of the neck, where they form an 
enormous volume ;---the whole fleeked and poma- 
tumed in the moſt extravagant manner, and ſervin 

as a ſhell to a nucleus, which muſt be carefully 
ſought for in the edifice of this ample fi/zre.---It 
is true that this at laſt may be diſcovered, but in 
vain would we look into it for learning and brains, 

The periwigged head I have juſt deſcribed, is 
ſupported by a body, the figure of which reſembles 
a vine prop, tapering towards the top, and the 
limbs thickening as they deſcend ; the whole form- 
ing a figure of about ſeven Engliſh feet ;---this 
machine was cloathed in a ſuit, the affected taſte of 
which, announced, at leaſt, a Marquis. A ſword 
of exceſſive length beat againſt the parts which ought 
to have been occupied by the calves of his legs; his 
hand was large, and garniſhed at the extremity with 
long emaciated fingers, ridiculouſly loaded with 
rings of ſome value, which I have fince been in- 
formed were preſents made him by ſome of my 
opulent countrymen, for the ſervices he had done 
them ;---of what nature theſe were, I ſhall have an 
opportunity afterwards to explain. 

The jingling of twenty trinkets, announced to 
me from the anii-chamber, the approach of ſome- 
thing which ought to refemble a mule, but in fact 
had only moral relations to the family of that ani- 
mal.---Such was the Doctor's exterior. After giv- 
ing me a detail of his qualifications, and annour:c- 
ing himſelf as a member of the faculty, I _— 
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help recollecting that I had been previouſly in- 
forme4 in England, that on my arrival in France, I 
would find every thing ſingular and elegant, rather 
than rational and protound, I made the brilliant 
Eſculapius fit down, and preſented him with a diſh 
of tea, which I had ſtill before me, while I waited 
with impatience for his explaining the motive of his 
VL:t, 

The Doctor ſpoke Engliſh fluently, but his ac- 
cent was not pure: 1 immediately concluded him 
to be an Iriſhman, and he ſoon let me know that I 
was not miſtaken.---After the compliments uſual 
on a firſt acquaintance, and ſome general offers of 
ſervice, he went on thus---** My Lord, in all pro- 
« bability, intends to make tome ſtay in this capi- 
tal. -Noblemen of his age come hither in {carch 
« of plcaſure, and they are ſeldom diſappointed ; 
« but it is eſſential to aſſociate with company that 
«© may be depended on, and too much delicacy 
cannot be uſed in the choice. It is lkewiſe ne- 
äceſſary to acquire, at leaſt, a tincture of the lan- 
% guage.---I ſhould think myſelf infinitely ho- 
„ noured could I deſerve enough of his Lordſhip's 
% confidence, to induce him to refer himſelf to me 
upon theſe matters.“ 

After this obliging preface, he entertained me 
with a lift of all the noblemen and pentlemen of. 
England, with whom he had formed a connection: 
I recollected the names of many of my relations, 
allies, and friends.---'This gave our converſation 
more warmth.---He then ſpoke to me of their gra- 
titude and liberalities---He even diſplayed before 
me a number of jewels and portraits, which he ca'!- 
ed the precious remembrances of his dear fricnds--- 
My Lord Such-a-one---Sir ſuch-a-one---and Mr. 
ſuch- a- one. -Seduced by thoſe pledges of their 
fricadſhip for him, and the warmth of his offers, I 
inſenſibly found myſelf diſpoſed to adinit him into 

| my 
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my confidence, and to regulate my conduct by his 
advice in the unknown country upon which I was 
caſt. I therefore intreated him to accept a dinner 
with me: To which he replied,---that he would 
break an important engagement in order to do me 
that pleaſure, and retired with an aſſurance that he 
would ſoon return to keep me company. 
S8 carxce had the Doctor turned his back, when my 
interpreter, and the two occaſional lacqueys pro- 
vided for me by the maſter of che houſe, came to 
ſing has praiſes in chorus. They exhauſted them- 
ſelves in encomiums on a perſon who ſo effettually 
mingled the uſeful with the agreeable. All this 
was uttered with ſo little affectation, and ſo much 
addreſs, that the evidence of facts would have been 
neceſſary to perſuade me that the panegyriſts had 
intelligence with the aint. A young fellow of 
eighteen never can divine that intriguers in /oc#s 
urchaſe reputation from rogues in /verp.---The 
diſcourſe of this eloquent lacgucy-Hocd turned, at 
leaſt, as much upon the parties of pleaſure the 
Doctor had formed, as on the cures he had wrought. 
It is true, the laſt were pretty frequently conſe- 
quences of the firit. 

Mean time I digeſted my breakfaſt, indolently 
peruſing the Stranger's Guide, or the Almanack of 
Paris, while Mr. Toupee was giving my head the 
turn a /a Franceiſe, and exhauſting the profound 
art of hair-drefling.---This uſeful occupation took 
up two hours of my time, and conſumed part of 
that employed by the Doctor upon his viſits in the 
neighbourhood. 

The Engliſh arrive in crouds in the Fauxbourg St. 
Germain, and not an individual comes thither with 
any appearance of diſtinction who eſcapes his at- 
tention.---Luckily he never undertakes to preſcribe 


for any diſtempers whoſe conſequences. might be 
mortal, 
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mortal, and for the cure of which a great deal of 
medical {kill is requiſite,---I have even obſerved, 


now J am forced from my prejudices in his favour, 


that he dextrouſly evades undertaking whatever 
may be of a critical or complicated nature, and 
confines himſelf entirely to certain diſeaſes inci- 
dent to a courſe of diſſipation. His practice in 
theſe muſt be the more diſtinguiſhed, as he multi- 
plies them with one hand, while he cures them with 

tae other, | 
He came exactly at three.----The Sieur Bearn 
ſerved us up a very ſcanty dinner at an exorbitant 
price. The Doctor's wrath was kindled at the 
fight ; and with a dictatorial tone, he ſcolded much 
louder than I Would have done. From that inſtant 
he erected himſelf into arbitrator in the arrange- 
ment of my œconomy. Out of gratitude for the 
reſentment he teſtified at ſeeing me ſo ill ſerved, I 
thought myſelf obliged to prevent 1ts going too far, 
---DoRor, ſaid I, the dinner is bad; but, to make 
amends, I believe we can have recourſe to ſome 
excellent Burgundy.---Let us ſee, cried he, all on 
fire, and immediately called for a glaſs of wine, 
wich he put to his lips.----Whence comes this 
wine, cried he, grufly ? From Pentac, replied one 
of the occaſional lacqueys, trembling.---Deteſtable 
poiſon ! exclaimed the Doctor, and worthy of the 
pou tavern where it was brewed ;---then addreſſing 
imſelf to one of my ſervants, he called for pen, 
ink, and paper, and having written a few words, 
be, “ run to 11, the king's 
% wine-merchant, and order him to ſend my Lord 
« a hundred flaſks of his beſt Pomar, till to-mor- 
„row, when I ſhall beſpeak an aſſortment.” At 
his voice the ſupple and obſequious lacquey diſap- 
ared like lightning; whilſt ignorant of the oblig- 
ing phyſician's reſources and correſpondence, I was 
&ruck dumb with admiration, joy and am 
. Le 
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While he thus took in hands the reins of my do- 
meſtic government, he was devouring what lay be- 


fore im. It was not till after he had exerciſed his 


teeth and jaws with unremitting induſtry, that his 
converſation acquired new life.---He poured forth, 
amidſt a torrent of words, a liſt of all the illuſtrious 
perſonages he intended to employ in my education, 
and the capital artiſts he propoſed to aſſemble for 
my ſervice, but their names were almoſt ſunk in the 
deluge. The burden of every ſentence was, De not 
make yourſelf uneaſy about that, ] take the charge of 
this,---1 anſwer for “other. —Then came the ſcan- 
dalous chronicle of all the intrigues carried on by 
ny Lords, with the beauties of the opera :—who had 
one; ho had firſt brought out another the ex- 
travagancies committed for theſe ladies, — their bril- 
liant accompliſhments and celebrity, —their faults, 
their charms, the danger of ſome of them, —a thou- 
ſand amuſing anecdotes, a thouſand ſtrokes of plea- 

ſantry.—Theſe details inflamed my curioſity, and 
kept up my good humour during the remainder of 
my repaſt. When we roſe from table, the Doctor 
aſſumed a ferious and important air, and aſked me, 

My Lord, who is your banker ?—* Tis Mr. G***, 

So much the worſe I am ſorry that it is not ***** : 

That is amazing.— There are few Engliſhmen of 
yore ES and character but are recommended 

to lum. 

Beſides the ſtricteſt probity and the greateſt zeal 
for your affairs, a recommendation from him would 
have ed waer you connections in a houſe, rendered 
no leſs agreeable by the genius and talents of the 
maſter, than by the numerous and excellent compa- 
ny drawn thither by play.— How! by play! in 
the houſe of a man whoſe coffers mult be inceſ- 


«© ſantly ſupplied by the truſt repoſed in him!“ 


Maxims of your clumſy, ſcrupulous country ! a ge- 
nius truly ſpeculative makes play a real branch of 
com- 
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merce.—lIf you pleaſe, my Lord, tell me what dif- 
ference you diſcover at venturing money at trente et 
guarente, and the vague and uncertain ſpeculations 
in the public funds : But we would not much 
«< approve of a banker, the depoſitary of other 
«© men's money, venturing the loſs of them in our 
funds by ruinous wagers, the profits of which 
«© would accrue only to himſelf.” P'ſhaw, nothing 
is loſt in the houſe I am ſpeaking of; on the contra- 
ry, its maſter is continually amaſffing, and that in 
every method. —-Your credit, continued he, is 
doubtleſs, very conſiderable ?—<* I have bills on 
«© Paris to the amount of twelve thouſand pounds 
«« ſterling.” —This indiſcretion, which proceeded 
at leaſt as much from vanity as from inexperienc?, 
eſſentially ſatisfhed the Doctor's curioſity, and o- 
pened a career to his deſigns. A handſome ſum, 
replied he eagerly, 'tis enough to purchaſe this 
whole capital! Very well—I'll introduce you im- 
mediately to the Baron de „where you will 
find the beſt and moſt genteel company; he is a 
man of diſtinguiſhed merit and ſuperior abilities. — 
To them he is indebted for an immenſe fortune, and 
may aſpire to the firit honours in a country which 
he aſtoniſhes by the novelty and the depth of his 
views. In his houſe you will meet with a num- 
ber of people of diſtinction, ſeveral of them ſpeak 
your language ; thus you will be able to paſs your 
time agreeably till the Abbe F 's leſſons have 
made you capable of keeping your corner in French 
ſocieties.—I thanked the Doctor for ſo many good 
offices. 

He roſe, and pulling the ſtring of the bell 
muſt, ſaid he, examine what kind of equipage the 
maſter of the houſe furniſhes you :---leave the care 
of all theſe little matters to me :---I will undertake 
it with pleaſure ; I will prevent your being impoſed 
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---See, added he, with an impoſing tone, to one of 
my ſervants, who then made his appearance; ſee, 
if my Lord's coach be ready ; and without waiting 
for his anſvyer, he turned to me, and cnied---let us 
go down, *tis fix o'clock, we will take a turn to the 
opera, and from that go to the Baron de 8. 

I embarked under the conduct of this extraordi- 
nary Meuter, who had thus made a ſeizure of my 
perſon. A very good hired coach, loaded behind 
with my whole train of ſervants, furniſhed with 
cancs, by the care of the Doctor, carried us in an 
inſtant to the gate of the Palais Royal. My guide 
made me alight, and without giving me time to 
obſerve the building, after having with a genteel 
air taken a cyuple of tickets from the ſpruceſt of 
my occaſional lacqueys, who obſerved every motion 
of his eye, he dragged me with precipitation into 
the houſe. He placed himſelf by my fide, in one 
of the balconies, cloſe to the ſtage. The curtain 
was ſoon after drawn up, and I for the firſt time be- 
held that monſtrous compound of clumſy noiſy mu- 
ſic, without taſte or ſpirit, and thoſe unmeaning 
capers which French enthuſiaſm takes and gives for 
the nobleſt of ſpectacles. Vielding to the irkſome 
wearineſs which preyed upon me, 1 begun running 
over every corner of this immenſe thieatre, and at laſt 
caſt my eyes upon my companion.---Hz:s were em- 
ployed.---I obſerved an air of intelligence between 
his looks, and thoſe of ſome of the divinities, who 
vere fluttering on the ſtage. Whenever the figures 
of any of the ballets brought them within a proper 
diſtance, they too ſeemed to view with no little at- 
tention, my air, and the Engliſh dreſs in which 1 
was ſtill muffled. 2 

Vou ſeem to take but little pleaſure, ſaid the 
Doctor, in the inſipid din of his Ih rench muſic, 


but, added he with an expreſſive ſmile, if hat paſſes 
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on the ſtage produces the ſpleen, the adventures 
behind the ſcenes make ample amends. At theſe 
words he gave me his hand, and ftriding over the 
three benches between us and the paſſage, he led me 
to the tiring-room.---I was ſoon convinced of the 
eſteem in which he was there held, and the judicious 
and natural inclination entertained by that whole 
ſwarm of dancers for thoſe young Englihmen who 
are making their firft tour in France. 

La--- La--- La---, had juſt finiſhed a dance 
of three; when they came off, they perceived my 
guide, whoſe lengthened figure overtopped by two 
feet, a groupe of Petite Maitres, occupied in pre- 
ſenting gold and incenſe to theſe goddeiles. I was 
at his fide ; my large neckcloth, my long ſkirts, 
and I know not what ſtiffneſs and ſheepiſhneſs in my 
air, which we cannot get rid of till at leaſt a year's 
2bſence from Oxford or Cambridge, and ſix months 
reſidence in Paris, all wrote on every limb. 7715 
is an Engliſhman, 

The Doctor's winks, which TI was then too great 
a novice to obſerve or appreciate, aſſured the moſt 
intelligent, that I might carry my offerings a good 
way. In conſequence, the gilded troop of Mar- 
quiſes was ſoon abandoned to their deſpair, and my 
Lord ſurrounded and ogled without mercy. I did 
not know that the phyſician was then preparing for 
me the agreeable ſurprize of a ſupper with two of 
the hand{omeſt nymphs of the band, who had let 
fly at me the moſt murdering glances, accompa- 
Tied with a few words of broken Engliſh. In 
order better to cover this maſter-ſtroke, he made 
haſte to lead me off from this regton of enchant- 
ment, by telling me that it was time to go to the 
Baron de * * . 

In a moment we were at the gate of his hotel. 
The Doctor walked before me through the whole 


houſe with the. ſame freedom and liberty as if he 
had 
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had been at home, Aſter croſſing ſeyeral rooms 

filled with ſervants in different liveries, he pointed 
out the Baron, who had come to receive me ag the uy 

door of a firſt anti-chamber. He was a man of ad 


grave and flegmatic mien, the ſolidity and furni- 4 


ture of whole» head gave a ſyſtematic air even to 
his bows, and his addreſs. His voice was ſtrong 
and heavy, uttered with a flow, meaſured, and dull 
monotony, which gave even his ſalutation a tone 
of extraordinary prudence. The Baron introduced 
me into a ſaloon, where thro' the tumultous waves, 
of a numerous aſſembly, and the embaraſſment of NE 
2 multitude of gaming tables, I penetrated to the 
Baroneſs. The figure and downcait look of this 
lady, exhibited a copy of the huſband. Scarce - © 
did ſhe give Herſelf time to anſwer my firſt compli- 
ment, when diſplaying a pack of cards ſhe preſſed 
me to take one, and ſit down to a party at whitt, 
which ſeemed to wait me there by a decree of the 
deſtinies. Never had I been in a houſe where there 
was leſs expence in converſation, and where a nan 
found himſelf ſo quickly ſeated between the kings of 
ſpades and diamonds. I ſubmitted to the cuſtom, 
and began a dull party with three ſtrangers ; an 
od maid, whoſe inexhauſtible loquacity ſhewed her 
pretenſions; an Abbe, whoſe air of avidity and at- 
tention to the game, demonſtrated that he ſtudied 
play more than his breviary; and an old officer, 
on whoſe figure age could not imprint the charac- 
ter of honeſty, - ſo plainly was his affected ſimplici- 
ty betrayed by a knaviſh ſharping air. I played 
with inattention, to the great mortification of the 
ſuperannuated beauty who fronted me, and in ſpite 
of myſelf, let my eyes wander over all the parts of 
the room, and the different originals with which it 
was filled. It was the ſtrangeſt medley I ever had 
beheld ; I was not then capable of deſcribing it ex- 


actly, as I have been ſince, when I became acquaint- 
"ed 
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| ed with the particular characters of part of the 
1 company, and verifed, By woeful experience, the 
| © :uftict vichavhich a certain wag has given this 
1 oF Tote] the appellation of the Pacguet-Boat, At this 
1 firſt Mſtant, I perceived that the buſineſs of the 


1 hovie turned no 12:5 upon politics than play; for I 
4 

ſaw a number of Engliſn pamphlets and news-pa- 

4 pers ſcattered in every corner „ -Howercr, the 


Y plumed Sagana, who couid revxon at lcaft fifty 
| ood years, aud was uniuckily my partner, was 
provoken at my abſence of mind; every trick my 
4 ſtupidity made her loſe, ſhe ſent forth a figh with 
which I thought her foul ready to expire, or uttered 
a ſhriek more ſhrill than che cries of our orange. wo. 
a men in Cheaplide, I laughed inwardly while I 
f moſt humbly afred her pagdon. At laſt we came 
ct for a fo ld er anda a fit of {uTocation, which 
turned her purple for three mnutes. 

The aſſembiy was preparing to break UP, when. 
the maſter of the houie aiked if no cavalier would 
he complaiſant enough to attend Mademoiſelle 
back to her convent. This was my diſtreſſed part- 
ner, the obliging Doctor, wi.0 had already taken 
policihon of er ery thing belonging to me, on this 
ccc ſon diſpoſed of mi p2rion and my carriage. I 
could not reſiſt the tone of ſuperiority he ai? umed, 
and picſenting my hand to the old lady, with the 
leaſt ili- grace I could, we walxed out of the apart- 
ment. 

I perceived that fie was bot rened by this piece 
of complaiſance, and that ihe e began to forget the 
blunders cf my play.---On ths Way froin the Ro- 
tel de **** to her monaſtery, I received ſome 
tokens of the exceis of her ind ulgence, and in her 
favour pailed cver the enormity of her pretenſions. 


At parting I received permiſſion to go and pay my 


. 1 — — 4 


* A ſercereſs :--Vicz Hop act Efod. 
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court to her,- -2 compliment ſo mnch the more 
Aattering, as it had not coſt me the trouble of aſk- 
ing, and proved to me how preventingly complat- 
ſant old age makes the fair. 

Scarce had we : again got into the carriage, when 
the Doctor called eagerly to the coachman to drive 
to the Street de Richelieu ;-he Whipt, and we 
„ 

My dear friend, then ſaid my companion queer: 


ing me by the hand, I have reſolved to make you 


amends for all the irkſome mortiſications you have 
been obliged to ſwallow to-night, with one of the 
moſt amuſing evening entertainments in Paris A 
man like you muſt divide his time between ſerious 
ſocieties, and the pleaſing extravagance of what are 
called amuſing parties.---You are young,---You 
have wit and a good re :---ſix months in this 
train, and you will far rip the Marquis de * * *, 
and Mr. de ****, the ko moſt agreeable men in 
France, which will ne be greatly for the 
honour of England. Indeed, my dear Doctor, 


«© you are certainly the beſt kind moſt complaiſant ® 


of mankind.” I was not yet habituated to the 
expreſſive French phraſes, ſuch as charming and de- 
ficious, which would have been more ſuitable to the 
occaſion. It is very lucky for a ſtranger, conti- 
„ nued I, to meet with ſo uncommon a friend, 
„ how obliging you are !”*---Oh! my Lord, re- 
plied the Doctor with precipitation, beſides that 
ſuch is my diſpoſition, I ſhare in every pleaſure I 
can procure to my countrymen, ; theſe trifles never 
colt me any thing.“ On the contrary, it is a 
proof of the goodneſs of your heart, replied I, 
WY n= temper is not malignant, and and I was too 
much blinded to give the Doctor's laſt expreſſion, 
it's ſtrict and literal meaning, 
My carriage ſtopped and we alighted. The 
Doctor went before me up 2 narrow ſtair- caſe _ 
| vely 
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ſtvely dark, and conducted me into a neat well- 
lighted anti- chamber on the firſt floor. Two ſer- 
vants out of livery, but extremely well cloathed, 
were there in waiting; one of them enquired my 
name, and upon my introducer's anſwer, the fold- 
ing doors of the Saloon ſuddenly flew open. My 
eyes were ſuddenly ſtruck with a refined and vo- 
luptuous luxury, which is no where to be found ex- 
cept in Paris, and whole ſources are there opened 
with profuſion, eſpecially in ſuch places as I then 
found myſelf. 

The whole company conſiſted of three ladies, 
who with pleaſure in their looks, came to meet my 
guide, and received me with the moſt cordial po- 
liteneſs, I immediately recollected one of them to 
be Mademciſelle * * * whom the Doctor had 
named to me at the a---The ſecond was a 
companion, the thirdMeallcd her mamma; and 
this lady had in fact a ſufficient age, and the ma- 
tronly air ſuitable for the part ſhe played. 

I perceived Mademoiſelle * * * * tobe the reign- 
ing Sultana of the palace, and ſoon remarked that 
there ſubſiſted a perfect good underitanding be- 
teen tlie Dowager and the Doctor. They whiſ- 
pered one another in the ear, and in the mean 
time the old lady ſtedfaſtly ſurveyed me from under 
her eye-brows. As my companion ſeemed to grow 
warm in his diſcourſe, the harpy's ſuperannuated 


vilage aſſumed an air of avidity, which gave her the 


appearance of a maſtiff eying a bone. Made- 


moiſelle * * * **s companion, who was leſs handſome, 
was named Julia : 1t 15 a piece of policy in the 
reigning beauties of the opera conſtantly to couple 
themſelves in this manner. When ever they ex- 
pect a man of conſideration, (which is always mea- 
ſured by the length of his purſe) and they have 
formed a deſign Bee him, whether he is to be ac- 


companicd by a Doctor or any other perſonage of 
Fe 
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the kind, there is always a nymph of inferior 
charms, who falls to the lot of the 'Squire, 
Well, my Lord,” ſaid La*** to me wih an air 
and tone of jocularity, how do you like Paris? 
«© Do you think the ladies handſome ? You have 
«© doubtleſs already formed ſome engagement of 
« the heart. A young and amiable nobleman, 
like you, cannot remain a moment unengaged 
«© here.” To this flattering compliment I only 
anſwered, Oh! Madame, point de tout (Oh! Ma- 
dam, not at all) and that with a pronunciation as 
laughable as it was unintelligible to French ears, 
accompanied with a ſtupid booby air, playing wita 
my fingers on the corners of my hat, and ſtanding 
as ſtiff as a ſtake, which Sieur G*** would pro- 
bably find it difficult to bend.---My aukward and 
borrowed air would have given any other woman 
an ill impreſſion, but the adepts of the opera love 
to cure us of our ſliffneſs, and make themſelves be 
well paid for their time and their indulgence. Ma- 

demoiſe'le * * * played off againſt me fifty allurin 

compliments in the fame tone, which I anſwer 

only by an inſipid repetition of my three monoſylla- 
bles. However tie company declared me charm- 
dug, and above all remarked that my phyſiognomy 
indicated a great deal of wit.---They ſeemed even 
upon the point of complimenting me on the fine 
things I had ſaid, and 1 ere that in my 
fooliſh intoxication, I would have ſwallowed that 
with as little ſcruple as the Doctor's idle ſtories. 
The charming little rogue that had undertaken 
me, turning with a languiſhing air to the Doctor, 
faid with a figh---His Lordſhip is very amiable, 
but he is very cold---He is doubtleſs acquainted 
with the handſome * * * : She is the beauty of theſe 
Gentlemen : they ſee no charms worthy of them 
but kers.---I do not believe, replied the Doctor, 
that my Lord has the ſlighteſt 1dea of her ; —_ 
J e 
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he has too good eyes not to do you juitice.---A;3 
this part of the converſation ſeemed to eſcape me, 
and I was ſtaring round with a fooliſh face of en- 
quiry, tne Doctor haſtened to give me the interpre- 
tation.---Indeed, added he, without flattery, tiere 
is a great difference. Mademoiſelle D. H is both 
the handſomeſt creature in Paris, and the moſt free 
from thoſe ſentiments which often diſgrace beauty. 
This was ſpoken with warmth---I anſwered with 
equal eagerneſs : the. Lady obſerved me---Speak 
French, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, petulantly, at the 
ſame time giving me a gentle tap on the knuckles. 
I requeſted my interpreter to be ſo good as teſtiſy to 
her how ſorry I was for not being able to entertain 
her; but at leaſt I underſtood French enough not 
to ſuffer any of her amiable ſallies to eſcape me. 
'The compliment was interpreted to her in a man- 
ner ſufficient to draw upon me a multitude of others. 
---Well continued ſhe, with a ſprightly air,--- 
Teach me Engliſh then, and I will teach you 
French. With all my heart, replied 1---Ske dart-. 
ed a glance which penetrated my very ſoul. 

A man ſtill better dreſſed than thoſe I had ſeen 
in the anti- chamber, and whom I afterwards diſco- 
vered to be at leaſt the putative father of Made- 
moiſclle * , came to give notice that ſupper was 
on the table.---Come, my Lord, give me your 
hand, ſaid ſhe, and fit by me. Daughter, daugh- 
ter, cried the matron, *tis not pretty to make ad- 
vances to Gentlemen in that manner. Mamma! 
replied the other, in a ſportive tone, this 15 my 
Engliſh maſter. We were now in the dining-room : 
a table, elegantly furniſhed, was illuminated with 
a dozen of wax tapers on girandoles, which roſe at 
the four corners of a magnificent /ur-tout. My 
ſcholar, ſupinely ſeated on a ſopha, which occu- 
pied a corner of the fire, had placed me ſo near her, 


that I was embarraſſed and aſhamed of it, like a 
novice 
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novice as I was. The mamma fate at the oppoſite 
ſide, and the Doctor was between her and the in- 
ferior divinity. 

[ was officiouſly helped to the moſt delicate bits 
] was ſerved with the fineſt ſparkling wines. To 
one exquiſite courſe ſucceeded another, every diſh 
of which was equally delicious with the former.--- 
This was fill heightened by a deſert in which the 
champagne flowed in copious ſtreams. To crown 
the whole, and in order to pay court to me, I was 
entertained with punci ; the beautiful hand of my 
entertainer ſqueezed the lemons :--To refuſe m 
glaſs was impoſſible. Every moment added to the 
livelineſs and ſpirit of the converſation ; but, *tis 
caſy to imagine how little ſhare of it I could take. 
However, it was all at my expence. The nymp!. 
perceived that my ſenſes began to be inflamed; it 
muſt be acknowledged ſhe made me hear a very 
pretty pipe, and ſung a tender air, in a quite 
different manner from what is done at the opera. 

About half an hour after one in the morning, 
we roſe from table, and after a few ſallies, the 185 
quel of the brilliant converſation at ſupper, the 
mamma propoſed a party at vingt et une. knew 
not what it was. Well, my Lord and I will go 
halves, ſaid my handſome allurer ; and taking me 
under the arm, drew me towards a table covered 
with green cloth, which was about two ſteps off. 
We rung for cards----the company took their 
places---I pulled out a purſe which might contain 
tourſcore louis d'ors. The play was immediately 
put into my hands, and I was charged with the 
bank, in company with my ſparkling neighbour, 
who with great addreſs remitted to me the care of 
making the advances. 

If I could not command my attention before 
ſupper at the Baron's, the caſe was far worſe here. 
Feet, eyes, gentle puſſies with the knees, in ſhort every 

932 thing 
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thing above and below the table, was employed to 
draw off my thoughts from the game. The cham- 

agne had deprived me of one half of my ſenſes; 
CE had they been entire, ſo many dangerous con- 
tacts would have made me loſe them a hundred 
times. 

The conſequence was that my ſourſcore louis 
were melted before the bank was out of my hands. 
Notwithſtanding my giddineſs, I perceived that 
three-fourths oi the winnings had fallen to the 
ſhare of my young partner's prudent and diſcreet 
mamma; the other fourth was divided between 
the dear Doctor and the humble friend. My 
partner bore her ill-Iuck with great temper ; ſhe 
wanted to take out ſome gold, in order tg make a 
new bank, but a change or dreſs furniſhed an ex- 
cuſe for not having her purie about her. Tec 
Doctor, the molt polite of mankind, to you ent her 
taking the trouble of getting up, handed me a rou- 
leau of fifty louis. My oy piqued at the in- 
flexibility of fortune, who had ſhewn herſelf fo in- 
veterate an enemy to me, would deal the cards in 
her turn; but her luck was ſtill worſe than mine. 
Her mamma's good fortune was incredible; no— 
thing could reſiſt it; and in two rounds the phyſi- 
cian's rouleau followed my gold, They then had 
the goodneſs to put off the. revenge till another 
day, and agreed that my partner and I were out of 
Juck that evening. 

During the whole time we were at cards, my fair 
one had been playi ng with a gold box, vrought in 
a very good taſte; I had admired it, and teltißed 


the moſt eager defire to fee it nearer. It was put 
into my hands. After having examined the taſte 
and execution, I wanted to return it: my charm- 
ing entertainer refuſed it. I inſiſted ; ſhe was of- 
fended. Enchanted with ſo generous a preven- 


tion, I was going to ſigniſy to the Doctor that at 
the 
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leaſt I would make an exchange. At that moment 
the lady, no leſs artful than liberal, perceived on my 
finger a very fine diamond, which ſhe viewed with 
attention while careſſing my hand. I know not 
how it happened, but it naturally dropt from my 
finger, and fixed itſelf on her's. Well,” ſaid 
ſhe, with an infantine E£mplicity, “if his Lord- 
„ ſhip will not accept of my box, I will exchange 
« it for his ring. It was not conſiſtent with the 
dignity of a Peer of England to pay any atten- 
tion to the prodigious difference in value between 
tnoſe toys. Beiides, the finger was ſo pretty, 
that in my intoxication, a ring worth fifteen 
hundred guineas, would not have appeared to 
me too precious an ornament for it. So uncom- 
mon a piece of liberality greatly heightened the 
luſtre of the merit they had before diſcovered me to 
be poſſeſſed of: My fair one's eyes ſparkled with 
new fire, and cxpreſſed only love and voluptuouſ- 
neſs. The prudent mamma choſe that moment to 
tell us, with a ſevere look, and a freezing tone, 
that we muſt part. Come, young folks, ſaid 
ſhe, „come, it is late, we have a rehearſal to-mor- 
* row at eleven, you mutt retire.” Familiarity 
being thus eſtabliſhed, I obtained permiſſion to take 
leave with a kiſs, after the Enzliſh manner. Half 
ſupported by my own ſervants, half by my own 
legs, I reeied into my chariot, and returned home 
to bed, intoxicated with wine, enchanted with my 
evening's adventure, and eſcorted by the faithful 
Doctor, to whom, before we parted, I repaid the 
rouleau that had been melted at * “*. 

I have ſometimes heard it ſaid, that love is a 
foe to ſleep : but it is not that love which is con- 
trated in the tiring-room, by the help of briſk 
ſparkling champagne. Such a paſſion, on the 
contrary, makes us forget, in the arms of Mor- 
pheus, the loſſes and follies of the evening. Ac- 
cordin ly 
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cordingly, I neither thought of the diamond nor the 
money I had been bubbled of. In the whole tranf 
actions of the day, I could only ſee the acquitition 
of the handſome gold box, and the happy preſages 
of enjoying the divine * 's favours. 

I woutd have been as little affected with the loſs 
of my whole pocket-book. | 

We, poor Engliſhmen, when we come to Paris, 
are told that we are inexhauſtible, and we are ſtu- 
pid enough to believe it. 

In a word---I was drunk, I fell aſleep without 
thinking of any thing, and as far as I can recollect 
J had pleaſing dreams. 
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DAT Tun SECOND 


A. deciſive Event. 
HUS ended my firſt day at Paris.---The 


detail which I have been relating, will ſerve to 
eſtabliſh our opinion of the character and principles 
of 
Three fourths of mankind, in their early days, 
are guided by thoſe with whom they have the hap- 
pineſs or the misfortune to fall into company. Of 
this I happen to be an unfortunate proof, and al- 
though I may comfort myſelf with the thoughts of 
the great number, whom this man has formerly 
made his dupes, and 15 daily continuing to make, I 
am excefuvely aſhamed, that a creature whoſe tn- 
fling emptineſs, and whoſe actions I have known 
to be more than equivocal, has been able to de- 
ceive me for fifteen days together, Yet howevet 
much my vanity may be hurt by it, I ſhall never- 
tholeſs continue my relation for the ſake of young 
travellers, who, like me, come to ſpend ſome time 
in Paris. | 
I went to bed about four o'clock in the morning ; 
I ſlept late, and ſcarce had I opened mine eyes, 
when that moſt worthy perſonage preſented himſelf 
at my bedſide. Well, my Lord, ſaid he, how 
have you paſied the nignt? Have you had agreeable 
dreams? “ have had at leaſt ſubject ſufficient.“ 
Very well, replied he, the evenings are dedicated to 


pleaſure, but to vary your employment, I have pro- 
vided for you more ſerious entertainment this morn- 


ing. The Abbe F.. .. ſhall give you your firſt. 


leſſon in the French language, and an hour _ 
| tae 
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the Sieur G*** ſhall teach you the elements of that 
art, which in this country ſo agreeably embelliſhes 

nature, and in uniting with her, produces thoſe 
charming graces to Which all other nations are 
ſtrangers. As for you, my dear Lord, you want 
only a little practice to be perfect maſter of them. 
I was quite out of countenance at ſuch inſtances of 
friendſhip : I thanked the incomparable obliging 
Dottor, and threw myſelf out of bed to breaktait 
with my molt worthy Counſellor, 

My maſters came after breaktat, and I made my 
firſt eflay in French and dancing, The two virtuoſi 
who were employed in in education, appeared each 
of them to be a Phenix; the one, by his exceſſive 

oliteneſs and pretty liſping; the other by his 
matchleſs graces. I ſpent ſome hours at my :oilet, 
and having dreſſed in a rich and elegant {uit of 
cloaths, which the dear Doctor's taylor had brought 
me, with hve or {ix more in the higheſt taſte, I flew 
to the gardens of the Palais Royal, to ſhew myſelf, 
without knowing what admirers had been prepared 
for me by my provident phyſician. 

There were at leaſt a dozen of people whom [| 
had obſerved at the Baron's the preceding evening, 
ſcattered in different groupes, and diſperſed along 
the greatwalk. I was not there three minutes be- 
fore I was accoſted ;--the old ofiicer and the Abbe, 
who had won ſome louis-d'or from me at whiſt, 
were the firſt to make up to me. One of the two 
who was more than fourſcore, ſeemed notwithſtand- 
ing to enjoy a ſtate of health, which was the more 
confirmed by having a mind accuſtomed to reflec- 
tion, and an equality of temper. He told me that 
his name was Colonel Cunning : his expreſſions 
were ſoothing and friendly. He perfectly knew the 
whole bevy of travellers from our country, and 
gave himſelf out for a relation of Mr. Grenville, 


who was Ambaſſador from England. He had been 
ſome 7 
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ſome minutes in giving this detail, when we were 


joined by a little, ſhort, ſquat man. He was of a 
raddy, fre! complexion, his cloaths bedaubed with 
lace ; he had a number of jewels, and ſuch an ap- 
pearance altogether, as made me imagine him to be 
one of tae farmers- general, ſupported by the public 
finances; when the Colonel told me that he was 
the Count de...: bis J. .. name had never 
been accompanied with ſuch a proud qualiſication 
before. I have ſince learnt that he was the nephew 
of a rich parſimonious banker, who had diſappointed 
all tlie reſt of his relations at his death, by leaving 
this man the whole of his fortune. From a compt- 
inz-houſe deik in the town of Rouen, our heir 
made but one leap to the dignity of a Count of the 
Empire. With the help of a tongue as thick as him- 
te'f, the Count ſtammered out ſome compliment, 
and preſented a thin-flanked, ſickly young man to 
me, whom - he called his brother-m-law, tae Count 
de Rougdeal:- This name appeared to me as lit- 
tle ſuited to a title as the other. I thought that 
theſe uſurpations, which are both fooliſh and unbe- 
coming was a family diſeaſe; but in this coun- 
try it rains Counts, and it is only a ſubject for 
laughter. 

We tock ſeveral turns in the walks, during which 
time the Abbe F*** did not ſpeak one ſyllable: 
---T was tempted to believe that he never opened 
lis mouth except to ſy clubs, diamonds, or trumps. 
Since that time I have had my conjecture confrmed z 
wirn only this addition to the idea I had formed of 
him in my own mind, that in ſpite of his having 
the features of a pug-dog, he had rendered ſucn 
ſingular ſervices to a certain Prelate, that they pro- 
cured him ſome good livings. 

If we cannot move but upon the Heads of 
Counts at Paris, we are perpetually elbowed by 
Abbes ;---the ſacred habit, which ought to diſtin- 
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guiſh the prieſthood, is made a common diſguiſe, 
and ſerves for a cloak to multitudes of cowards amd 
ſharpers. | 

A man of a middle ſize, very lank, his hair 

wdered and curled with the utmoſt nicety, having 
a face which one would have miſtaken for the face 
of a ſatyr, if it's impudence had not been tempered 
by feebleneſs and languor, dreſſed in a violet-colour - 
ed ſuit of cloaths, laced with gold, came and ve 

n joined our company. He is called the Abbe 
M he was particularly civil to me, and declared 
a deſire of being acquainted with me; but I per- 
ceived he eyed the faithful Doctor, whoſe arm I had 
laid hold of, with a look of reſentment, while envy 
and reſentment was expreſſed in every feature. L 
never dreamt of aſcribing theſe ſentiments to a jea- 
louſy of which I myſelf happened to be the object. 
I did not know at that time that they were rivals, 
and engaged ſometimes in the ſame profeſſion. It 
is but right to mention before-hand, that it is nei- 
ther phyſic nor theology. 

The converſation very ſoon turned upon the fair 
inhabitants, who live in the neighbourhood of the 
Garden. The Abbe *** and the Doctor, ha- 
rangued moſt ably, and with equal ſagacity. It 
was impoſſible to give a more minute deſcription of 
theſe ladies aſſemblies than what was now given. — 
The old officer hearkened to them with a ſmile of 
c mplacency, which gave room to gueſs the agreea- 
ble recollections which he could trace back in his 
own mind. The fat Count and his brother-in.law 
ralhed the two ſpeakers very cloſely, but their 
ſtrokes of humour were fo loſt upon them, that 
they ſtil! perſiſted. The Abbe *, with an car- 
neſt look and ſtaring eyes, ſeemed to be abſorbed in 
profound meditation upon ſome ſtroke at piquet. 
As for my part, I was filly enovgh to pay the 
greateſt attention to all theſe impertinencies; but 

however 
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however the hour of leaving the Garden at laſt 
arrived, and having poſitively aſſured the Count 
that I would do myſelf the honour of waiting upon 
him, I embarked with my faithful Achates, and 
the old Colonel, whom I carried home with me to 
dinner. 

Upon entering the hotel, one of my new valets, 
with fome precaution, flipped a very ſmall letter, 
exceſſively perfumed, into my hand, which had 
been brought during my abſence, with an impatient 
deſire for its being delivered. I opened it; it was 
written in French, but the character was ſo bad, and 
the orthography in ſuch a fantaſtical file, that one 
who underitood ſo little of the language as I did, 
might as caũly have unravelled a book of conjuring. 
I was obliged to have recourſe to the Doctor, who 
after ſtudying a quarter of an hour, at laſt, decy- 
phered what follows : 

„Do you know, my little Lord, you are very 
« wicked; you have hindered me from cloſing an 
eye this whole night.---Mamma is angry with 
« me; ſhe ſ:iys that J am in love. I ſhall be very 
«© much vexed, if you don't come this evening to 
«© the Italian comedy; at leaſt, be ſure to come to 
me at nine o'clock, for I have a great deal to ſay 
to you. That pretty little ring, which you put 
upon my finger lait night, has ſet it a prateing: 
Hit Whiſpers in my ear, that you have got a 
© handſome miltreis n Paris, which gives me a 
great deal of uneaſineſs; however, if my little 
„Lord will come this evening, it wiil be a proof 
that it lies; I will then take comfort, and never 
believe it more.“ 

My vanity made me think the pretty little child- 
1h manner of this chick moſt exquiſitely fine. Oh! 
„ this girl has the ſpirit of an angel,” cried the 
Door, ©* G--d d---n me, if ſhe is not the pret- 
*« tieſt little girl in Paris. Well, my Lord ! if 
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«© you have nothing better to do, you may grant 
„her this {mall favour; we will go and paſs an 
hour there this evening.“ 

Having ſpoke this in a low voice, we joined the 
Colonel. He had diſcovered bac Kgammon tables 
in my apartment, and propoſed playing a game till 
dinner ſhould be on the table. 1 accepted, and ve 
played for twelve louis-d'ors ; I gained the fiſt, 
and loſt the two next : Dinner being announced, 
prevented the fourth. 

By the care and vigilance of my major-domo, I 
was infinitely better provided than ite preceding 
day ; very: thing was excellent. The Burgundy 
flowed moſt plentifully. My old gueſt eat with 
reflection, and drank with that coolneis which he 
employed at whift, backgammon, and indeed in 
every thing wherein I ſaw him engaged. Since 
that time, I have experienced how :d:oit and art- 
ful he i is, and how well he knows the way to make 
the people chime in with that calm diſcretion and 
dignity which ſuits his time of life and condition. 
We dined cheartully, becauſe his phlegm was no 
check to our mirth :---we digeſted our dinner with 
backgammon, which coſt me only {:tty louis. 

The Doctor, who was always attentive and pro- 
vident, had ordered the carriage, that we might 
take an airing upon the Boulevard*, before ve 
were to be ſhut up at the Italian comedy, and be- 
cauſe the 697 ten required that we ſhould not arrive 
there tu] the after-piece. It ſeemed as if this man 
was reſolved to let all his patients die, rather than 
loſe one inſtant where it was in his power to miniſter 
to my pleaſures: I was affected with the ſincereſt 
ber titude perhaps 1 in theſe firſt moments, he had 

very good reaſons for keeping the ball at his foot. 
The Abbe“ “ “was one of theſe fort of men againſt 


 * Boulevard is a public walk upon the walls at Paris. 
whom 
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whom it is equally neceſſary to employ the cloſeſt 
aſſiduit . and the moſt expert addreſs. However, I 
was reſolved to indemnify him for the ſacrifice he 
made to me of all the fees that he might loſe by 
his attention. I believe he was ſatisfied, for he 
never foriook me whilſt this could be ſupported. 
About this time, of the year, a!l the worthleſs 
trifling beings that infeſt this great city, have a 
cuſtonꝭ of aletablin g upon the Boulevard. There 
their Inſp! d cmp! oy ment is to go and diſplay a 
new {uit of cioaths, or a carriage juſt come out of 
the hands of an unfortunate tradeiman, who gets 
himſelf ſplaſked, or perhaps cruſhed in pieces, 
while he is in vain running in queſt of payment. 
Amidſt clouds of duſt, a ſtring of carriages move 
round 2 circie cf about an English half-mile, 
where, notwithſtanding the ſlowneſs of the pace, 
and the endeavours of the guard to keep them in 
order, they often run one againf another, and occa- 
ſion frequent interruptions. The idlers, who are 
drawn along to this place, employ themſelves in 
gaping round them, and with lcoks of the mct 
conſur:mate effrontery, endeavour to ſtare women 
out of countenance, even in the corner ſeat of the 
moſt medeſt carriage. It is true, indeed, that 
fow fuch carriages are ſeen; thoſe of the ſex who 
com? to figure there, are by no means oflended; 
cn the contrary, they reply to the boldeſt glances, 
with an aſſurance, or rather an air of triumph, 
which diſcovers the pride and haughtineſs with 
which proſtitution and diſhonour march uncovered 
amidſt the ſplen did ſpoils of foliy and libertiniſm. 
Frequently the fiily victims of thoſe cruel and 
inſolent ſyrens, aſl eneble in crouds round their 
chariots, and, without the leaſt ſenſe of ſhame, pay 
their adorations in the eyes of à public, provoked 
at ſeeing ſuch contemptible bubbles. I ſaw one ef 
theſe ladies in a ſuperb equipage, moſt 3 
8 it 
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gilt and richly varniſhed ; fix beautiful Engliſh 
horſes, covered with plumes, gold, and filk, drew 
her along in ſtate, with rich and ſplendid liver ies, 
both before and behind. That day there was a 

eat number hurrying to the Beulevard. The 
moment that her triumphal car paſted into a ſtreet 
leading that way, an immenſe croud of people, on 
foot, from the oppoſite alleys, run inſtantiy to the 
fide where the was to paſs. One would have been 
apt to imagine by their zeal, that it was foine be- 
nevolent and beloved queen coming to receive the 
homage of a delighted peopie. I thought it was 
fo, but my conductor told me ſhe was the famous 
The confuſed cries of the multitude very 
ſoon diſcovered the nature and motive for that zeal 
by which I Rad been deceived. The inſolent 
haughtineſs with which a courtezan was parading 
in the midſt of the people, preſented to the minds 
of every one preſent, a moſt hateful idea. In an 
inſtant this ſuperb equipage was furrounded by the 
mob, who to rage and threatenings, mixed the moſt 
humiliating expreſſions of deriſion and contempt. 
They flew in a paſſion, and in a moment the beau- 
tiful carriage was going to be daſhed in pieces, 
when happily the guard came in time to diſengage 
the aſtoniſhed beauty, who only had the pleaſure of 
paſling over five or 11x fathoms of the lifts, where the 
expected to have dazzled the eyes of a more bden2vo- 
lent public till the evening. | 

On the relation of this mort:fying accident, 
while five hundred voices were buzzing all 2rcund 
me, I obſerved that all the petit-mattres in the car- 
riages, which were in my view, became pale and 
wan. Divided between grief and ma:gnation, 
ſome pitcoully lamented, while others bitterly in- 
veighed againſt the declenſion of civility and good 


manners. They moſt plentifully beſtowed tneir 
| curſes 
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curſes and imprecations upon a trowd of artiſts 
and manufacturers, for daring to murmur at their 
not being paid, while the whole was laviſhed upcn 
ſuch creatures. In the warmth of their impreca- 
tions they even included the public government, 
becauſe they did not put forty thouſand lroneſt citi- 
zens in priſon, for being wanting in the laws of gal- 
lantry, and in the humble reſpect due to a courtezan. 
My tioughts were ſo different at that time from 
what they are at preſent, that I was more affected 
by the affront offered to this actreſs, than by the 
juſt motives for the Ul-will of ſuch a number of un- 
fortunate people, that I reaſoned with the ſame 
ſound judgment as did the reſt of thoſe gentlemen. 
Provoked more than any of them, I quitted this 
ſcene of French rudeneſs, and ordered my carriage 
to fly to the Italian comedy, at the riſk of breaking 
the legs and arms of the unfortunate people who 
were on foot, and could ſcarcely ſave themſelves by 
flying to the right and left, notwithſtanding the 
hoarſe bawlings of my noiſy coachman. 
In a narrow ill-lighted houſe, unworthy of ſuch 
a capital as Paris, ſome mountebanks had juſt done 
acting a farce, which at leaft one half of the ſpec- 
tators did not underſtand, Theſe buffoons made 
way for a parcel of male and female French fing- 
ers, whoſe harſh voices, and unnatural manner, 
mangled the muſic ; but, however, it was leſs diſa- 
agreeable than that which made me fly from the 
Opera. They aimed at the Italian taſte, and per- 
haps in a few years they way arrive at ſome re- 
ſemblance; but it was neither the charms nor per- 
tection of the arts that I wanted ; every thing would 
have paſſed very well in my eyes, if I could have 
met Mademoiſelle * * **, There was not a cor- 
ner of the houſe that eſcaped me, but I could no 
where ſet eyes on her; I Was tormented with the 
keeneſt impatience for more than a quarter of an 
hour, 
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hour, which made it appear ten times long At 
laſt, the noiſe in a ſmall box, ich _ upon 
the ſtage, made me turn my head on that ſide: I 
perceived a prodigious forett of feathers that ap- 
peared upon a head that foopel to preſerv2 the de- 
licate ſtructure in pajing the door, and was the 
reaicn that I couid not recollect the {features of the 
face. When the ſate down, with a certainty of 
W a diſtance of two inches between the {ur:- 
mit ot the plumage and the cie ling of tne box, flie 
could then fit upright, and I recollected the object 
cf my conqueſt. A rich ftrezm of diimonds co- 
vered her boom; two immenſe gtrandoles ſeemed 
rather like loads thay orn2ments to her ears, and 
a chain of large links nailed ſloping irom her rigut 
Leaf to her left ſide. 

As the infamous magniſicence of theſe beauties 
declares the rate of follics they expect to have gom- 
mitted to obtain their favour, ſo much ſplendour 
both dazzled and frightened me at the ſame time. 
What a number of diamonds, fa:il to the 
Doctor, with a faultering voice! „“ tis incredible.“ 
A Ruſſian, ſays he. is the author of all this magnifi- 
cence, which {urprizes you. Would you believe it, 
all this has coſt the fair one only a few hours conde- 
ſcenfion. To tell you the truth, you muſt have hit 
her fancy ſtrangely, that the makes ſuch advances to 
you. You may Hatter 7 Zourſelf with the thoughts 
of having won the affe tions of a perſon whoſe fa- 
yours ſome perſons of the higheſt rank have fruit- 
leſly ſolicited : I am certain that intereſt has no 
weight in this buſineſs.---Such diſcourſe tickled my 
ears, and could not fail to mak: the impreſũon up- 
on my mind, winch the ſpcaker expected.---You 
muſt think, nevertheleſs, continued he, with ſeem- 
ing zeal and reflection, that a woman ſo handſome, 
and ſo courted, has a certain rank to ſupport: A 
fur niſhed houſe, and other conſiderable expences. 

Mu 
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My dear Lord, ſuch is the ton here, and no one can 
exempt himſelf from it. If you have only to con- 
tribute to this expence, vou come very well off, and 
it is the leaſt thing yon can do for one, who in loy- 
ing you for your own faite, as the does, rencunces 
feveral very conſiderable advantages. 

In fpeaking thus, the Doctor had infallibly diſ- 
covered in my eyes that the fiſh was fairly booked: 
All on a ſudden he left me ;---I very ſoon obſerv ed 
him at the other ſide of the houſe diſcourſing the 
jair . . ., whom he certainly congratulated on he: 
ſucceſs in havin g wounded my heart. In about ten 
minutes he returned to me again, and putting on a 
look of wonder and ſ. itisfaction.— You are, ſays 
ne, in accoſting me, the moſt fortunate of men; z=== 
this poor child has only one fear ;---ſhe is afraid you 
will not reply with all the warmth with which you 
have inſpired her; but I think I know better, and 


told her that Thad a higher opinion of your taſte, 


and could anſwer for your ſenſibility. This good 
news raiſed her to the ſkies ;--of all the creatures in 
the world ſhe has the greateſt ſhare of tenderneſs 
and gratitude ! behold t his beautiful crete, it is 
both valuable and in good taſte; ſhe would put it 
into my hands as a precious remembrance of the 
happieſt day of her life. This gurl, my Lord . 
Ah! ſheis ſoul to her fingers ends. Every ſyllable, 
uttered by the gentleman who attentivel obſerved 
me, redoubled the intoxication with which he ſaw 
my ſenſes agitated. Without the tender glances 
which came from the oppolite ſide of the houſe to 
eaſe my amorous torments in the balcony, I ſhould 
not have known when the piece was finiſhed.------L 
thought twenty times, that by the violence of my 
lighs I ſhould have interrupted the actors. 

It is a droll affair to ſee an Oxford ſcholar the 
firſt time he ſwallows in deep draughts the poiſon- 
ous proſtituted love of the enchantreſſes of the 
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opera; he becomes a dupe with the moſt incon- 
ceivable ardour and folly:—-it was in truth my very 
ntuation. The vanity with which my title inſpired 
me; the contents of my pocket-boox, my train, 
the ſubmiſive manners of the Doctor; even my 
tine cloaths, and the elegant ſtructure which the 
Sieur Loupee hid erected upon my head, com- 
pleatly turned my brain. Ot all the fools that has 
ever croſſed the Streiglits of Calais, not even ex- 
cepting Lord DP. . T.. . , I was by much the 
mo? extravagant. At laſt the curtain dropt, I im- 
mediately gained the paſſage, and hurrying on at 
the expence of the toes and eibows of a number of 
ſpectators, to whom I made aukward apologies in 
pailing, I arrived at the ſtair cafe time enough to 
offer my hand to my fair miſtreſs. 
Unfortunately th: ſtair was ſteep and winding, 
and I was io elevated with joy, that by my not ob- 
2rving the train of her gown, which was under my 
feet, I got ſo entangled in it, that when ſome- 
body at that inſtant puſhed me behind, I tumbled 
headlong about ten ſteps; and, to add to my miſ- 
fortune, love had ſo locked the hand of bar Sar] 
ſelle *** in mine, that dragging her after me, we 
rolled down together. During the paſſage which 
this fall occaſioned, the diforder of her cloaths diſ- 
played ſome charms to the ſpectators, gratis; the 
ſight of which coſts ſo dear in other circumſtances. 
Wie got up in ſuch confuſion, as ſuch a cataſtrophe: 
could not fail to occaſion, and amidit the laugh and 
ſhoutings which it excited, we had a good deal of 
difficulty to reach the gate. My indulgent com- 
panion preſumed ſufficiently on my future liberali- 


ties to forgive this firſt blunder; inſtead of re- 


proaches, ſhe only ſhewed that ſhe was much vexed. 
She was very ſoon ſurrounded by a number of good 


friends, who pitied her with a malicious equivocal ' 
compaſſion, while their hoarſe pipes were ſqueak- 


ing 
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ing around her Ah! my God! my dear! how 
hid it happen? Are you not hurt? Mill you have. 
a little Cologne avater ®£ As for me, having drawn 
an immenſe roll of Engliſh ſticking plaiſter out of 
my pocket, I preſented it to her trembling. Eh! 
my God, Mr. Engliſhma an, cried a droll fellow a 
few paces from me; that is only the form of her 
wounds. Happily at laſt, the Stentor of Pariſian 
Savoyards cried out, my Lord's coach. My com- 
panion got rid of her oflicious friends. With our 
eyes on the ground, we paſſed through a double 
rank of laughers, leaving Mademoiſelle * * * 's 
chariot for the Doctor to carry home the little Ju- 
lia, who fad accompanied her to the theatre. 

Having taken ſhelter in our carriage from the 
ſhower of ſarcaſms which our fall had rained upon 
us, I did every thing in my power to make my fair 
one forget the accident of the flair caſe : collecting 
with incredible efforts all the polite terms of gal- 
lantry, which I could gather from Boyer's Dicti- 
onary, and the firſt leſſon of the Abbe F. . I 
liſped a foolith apology in the moſt pitiful and con- 
fuſed jargon, and as J ſuſpected that my words 
were ſcarce intelligible, I added ſuch geſtures as 1 
thought were proper to expreſs their ſignification, 
The mild and gentle goodneſs with which ſhe re- 
ceived my penitence and eager deſires, tranſported 
nie with joy. We were already got into Richlieu- 
ſtreet, and entering the houſe, we remained alone 
for ſome minutes. 

The feeble reſiſtance which the beautiful creature 
oppoſed to my amorous aſſaults, had ſet me on 
fire, and I was become much more hardy; when, 
at that inſtant, the old Lady made her appearance : 
---ſhe affected to be diſpleaſed with ſuch a tete-a- 
tete, and in a harſh tone of voice, bid her daugh- 
ter go and undreſs herſelf ;---ſhe went away, turn» 
ing from me with a look of melancholy regret. 

F 2 Remaining 
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Remaining with the diſcregt and prudent dowa- 
ger, like a novice indeed, I endeavoured by the 
moſt carneſt proteſtations to appeaſe that anger, 
which the did not entirely conceal. Not being 
able to prevail with the old lady to unbend the ſe- 
verity of her wrinkled front, 1 was about to aban- 
don the enterprize with eq val chagrin, and impa- 
tience, when my illuſtrious and prudent ſupport, 
the adorable Doctor arrived. My look of aftoniſh- 
ment, and the angry ſilence of the mother, pre- 
ſented ſuch an unexpected appearance, both in 
the one and the other, that he was impatient to 
know the cauſe, and haſtily aſking ſome queſtions, 
he induced her to come to an immediate explana- 
tion. 

'Che old lady affecting to compoſe herſelf a little, 
---You know very well, Doctor, ſays ſhe, tha: my 
daughter is not in a fituation to play the fool. 1 
can very eaſily perceive that ſhe 1s fallen in love 
with my Lord, but it is my duty to watch over 
her with a motherly care. What would a certain 
perſon, who ſupports us at the porn, ſay, if he 
was to hear of ſuch a fooliſh buſineſs? I can very 
well believe, that my Lord is too much of a gentle- 
man to deceive us; but that is not enough: we 
are not in a ſituation to give way to occaſional at- 
tachments. Unfortunately, a woman who has once 
got upon the ſtage, cannot follow her own taſte and 
inclinations, without being ſecured . . . . In one 
word, Doctor, you, who are a man of fone, and 
know the world, will not ſurely blame me for be- 
ing fo juſtly alarmed.” 

Without making any reply to her, the judici- 
ous ſon of Eſculapius explained what ſhe had faid, 
which ſome interruptions had hindered me from 
comprehending, with ſuch. an able commentary, 
that I was determined without delay to offer ſome 
convincing Proofs of my conſtancy and _—_— 

too 
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I took out of my pocket-book, a bill for a thouſand 
louis d'ors, and reaching it to the mercileſs and 
artful karpy, I made ſome excuſes for my want of 
French. Oh! pardon me, my Lord, I underſtand 
you wonderfully well, replied ſhe, but I pray you 
do not ſuſpect me of being mercenary. It is ſo na- 
tural for a mother to ſecure the fortune of her 
daughter! We fee every day ſuch numberleſs 
treacheries! Likewiſe, you know that youth does 
not laſt for ever: I approved, with a nod of my 
head, the ſoundneſs of her reaſons. Beſides, con- 
tinned ſhe, in a ſoothing manner, the ſacrifice of 


youth and beauty could not be made to one more 
leſerving than you. It is well that I take this op- 


portunity of acquainting you before-hand, that my 
daughter is delicate upon this head even to a de- 
gree > of folly ; if ſhe had any ſuſpicion of this 
proof you have been juſt giving of your gallantry 
for her, all would be ruined. The poor girl bluſhes 
at mere nothings; would you think, that to ſup- 
port the appearance we are obliged to make in the 
world, I am forced to conceal from her thoſe marks 
of favour which ſhe receives? I pray you then do 
not mention it to her. However palpable the ſnare, 
ſhe decieved my exceflive credulity; and, like a 
true gudgeon, I equally admired the generous ſen- 
timents of the daughter, and the no leſs prudent 
demeanor of the mother, and ſqueezing her by the 
hand, my heart became ſtill lighter than my pock- 
et book. 

Mademoiſelle ***** and the little Julia returned 
at that inſtant, and immediately after we were 
told that ſupper was upon the table. If joy and 
pleaſure, even to intoxication, had been admitted 
but by degrees the night before; upon this occaſi- 
on it ſuddenly aſſumed that character. We were 
juſt in the middle of the deſert when ſomebody 
came and whiſpered Mademoiſelle Julia that ſhe 
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was im patiently expeQed at home. She inſtantly 
roſe up, and the gallant Doctor offering his ſer— 
vices to conduct her, his propoſal was accepted. 
He was a great while gone, and mamma ſaid ſhe 
was ſo fatigued with fitting up late the preceding 
evening, that, le-ning back upon the ſopha, ſhe 
fell to ſnoring with all her might. In proporticn 
as ſhe got into a ſound and deep ſleep, we, became 
more lively and awake. A ſudden ſtart, which 
opened the ears and eyes of the Duenna, interrup- 
ted our toying. Go to bed, mamma, faid the 
daughter, in puſhing ker foot againſt her's, you 
leep fitting. Fy! it; not pretty. | Preſently, my 
irl, he replied, with her mouth open and tongue 
Ae e She had ſcarcely pronounced theſe 
words, when, ſinking on her ſeat, ſhe ſnored 'oud- 
er than before. Oh! mamma, this is unſuffer- 
able! are not you ailamed? faid Maderouclle 
, in puſhing her arm, here is your candle, 
Come, come, anſwered the mother, riſing and 
rubbing her eyes, and then yawning as if ſhe 
would diſſocate her jaws, I don't know what makes 


me ſo fleepy to night, ſys ſhe, but, my children, 


ou will wait for the Doctor; however, be wiſe, 
and then wiſhing me a friendly good night, ſhe 
ſhut the door and retired, For the preſent all is 
well, ſaid Mademoiſelle *****, We renewed the 
diſecurſe we had begun, with a great deal of viva- 
city, If my phraſes were imperfect and incorrect, 
mi geſtures, as they had been in the carriage, ſu p- 

lied the want of lang 
it may perhaps be an advantage to be ignorant of 
the language, and, upon more occaſions than one, 
it has brought matters ſooner to a concluſion. In 
the mean time, ſuch agreeable entertainment made 
the hours glide ſwiftly away, and I wes uneaſy at 
my companion not having returned. I rung the 

ell -—inficad cf one of the lacqueys that uſed to 
| | anſwer, 


guage. In fuch a ſituation, 
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anſwer, I ſaw a great clumſy Abigail, who told 
me, ſmiling, that the Doctor ſaid he would not 
return, and that he had ſent home my cquipage : 
then turning to her young miltre!s, with a look of 
ſurpriſe, ſhe added with a timid ſtanmering voice, 
does not my Lord ſleep here? Eh! I do'nt know, 
replicd ſhe, with ſome emotion, and darting a 
look at me, as he pleaſcs. . ; but mamma 
adſbudikins! your mamma, ſaid the impudent 
jade, 1s aſleep, ſhe would not hear if it thundered, 
and to-morrow it will be day. Oh! let me alone 
to manage her; when ſhe wakes, the birds ſhall 
be flown, What is done is done; and you are 
ſuch good friends; why all this ceremony? How 
ſhe ſertles this matter, faid Mademoiſelle; trying 


to bluſh, and iqueezing my hand with ſuch ar- 


doar, that I broke looſe in bold and paſſionate ca- 
reſtes. Patience, patience, cried the vulgar wait- 
ing-maid, ftay till bye and bye. Come, Made- 
moiſelle, come along till [ undreſs you. At theſe 
words ſhe dragged her away to put her to bed, 
with a loud indecent laugh, recommending me to 
be quiet, and ſhe would very ſoon come and bring 
me to with her a good night. 

In fact, it was not long before ſhe returned; 
and here I finiſh my fecond day, drawing a veil 
over the realities and the dreams of this night of 
happiness. 


DAY 
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DAY TRE THIRD. 


What happened on my axvaking------- A ſingular and 
dangerous wiſit----4 cheat of a different kind, 


RAY of the ſun penetrating into the aicove 
between the curtains, which were not cloſe 
drawn, fell upon my eyes, and made me perceive 
that it was day. The object of my amorous intox- 
ication had meaſured how far it might bear, and 
was too expert a miſtreſs of her buſineſs to exhauit 
its fumes at once: ſhe immediately rang the bell. 
— The fat two-handed wench of a maid came in. 


She had taken care to ſet every thing near me J 


wanted.—With her aſſiſtance I roſe, and bating a 
little diſorder in my hair, was in a condition to go 
out in a morning dreſs which had been brought me. 
Mean time ſomebody Knocked rudely at the 
door—the maid run thither. I ſaw her return 
with a rueful length of face, holding a paper in 
her hand, which ſhe gave her miſtreſs; who, ha- 
ving caſt her eyes over it, with an air of no leſs 
conſternation, uttering a ſorrowful and bitter ſigh, 
cried, Ah! my God! ſhew him in; but at leaſt 
give me time to get out of bed.—At theſe words 
ſhe haſtily got up, and huddling on a diſhabille, 
threw herſelf into an eaſy chair, where the ſat in 
2 ſilence. I told her, that if ſhe had any 
uſineſs, which it was improper for me to over- 
hear, I would go and leave her at liberty. No, 
not at all, cried ſhe, ſqueezing my hand, and giv- 
ing her countenance the mot diſconſolate air poſ- 
ible, tis nothing, ſtay. The maid introduced 


2 crabbed- looking man, in a mean dreſs.— 80, 
Mr. 
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Mr. Rag, you are very uneaſy about a trifle, ſaid 
my Goddets, peeviſhly, how can you teaze me in 
this manner? Lou have choſen your time very 
ill. What! make me get out of bed for ſuch a 
valtry affair. Excuſe me, Madam, replied he, 
„ich a ſullen and profound bow—lt is paſt twelve, 
and 1 did not think I ſhould come ſo unſeaſonably. 
You are in a great hurry then No man is a leſs 
rnportunate creditor than I, Madam; but, on my 
conſcience, the times are ſo hard—I have run over 
the whole neighbourhood ] have been to twenty 
of your ladies before I came to you, and have not 
been able to collect a ſingle /ous in my whole round. 
—-Beſides you know very well your little private 
bill is running on—in fincerity I can no longer go 
without the money. — However, you muſt wait a 
little longer. I cannot, I am very ſorry — tis 
with pain I ſhould find myſelf obliged to take any 
methods diſagreeable to you. — After ſome pretty 
ſmart expreſſions, by which the dialogue was heigh- 
tened on both ſides; the creditor retired with 
threats, My God! cried the fair one, ſhould my 
nramma know of this !—Crief drew tears from her 
eyes.—The maid, pale and terrified, bore part in 
the ſorrow of her nuſtreſs. Alas! Madam, what 
is to be done! That curſcd fellow Rag is as deaf 
to reaſon as a Swifs—— Well! run and give him my 
braceiets, The geſture with which this was accom- 
panied, ſhewed me plainly the ſcheme, and diſco- 
vered that they had played the part of ſharpers, 
and nothing remainel for me but to continue that 3 
of the dupe, which I had ſo admirably begun.— 

However, it was not thus, I qualified matters in 
my delirium, I eagerly ſtopped the trinkets; and 
taking up the bill winch lay on the toilet, I per- 
ceived at the bottom, a total of two thouſand Hvres 
tournois,—With as much warmth as pride, I gave 


orders to run after the inſolent creditor, and de- 
5 (3 clared 
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clared it was only a trifle : —that order was ſeized 
with avidity, and executed with ſtill more ſpeed, 
by the ready handmaid. The miſtreſs, with all 
the tranſport of extreme affliction, had made ſome 
ſteps towards the door, in order to ſtop her courſe, 
but it. was too late, and then returning to me, pro- 
teſted that ſhe would not ſuffer an indignity that 
ms bring her pure and diſintereſted tenderneſs 
under ſuſpicion. I inſiſted, in terms of the utmoſt 
humility; ſhe gave way to the molt exceſſive ſor- 
row, and almoſt tore her hair; at laſt good Mr. 
Rag returned. —Encouxaged by the ſervant to over- 
rule the ſcruples of my too delicate miſtreſs, I did 
not make him languiſh in expectation.— At the 
expence of the greateſt part of the money I had in 
my pocket, his diſcharge was put into my hands. 
Nothing could equal the joy of the creditor; he 
aſſured me that I had ſaved his credit and his for- 
tune, and retired, after making an hundred bows 
as humble as hypocritical ; for among theſe ladies, 
what ſeems to go out at one door, often comes in 
again at another. The reader will fee whether I 
have not had reaſon to believe the pretended Mr. 
Rag, to have acted in concert with my Dulcineas, 
and poured my money into the coffers of the in- 
duſtrious and artful mamma. 

IT took inexprefiible pains to conſole my nymph 
for the favour I had juſt done her, and my proteſ- 
tations began to produce ſome effect, when Fan- 
chon re-appeared with the chocolate. Sancta Ma- 
ria, Mademoiſelle, cried ſhe, ſure you have reaſon 
for all theſe tears They that have plenty beſtow 
on their neighbours. —My Lord has done this with 
ſo good a grace, that it is plain it has given him no 
trouble. Long live the Engliſh ! They'll ſooner 
pay an hundred piſtoles, than another will a com- 
pliment; talk to me of that. Stop your fooliſh 


tattle cried Mademoitelle ***, and wiping her eyes, 
made 
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made her deep melancholy give way to the fond- 
eſt endearments.—The ſky being thus cleared, we 
fat down to breakfaſt. 

The fair one begun to accuſtom herſelf to my 
bad French. Our «converſation turned upon the 
ſubjects moſt intereſting to a fine lady, dreſs, fur- 
niture, - jewels, carriages, and ſpirited horſes.— 
We were conſidering the laſt of theie objects, when 
the Doctor came in. His face wore an air of tri- 
vmph, which ſeemed to participate of mine. He 


fitted his tone and his behaviour to the agreeable- 


circumſtances of the morning. At lait the plea- 
ſantries were exhauſted. When a girl like Made- 
moilelle *** has brought an intereſting ſubject on 
the carpet, ſhe does not eaſily let it drop; the 
chapter of carriages was therefore reſumed and ex- 

amined to the bottom. I ſhall omit the detail 
which the Pector entered i into upon that head, and 
only tell the reader, that with great addreſs, they 
diſpoſed me to eclipſe the ſplendor of that profu- 
fon which Lord E* * * T* * laviſhed on the god- 


deſs who the day before had been fo diſagreeably 


turned out from the beulevard, and even of all 


thoſe inſtances of prodigality that have diftinguiſh- 
ed our illuſtrious countrymen in the ſtreets of Pans. 

I quitted Mademoiſelle ***, and parted from the 
Doctor for ſome hours.—Swelled with a ridiculous 
pride, er rather with a frantic vanity, I hurried 
away to realize the ſcheme they had inſinuated. I 
wanted to unite the pleaſure of ſurprize to the 
merit of my profuſion. The Eſculapius was not 
in the ſecret, and by the cares of my dextrous and 
active Provencal, afhiſted with a new fragment of 
my pocket book, fix ſuperb courſers were lodged 
in Mademoiſelle * “'s ſtable, and a magnificent 
Berlin in her coach-houſe occupied the place of a 
ſcanty Diligence in the Engliſh faſhion, winch was 
returned to the coach hirer.. 
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I was in my own apartment, applauding myſelf 
for ſo finiſhed a piece of folly, when the Sieur Gar- 
del came to give me my leſſoꝑ. The Doctor ar- 
rived—he was yet unacquainted with my magniſi- 
cent gallantry.— The gigantic Eſculapius and the 
mountebank, vied with each other in expreſing 
their extacy at the diſplay of my riling graces. At 
laſt, intoxicated with their praiſes, I dreſſed myſelf 
magnincently, in order to go out. — We were to 
Fay a viſit to the Baron de * * *®, where J was in- 
vited to dinner. — One of my ſervants announced 
Major Saggs* ; though unacquainted with me, he 
addreſſed me familiarly, and paſſed himſelf for a 
countryman, who, warm in his affections, was 
ready to make the firſt advances, and de ſirous of 
introducing me to a ſhare in the pleaſures of all 
the brilliant circles in which he was inſtalled. 

Had I not then been in a paroxyſm of madneſs, 
I ſhould have diſcovered in his figure every ſymp- 
tom of knavery, and from his cormorant air, pe- 
netrated the motrves of his viſit. But my ftupid 
vanity had been fo exalted by the underitrappers 
who beſet me, that through its veil 1 could only 
ſee prevention of friendſhip, and even homage.— 
The Major entertained me with political news, 
and then talked of play. He diſcuſſed this laſt 
ſubject like a maſter, and laid the ſcene of his ex- 
I in places ſo auguſt; that, conſidering my 
ittle experience, it was entirely impoſſible ſor me 
to form the leaſt diſhonourable ſuſpicion of him.— 
I did not know that an embroidered cheat, by the 
help of a ſum of moncy, and a pack of cards, ſets 
himſelf down every day by the ſide of a Prince, 
and enters into familiarity with nne, and that 
there is no where leſs diſtinction among men, than 
in the places where Pharaoh makes one of the moſt 
— occupations of life. Our 

* Philiy Bagęs was Mejor in the 6gth regiment, 
a; 4. T 
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Our converſation went no farther; the Major 
took his leave, after having aſſured me of the plea- 
{ure it would give him to meet me after dinner at 
the Baron's; to which he added, the agreeable 
propotal of ſpending the evening with him, and a 
ſelect company of our countrymen ; “ at leaſt, my 
Lord,” continued he, „ till the moment when 
pleaſure ſhall bring you back to the arms of love.“ 
—— Theſe lait words were uttered with a very af- 
fected giggle, and a ſiy look; which firſt ſixed up- 
on me, aiterwards fell upon the Doctor. — Waile 
liſtening to him, I carried my folly to the higheſt 
pitch. My frivolity exceeded a hundred times the 
tevicy cf th2 moſt finiſhed French coxcomb, and 1 
{incied ryſelf a man initiated in all the moſt refined 
myſteries of the Scavoir Vivre, and even ready to 
lead the faſhion in it. 

As the Doctor was an kabitual gueſt at the Pa- 
ron's table, the reader will not be turprized to ſind 
him accompany me without ceremony. — The en- 
tartainment was elegant but the ardour for play, 
which defrayed the expence of the repaſt, abridged 
it greatly. I was ſeated by a young man of an a- 
m:able figure, and a decent and pleaſing behaviour, 
Stranger, as I was to the world, I eaſily per- 
ceived that he was ſtill leſs acquainted with it than 
J. He talked of play with paſſion, and by his 
whole converſation, which turned upon nothing 
elſe, ſnewyed that his fondneſs for it roſe to phren- 
25: had not his countenance at the ſame time 
borne deciſive marks of ingenuity and candour 


enough to diihpate all prejudice, he might have 


been claſſed with the F..., but he was ſtill only 
in the rank of dupes. His diſcourſe was mixed 


wich much indiſcretion, and ſtill more vanity 
above all, he attached a prodigious value to the 


chance of fortune, and he could not ſpeak three 
words without boaſting of his own. — To ll the 
aukwardneſs 
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aukwardneſs of a | novice, like myſelf, he joined 
the childiſhneſs of an only ſon, ſpoiled in his fa. 
ther's houſe by a domeſtic tutor, unacquainted 
with mankind, and whoſe long infancy mult con- 
ſequenciy be loſt in manhood. I naturally looked 
down upon ſuch a character with pity: blind as f 
was to my owa condect, I reaſoned juſtly enough, 
which is but too common, on that of my neigh- 
beurs, Iwas ſtruck with the young man's appear- 
ance, and on riſing from table, aſced the Doctor 
wito he was, when I learned that he was a rich 
Weſt-Indian, whoſe father, ho. vever, had laviſhed 
away triple the fortune he had left his fon. 

It was not long before all the gueſts were enga- 
ged at whiſt. Chance, as I thought, had arranged 
he actors: we were in want of ladies. -The Ba- 
jeneſs made a party with three old gentlemen, | long 
intimates in the family. 1 found myſelf partner 
with my young neighbour at dinner, againſt the. 
maſter of the heuſe, and a huge lank-fided figure 
of affected phraſe and dra Ou tone, who called 
kimſelf the Marquis de.. The gmilarf ity of 
names made me pre:vme he was related to Colo- 
nel... . , nor was I miſtaken; it was his ſon.— 
When the play began, I perceived wich what diffi- 
culty the young impetuous Raw could reitrain his 
g ming petulent ſpirit; it was irritated by the 
ſtudied procedure of a game of combination, and 
he ſighed for thoſe where the chance was more 
ſimple and more rapid. As the cards jog his 
imagination painted to him the chances at wingt 
un, or irente et quarante; theſe foreign ſpecula- 


tions are incompatible with whift, and accordingly 
our antagoniſts made their advantage of it. 

The young man doubled en my fiake, which 
was cenſiderable, 2 and worthy of the rage and cal- 
culating genius of the Baron ;—his madneſs for 
chances had drawn him in ſtill farther to lay wa- 


gers, 
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ers, capable of decupling his loſs. —In a few games 

loſt a hundred louis; what young Raw had ven- 
tured was pocketed by the worthy ſon of the Colo- 
nel, who making his bow, offered with an 1ronical 
air to give him three or ſour leſſons a week. 

Major Saggs, who entered a little before, ha- 
ving walked round the ſaloon, had ſtopped to ſee 
the end of our game. Well, gentlemen,” ſail 
he, „as whiſt has been your enemy, you muſt 
repair your luck at vingt un. He then conducted 
us to a long table ſpread, in Cul de lampe, which 
ſormed the bottom of the apartment we were in. 
It was ſoon ſurrounded by ten or twelve actors. I 
there paſſed two hours between the Major and the 
imprudent Raw. The firſt loaded me with ca- 
reſles and profeſſions of friendſhip: he had the 
complaiſance to teach me to calculate and foreſee 
my ſtrokes; thanks to his advice, I got up nearly 
as I fate down to play. He told me it was time to 
go, and treading on the cards, with which the floor 
of the ſaloon was already deluged, I followed him 
with young Raw, and my worthy and liege phyfi- 
clan. 

We flew to the Mayor's lodgings at the Hotel de 
York, where he expected that evening, what he 
called the flower of our countrymen. It was not 
long before the circle was complete. I there knew 
Sir Walter Whim, as well as young Rois, a Scotch 
gentleman of immenſe fortune, whoie extreme 
vouth then made him, like me, fit for receiving 
every impreſſion, and falling into every ſnare. As 
a check upon three imprudent monkies, the Major 
had oppoled five or fix of thoſe knowing travellers, 
who continually make the round from Paris to 
London, from London to Spaw, and fxing their 
acad-quarters in each ot theie, periodically trani- 
port themſelves to every place where a concourſe 


of 
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of company brings young people of family to be 
liſhed, and- money to be gained. 

Not to ſcare the game, the time before ſupper 
was paſſed in a converſation upon matters of gal- 
lantry; which is ordinarily the firſt bait thrown 

out by cheſe illuſtrious perſonages to decoy youth. 

ſy feats had made a noiſe; my magnihcence, or 
rather my ſollies, divulged by the voice of ſcandal, 
had eſtabliſned me a brilliant reputation, and an- 
nounced a character which theſe honeſt gentlemen 
had propoſed to turn to account ---Heads fursiſhed 
like theirs, could neicher undertake nor ſupport a 
ſerious converſation. La“ was ling to day 
at Lord s, ſaid one of the aſuſtants. Yes, 
upon my honour,” replied Sir Walter, forcing a 
little the frozen inſipid tone of voice in which "he 
almoſt conſtantly ſpeaks. ** Sir Walter,” {aid the 
Major, ſhe has ſhot you, ware your flegm---No I 
ſwear to you---How ! 1 favear io you, why you be- 
gin to grow warm, IJ ſwear to you, is ſomething 
extraordinary, and betrays a troubled foul: Sir 
Walter, Sir Walter, you have received a mortal 
wound.----But whatever be in that, continued he, 
there's a certain cock-noſed keen looking lively 
little rogue, to whocn I would give the apple: but 
huſh, added! ne, looking at me, the Paris of that 
adventure is not far off; and, for a beginner, the 
place has been beſieged with as much eclat as ſuc- 
ceſs.-Theſe words drew every eye upon me. The 
devil! my Lord, cried the lank-ſided formal Mar- 
quis, how! you have eſtabliſhed yourſelf there! 
ray God! what magnificence! why, there was 
cnough to conquer half the Opera. But Wo was 
te woeful ſtupid Mercury that could lead you into 
ſo capital a blunder with regard to the current 
prices? Here I obſerved the Doctor grow pale, 


an! blaming in my heart the Count's indiſcretion, 
J haſten- 
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J haſtened to draw him out of the ſcrape. Mar- 
quis, ſaid I, I gratify my own taſte, without aſſiſt- 
ance or advice.”---So much the worſe, my Lord, 
fo much the worſe, you will ſpoil us all thoſe 
princeſſes.” | | 

We ſat down to table, and talked nonſenſically 
till the deſert. Then the vapours of the wine, and 
the efferveſcence of our brains, 'animating the con- 
verſation, it acquired an unbridled and diſguſting 
licenttouſneſs, which inſpired the toaſts that were 
put round, and theſe coming in rapid ſucceſhon, 
gave us up without defence, and deſtitute of rea- 
ſon, to the deſigns of the Major. 

The ſophiſticated wines I had drank, were fol- 
lowed by the diſtilled poiſons invented by debauch. 


From the table we made but one leap to ſeat 


ourſelves round a green cloth. The Major poured - 
out before him a conſiderable quantity of gold, at 
the fight of which _ Raw's eyes opened to 
double their uſual orbit : he ſtaked ten louis, which 
were immediately covered. The ſober and pru- 
dent Doctor ſuſpected how this eſſay would ſucceed, 
and ventured five---they won. The Baronet, the 
Scotchman, and I, entered inſenſibly into the 
game, it favoured us too. Our brains heated by ſuc- 
ceſs, we plunged deeply into it, and luck immedt- 
ately turned. In a thort time, the ſtrong waters, 
which had ſtaggered our ſenſes, being put into 
greater fermentation by heady punch, which we 
wallowed without thinking of it, we neither ſaw 
nor acted, but with diſorder and confuſton. We 
grew more eager as our loſſes increaſed; our mo- 
n2y, our notes, our words, eſcaped from our fran- 
tic hands and ſtammering tongues. In vain would. 
the reader expect a detail of this horrid evening. 
My confuſed reaſon cannot recollect the particular: ; 
yet I have no lels reaſon to bluſh for having ſo en- 
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tirely drowned it, as abſolutely to forget what cha- 
ritable hands d me without ſenſe, and depri\ ed 
of every faculty, out of this ſhameful and inf... 


- mous den. 
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„ FOURTH 


A diſagreeable waking. --My Laſſes recovered” only in 


appearance. 


FTE R the oppreſſive ſtupifying ſleep of 
drunkennels, I opened my eyes, which were 
weak and inflamed ; heavy, fick, and perplexed, I 
heard the clock ſtrike one; I got out of bed, 
waere I was burning. hot and reſtleſs :---my totter- 
ing limbs ſtill bent under me. In proportion as 
the chaos of my thoughts cleared up, and my me- 
mory became diſencumbered from the vapour of. 
wine, I endeavoured to recolle& the laſt actions of, 
the day, or rather of laſt night, and I could trace 
nothing back but the moſt frightful confuſion : I 
was even afraid to go in queſt of the diſtreſſing 
truth acroſs this maze of darkneſs. In this per- 
plexity, I had no other reſource but to ſend for 
the Doctor. 

„Well! my dear Lord,” fays he, I ſee you. 
are ſick and fatigued ;--ah ””! continued he, with an. 
affected ſorrow, ** ſee what it is to give up both 
health and money, full ſwing, without the ſmalleſt 
reſerve. The ſum which you have loſt, to be ſure, 
is conſiderable, but if it proves an uſeful leſſon to 
you, and you profit by it, you have by no means 


paid too dear for it.“ How, ſay you! I have 
loſt a confiderable ſum ?---'The money that I had 
in my pocket could not exceed fiſty louis-d'ors.---- 


Why ſurely, my Lord, you do not reflect: in truth 
you forget your uſual good ſenſe ; I was tired 
making ſigns to you, but nevertheleſs you would 
ſtill perſiſt. However, you are not the only, nor 
the moſt unfortunate ſufferer ; Sir Walter, and the 
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hot-headed Roſs, were ſliarers with you in your 
misfortune. Sir Walter loſt eighteen hundred 
uineas, and Roſs ſeven thouſand, and you----- 


how I !---yes, even you, my Lord; have you for- 


got with what phrenzy you ſtill perſevered, and 
every time that you loſt, you continued to lay dou- 
ble. I cannot refuſe to do juſtice to the Major as 
a fair player; yet it is incredible to think with 
what conſtancy fortune favoured him.- -I have, in- 
deed, ſome flight remembrance of his having gain- 
ed ſomething of me, on my word.---How ! three 


- thouſand guineas, ſomething ! Ah! my Lord !---- 


Three thouſand, ſaid I with ſurprize !---Yes ; juſt 
ſo much: I am ſorry for it, but it is true, neverthe- 
Jeſs. I remained dumb and quite tupified. I was 
waked out of my reverie by the coming of the lit- 
tle Scotchman, who had loſt ſeven thouſand gui- 
neas, The ſight of a man, who has been more 
unfortunate than ourſelves, apparently alleviates 
our diſgrace. The thought of his loſſes rouſed me 
ſo as to make me pet up to receive him. 

© Roſs was pale, worn and fatigued, as much as 1 
was; but I ſoon obſerved that his ſpirits were ſup- 
ported by anger. My Lord, ſaid he, at entering 
the door, by all that is good, we were pillaged, 
murdered, and aſſaſſinated; we laſt night fell into 
the ſnare of a gang of ſharpers. Pardon me, Doc- 
tor, you made one of the ſet, and that frequently 
_—_ to be your caſe, but I accept you. You 
pocketed ſomething, and I am willing to believe 
you won it fairly; but it ſuits very ill with a man 
of your profeſſion to be the ſupporter of a gaming- 
houſe. Sir, replied the Phyſician, very — 3 
who had been at firſt diſconcerted by this apoſtrophe, 
you wander exceedingly in talking after this rate of 
thoſe with whom you was in company laſt night: 
as for me, I may preſume to go.---Yes, to your pa- 
tients, at this inſtant, replied the angry Scot. as 
WHARAat 
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what ſignifies that to me ; tis to you, my Lord, I 
come, to declare openly, that as to the money I had 
in my pocket, 1 conſent, with all my heart, that it 
ſhould be filched from me; it is but a juſt puniſh- 
ment, for letting myſelf be ſeduced into ſuch a 
cut- throat place; but as for the ſeven thouſand 
guineas, which the Major aſſerts to have been loft 
to him as a debt of honour, may the earth ſwal- 
low me up, if the ſcoundre! Mall ever finger one 
penny. They had ſo confounded my reaſon, and 
ſtupified my ſenſes, that I did not know whether I 
played for ſeven thouſand, or for ſeven million of 
guineas ; and they were not aſhamed to play us a 
thouſand ſharping tricks, while we were in that 
ſituation, 

Sir, anſwered the Doctor, in a milder tone than 
before, I dare aſſure you, that you owed that at 
going away; I was perfectly ſober. I did not go 
away, Doctor, J was carried; and your ſobriety 
ſhall add no value to your evidence, I reject it. My 
Lord, continued he, without ſeeming to mind how 
the other would reliſh what he had ſaid, I am re- 
ſolved to come to every extremity, rather than a- 
bandon to theſe plunderers the ſmalleſt atom of 
their prey : I hurried here to acquaint you with it, 
and to adviſe you to follow my example. 

'The violent Roſs was in this part of his conver- 
ſation, when in came Sir Walter. His long, me- 
lancholy countenance, always cold and unchangea- 
ble, ſeemed. not to be affected with ſentiment, or 
any kind of emotion, Well! Sir Walter, ſaid I, 
what do you think of our misfortune ?---I think no 
more of it; I have paid.---Paid ! cried the en- 
raged Roſs, very well, every one may allow him- 
ſelf to be pillaged that pleaſes : but may I be treat- 
ed with the utmoſt contempt, if ſuch knaves ſhall 
ever ſee one halfpenny of the money they would 
have trepanned from me. Some ſuch ſuſpicions 
came 
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came in my head, replied the Knight, with his 
uſual hlegm ; . bat I have been reflecting, that 
when ſuch people as we have been guilty of a folly, 
and can get out of the ſcrape for money, the bet 

way is to ſwallow it in ſilence, and never return 
again, 

This manner of taking things is both noble and 
judicious, and truly worthy of you, Sir Walter, ſaid 
the Doctor with ſome warmth ;---if theſe gentle- 
men (which God forbid that I ſhould believe) had 
been capable of tricking you, that method is fill 
the only one that remains to be taken. O my 
liege fellow, cried Roſs, in ſquinting at him, you 
have your reaſons for highly approving a little filly 
pride, which theſe villas have an intereſt in cry- 
ing up; but I would have you to know, that theſe 
impudent ſharpers ſhall not make a harveſt of ie- 
ven thouſand guineas, with impunity, Liberty, 
Liberty ! let every one make his own way, but for 
my part I am reſolved. If I was capable of ſuch 
a folly; my guardian The Major is too 
reaſonable a man, replied] ihe other, not to enter 
into an accommodation with you, and to be ſatisfied 
with ſome acknowledgement until you are of age to 
.. . + You may aſſure him from me, he ſhall have 
neither the one nor the other. He then made a mo- 
tion towards me, and I got up, as I imagined he 
was going away. When | was accompanying 21m 
to the door, he adviſed me in the ſtrongeſt terms 
not to be the dupe of ſuch a crece; I repeat his 
own expreſſion. As for hipa, he Gas that he was 
reſolved, and the unfortunate Major found him 
undaunted. After ſome ſwaggering threats, and a 
pretended purſuit to E noland, which terminated at 
Calais, he is returned empty-handed and high- 
creſted, to reſume his courſes among the gay world. 


with his former aſſociates | 
What 
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What a madman ! ſaid the Doctor when I re- 
turned. Till then, I had preſerved. a profound 
ſilence, I will confeſs to you with the greateſt 
candour, my dear Doctor, replied I, that I fee ſome 
reaſon for his reſolution. To be ſure the conduct 
of Sir Walter is more honourable, but IT muſt ſay 
that I join in the ſuſpicions of the other, although 
Jam reſolved to follow the Baronet's example. 

The Doctor was impatient to reſume the diſ- 
courſe :---I plainly perceive ſentiments of your no- 
ble birth; I was vexed to ſee your infatuation, 
that would puſh a run of bad luck ; I was grieved 
at your loſs, but I cannot help admiring both of you 
jor having determined to act like men of prudence, 
and men of honour. Come, my dear friend, diſ- 
charge this debt of three thouſand guineas, that it 
may be no more mentioned. With a flow and 
trembling hand, I took ſome bills out of my pocket- 
book, which ſhrunk apace, and delivered them to 
him with the deepeſt regret. Such a ſacrifice was 
very far from procuring me the ſame fatisfaQtion as 
that made to Mademoiſelle *'* * * ;---a heavy figh 
eſcaped me, and I bitterly lamented the time that 
was let ſlip, and the money which was laviſhed, 
and not in her company. 

The noiſe of a carriage was heard in the court, 
---what was my ſurprize and joy when I ſay her 
get out! Undoubtedly, the God of Love, jealous 
of the ſacrifice which the deity of th ieves and 
ſharpers, who ſometimes ſhares with him in this ca- 
pital, had ſurprized from me, was come to reclaim 
my homage. 'The fair creature, all in tears, ruſhed 
into my arms. Good God! my dear friend! 
what is this the Doctor has been telling my mamma 
this morning? What! was it to go and make a ſa- 
crihce of yourſelf at tente et quarente, laſt night, 
that I was forſaken ? Alas! what have I not ſut- 
tered ! Do you know this is the way to ruin your- 
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ſelf? What do you propoſe doing? It is nothing, 
replied I, prefiing her tenderly by the hand- or 
but a trifle, added the Doctor haughtily ; three 
thouſand louis-d'ors will not make my Lord ſtar- 
tle :---the only regret that he can poſſibly feel, 
is the not having made a better uſe of them, conti- 
nued he, with an air of myſtery. Undoubtedly, 
ſaid I, upon that condition I could bear the loſs, 
I am not very rich, ſaid the fair one affectedly, but 
I hope my Lord reckons ſufticiently upon my at- 
tachment, to-. Here the herome cait down her 
eyes, and appeared oppreſſed by the load cf ſenti- 
ment which obliged her to ſpeak. At ſight of this 
I became exceſſively affected, and not ſuſpecting 
any thing of this new way of ſowing to reap again, 
I haftened to comfort her, by diſplaying to her view 
eight hundred pieces in gold, and about fix thou- 
ſand more in paper. 

At viewing this treaſure, the roſes of her com- 
plexion revived, and fixing her eyes upon ſuch a 
precious fund, ſhe perſuaded me of the intereſt ſhe 
took in my affairs; her tender proteſtations began 
to baniſh from my mind the remembrance of my 
misfortune and folly, and were ended with an aſ- 
ſurance that I would do myſelf the pleaſure of wait- 
ing on her in the evening; I went out a little time 
— to go and dine with Count ****, 

He had aſſembled a numerous company, com- 


poſed almoſt entirely of the ſame people that I had 


ſeen at the Baron's. I obſerved that the old Colo- 
nel was as much maſter here, as the Doctor was at 
the other place. A moſt ſumptuous dinner was 
ſerved up. Every thing in this houſe declared that 
they did honour to the ſucceſſion of the old banker, 
by the perfect contraſt of ail the ways he had taken 
to accummulate for half a century. Play ſucceed- 
ed here likewiſe to good cheer, and for the preſent 1 
did wonderfully well; beſides the ready 3 
whic 
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which might amount to about 200 louis d'or, I. 
found at going away that I had won about fifteen 
hundred more upon credit from the Marquis de 
3 A very wonderful affair, and ſcarce to be 

elieved was, this Marquis, ſon- in- law of the Ba- 
ron, was a Gaſcon, and the people of this province 
are ſuppoſed to have the talent of commanding for- 
tune equal to the Piedmonteſe. After having gain- 
ed ſuch a remarkable victory, I made a ſignal to 
the Doctor, and we went away. 

Well, ſaid he, you ſee that fortune is equally in- 
conſtant at play as in war. Another ſuch meeting 
as this, and you will have entirely effaced the re- 
membrance of your laſt night's adventure. Vou 


cannot think how I am delighted with this turn of 


fortune. I thanked him very calmly. Happy 
character, cried he, always the ſame in proſperity 
and adverſity ! With this ſort of chat we paſſed 
the time till we got to Mademoiſelle... .'s. My 
chearful ſerene looks, aided with a glance from the 
eye of the Doctor, made them divine at my entering 
that I brought good news : he 1mmediately in- 
formed the ladies. Oh ! how I am delighted, ſaid 
Mademoiſelle, after loading me with careiles, but 
after this you muſt be wiſe, and leave off play.---I 
am very much of that opinion, added the prudent 
Doctor. As for a little party, ſuch as our wviufgt-un 
the other night, replied the mother with an atteted 
air, that does no harm, one can go to bed as if no- 
thing had happened. She then gave vent to a par - 
cel of common-place ſavings, againſt the fatal ef- 
fects of gaming, and was not ſparing of anecdotes, 
which the phyſician took care to ſoften by ſome li- 
mitations, which he was impatient to ſubjoin.----- 
This converſation was continued till ſupper was 
pretty well over; at every ſtroke of morality which 


the old lady let fly at me, the young one, leaning 
I upon 


50 TuT ENGLISHMAN's 


upon me with the moſt amorous glances, do you un- 
deritend all this, ſaid ſhe, my good friend. 

Thus the evening ſlipped away, and while I was 
delighted with the zeal of the ladies, the Doctor 
diſappeared without acquainting me, and went 
home in my carriage. In a few minutes after, I 
retired with Mademoiſelle. . . . Well! ſaid ſhe, 
you have won then? Keep this money, it will bring 
you good luck. Nothing more was wanted to in- 
flame my prodigal temper, and for that very rea- 
{on I would ſhare my winnings with her. She re- 
fuſed it with warmth, and I was more than an 
nour before I could prevail with her; yielding at 
laſt to my intreaties, I will keep it for you, ſaid ſhe, 
and if ever you are in ill luck, you ſhall find it 
here. Delighted with her idea, I gave her the 
waole ſum, which ſhe tumbled into her purſe. 'The 
purſe of an opera-girl is like the gulph of Acheron, 
neither of them ever yield up their prey. All the 
money of the Bank of England might get in, but 
to recover any, Hic labor, hoc opus eff. 

Such was the fate of money gained with ſo much 
trouble and ſuch good fortune. It will be ſeen 
that I was not more lucky in the uſe I made of that 
for which the Marquis was my debtor, 


DAY 


FORTNIGUHT ar PARIS. 51 


SAT ISS IF FI 
Siocl- Jobbing.-Oreat Buſineſs.--A vexing Diſcovery. 


Left Mademoilelle .... next day about mid- 
day, and met the Doctor on entering the hotel. 
was told at the gate that he had been waiting two 
hours with impatience. *©* My dear Lord, ald he, 
] have been here a great while, and having an af 
fair of conſequence to communicate to you, I 
watched the moment of your return. I come from 
that unfortunate Marquis, whom you treated ſo 
roughly yeiterday at play. He came to me very 
early this morning. ; poor man, how I pitied him ! 
The people of this country have not ſuch immenſe 
fortunes as in England. He is quite diſtracted, --- 
As the laws of honour ordain that be ſhould pay 
you in twenty-four hours, he has been obliged to ac- 
quaint his father-in-law, the Baron de. . , with 
his diſtreſs. He undoubtedly thought he had rea- 
ſon to expect ſome aſſiſtance from his purſe, but 
there he has likewiſe been deceived. Great as is 
the Baron's fortune, his enterprizing ſpirit fre- 
quently cccaſions his coffers to be empty. The 
uni>rtunate Marquis does not know what to do.--- 
« Well! let him take his own time, I am in no 
hurry for payment.“ That ig very obliging, 
but allow me to ſpeak to you ingenuouſty, 

It is a bad maxim to let our debts in play lie over; 
for it not only expotes one to give revenge, but like- 
wife deprives us of all our advantages: your inten- 
tion is not to ſpend your life at the gaming-table. Re- 
volving the matter in my own mind, I have thought 


of a project by which you will be paid immediately, 
2 and 


— 1 


ae 


— 


n 


52 Tre ENGLISHMAN“s 


and even with conſiderable advantage; but I do not 
know whether it will be agreeable to vou. Ex- 
plain yourſelf, Doctor, and I will give you my 
ſentiments.---Beftdes, it may turn out ſo as to in- 
demnify you the expences of your tour to Paris. 
{ underſtand you ſtill leſs than before. Tis true, it 
requires a little patience, and likewiſe ſome ſmall 
turn for ſpeculation Well, let us hear 1t.---I pray 
you, my dear Lord, if you pleaſe to attend; I have 
your intereſt at heart, and it is that only which has 
inſpired me with the idea [ am going to mention to 
you; the thought is entirely my own : there is no- 
thing certain, but I have the ſtrongeſt hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding. 
« 'The Baron has certainly one of the ableſt 
heads that nature ever organized; his ſpeculations 
are equally deep and certain ; beſides the faith of 


the public flies to meet all his projects, and the moſt 


brilliant ſucceſs has taught it to put a true value 
upon them: upon this laſt occaſion, he has even 
ſurpaſſed himſelf. 

«« Spain has long concealed unknown treaſures in 
the bowels of the earth, and while ſhe has been 
employed at a great expence in heaping up thoſe of 
the new world, the others have lain neglected, but 
the eye of genius penetrates every where. The 
Baron, whoſe views never fail, ſuſpects that there 
are more precious metals to be found in Spain t'-:n 
Peru and Potoſi both produce. There is a ſcheme 
on foot for opening theſe deep mines once more. 
This will require a great expence, and therefore 
muſt be ſupported by a powerful company, com- 
poſed of a certain number of ſubſcribers. This 


+ The Author may be here charged with committing 
a miftike, for the mines of Potoſi are in Peru; but 
perhaps he did this the better to expoſe the ignorance of 
t5e blundering cheat. 
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rich and well-founded enterprize has acquired the 
oreateſt credit, I have thought, my Lord, of tak- 
ing the preſent opportunity to obtain a ſhare for 


you of the immenſe riches whick are here pro- . 


miſed.---{ cannot concerve how that is to be done. 
Vet nothing in the world can be more fimple.--- 
The fifteen hundred louis-d'ors which is owing to 
you, ſhall ſerve for a part of this valuable acquiſi- 
tion. Perhaps you will be obliged to add fome- 
thing, but it is money well laid out. I preſumes 
ſufficiently upon my credit with the Baron, to en- 
gage him to transfer one of the ſubſcriptions, which 
ſtill remains in his hands, to you.“ Truly, my 
dear Doctor, you are an admirable fellow. Do 
you imagine that the Baron does not know the va- 
lue of theſe ſhares too well, to let him conſent to 
ſuch a bargain ?**---** Leave the management of 
that to me ; he 1s as generous as he 15 wile and no 
man can put a bigher value upon liberal actions. 
He has the moſt tender affe ion for his family, 
and I will take it upon myſelf to let him know 
your behaviour to his ſon-in-lav ; nothing is want- 
ing but a little addreſs to manage this buſineſs. 
Do you know, my Lord, between ourſelves, this 
will be a maſfter-firoke ! A reſidence in this capi- 
tal, which proves ruinous to other people, will be a 
lucky period to you, by adding to your fortune; 
which upon my honour I believe infallible,”---<< I 
deliver the management of my affairs entirely into 


your hands,” ſaid I to him, with thankfulneſs.---. - 


The Doctor praiſed the goodneſs of my diſpoſition, 
and congratulated himſelf upon the fortunate 
thought, 

While he was gone to labour for fo ferious a pur- 
poſe as the increaſe of my fortune, my uſual em- 


ployments engaged me for the morning, and I 


waited with impatience for the iſſue of a negociation 


witch made me look for ſuch important advantages 
; The 
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The Door, who was not a lets rows agent thin 
an expert Mercury, ſoon appeared, holding in his 
hand a very braut! ful fragment of the mineral. 
Here,“ ſaid he, s a ſpecimen of the ore which 
has den taken from the inextultible ſource of vour 
tature riches ; it is almoſt pure ſilver.“ -I looked 
attontively at this i nple, winch gave me aa opinn 
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tering hopes, I got back to the happy ſtreet de 
Richlieu. 

It was very late, and Mademciſelle 
having probably concluded that I was as ſeriouſly 
engaged as I had been two nights betore with Major 
Sicgs, ſhe no longer expected me. However, ob- 
ſerving dy the wW indows of her apartment that there 
was fill light, I went trippingly up-ſtairs, and crof- 
| ing the 2nti-chamber, which the careleſneſs of the 

vants had left open, | penetrated without noiſe in- 

wakes ſaloon; but what was my ſurprize and horror, 
when [ perceived ſome vnknown perſon in the 

ms of my miſtreſs. My entrance put a ſtop to 
ro ir pleaſures ear and confuſion ſucceeded. 
This was not all; for I was ſtruck dumb, when the 
perion,who had been enjoying thote rights, which - 
thought were reſerved for me alone, diſcovered h 
tace. Rage and indignation rendered me * 
tuptd for a minute. He was no other perton than 
the creditor for the ſmall debt, the mercileſs Mr. 
Rag; but very different from aka he appeared the 
Cav - before. Elegant as a dancing- be „with hair 
drelled like an Abbe, he was to meta morphoſed,. 
Rat he mult have been unknown to every eye but 
Dat of an enraged lover. 

| Being x 2 little recovered, I ſcreamed aloud, and 
regauming the door, ſhut it with violence :---penfive 
nd confuſed I returned to my hotel. where I paſſed 

: feeplefs night, difirafted with jealouſy and fame, 
:t ſeeing mytelf ſo tricked. I did wr conceive, 28 
Hat time, that theſe accidents were 2DINON, 2 and 
proved the ordinary cataftrophe of at the intrĩgues 
which are entered into with the ladies of the Opera. 
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Bitter Reflections. -A change of the Scene An ho- 


nourable Viſit.— A Relapſe. 


URING the whole of this unhappy night, I 
experienced the moit cruel and aillicting re- 
flections. Though overwhelmed with ſhame at 
the thoughts of my being ſuch a dupe, yet it was 
with difficulty that my ſtruggling reaſon could get 
the better of my ne ſenſes. At laſt my 
ride, armed with reflection, took the lead, and 


probably if I had not called the perfidious ſeducer 


of my youth to my aſſiſtance, the iſſue of this af. 
fair might have been ſufficient to prevent my ſuc- 
ceeding follies ;--acquainred with the treacheries of 
a mercenary love, I never once ſuſpected that the 
appearance of friendſhip could be proſtituted in 
the ſame manner. I accuſed the Doctor of bein 

as credulous as myſelf, and my ſincere and unſuf 
pecting nature never once conceived a thought of 


his being an accomplice in a treachery of which I 


could ſcarce imagine the hideouſneſs. 

Early in the morning J ſent to enquire for him. 
I was impatient to give vent to my trouble and 
mortification in his boſom. The infallible proſ- 
pect of all the wealth of Spain might in vain flat 
ter my avarice, and offer an ample indemnifica- 
tion for the money ſquandered upon Mademoiſelle 
+*+#+..--this is not the prevailing paſſion of a vain 
young man. My vanity was not by any means 
comforted, and it always returned to preſent a hor- 
rid and diſguſting image to my reſentment, al- 
though my jealouſy was extinguiſhed. a 

CX - 


F_Y Kc wuac Cc. Gt Le 770 = 


mt © thor om Wo gys os 


tc 


FORTNIGHT ar PARIS. 57 


I expected the Doctor with the moſt anxious im- 
patience; every inſtant ſeemed to be an age. At 
aſt he appeared half dreſſed, ſo violently had he 

en hurried by my meſſenger. Well, ſaid I, with 
a faultering accent confounded with paſſion, they 
have deceived me with the moſt affronting abuſe ; 
would you believe it? Who has? replied he, quite 
diſconcerted. That abominable woman of whom 


you had ſo favourable an opimon.--Is that poſſible? 


oſſible! it is a fact... This very night I ſurpriſed 
: . . . Oh I cannot tell you my juſt rage. How my 
Lord? I pray you explain yourſelf, What! my 
dear friend, a raſcal, a pitiful ſcoundrel to whom 
but two days ago I paid a pretended debt. Ah! ha! 
I fell from the ſkies; O abominable ſex, cried he, 
throwing up his eyes and joining his two enormous 
hands, theſe are your humours! Ah! what do 
you tell me! this girl whoſe ſentiments had ſo de- 
ceived me! A number of theſe kind of women 
have their caprices, but ſhe was one whom J never 
could have ſuſpected. 

We both looked at one another in ſilence for ſome 
time. The Doctor, putting on an air of reflection, 
at laſt ſpoke in a more aſſured tone. After all; 
however diſagreeable it may be, it is fortunate that 
you made the diſcovery, in time. You went on a 
little too faſt; it would have been a great pity to 
have continued your generoſity to fo unworthy an 
object. Forgive to my friendſhip the freedom of 
expreſſion, but the ſhorteſt follies are the beſt.--Far 
from calming my rage, theſe laſt words of the Doc- 
tor made me appear ſilly in my own eyes; then fly- 
ing out of the bourids in which I had hitherto re- 
ſtrained myſelf, I gave vent to ridiculous threats, 
and childiſh <2 9-1-9 puſh ſage Mentor em- 
ployed all his eloquence to eme conceive the 
meanneſs, and even the danger of expoſing her: 
for which purpoſe he — to give me a detail — 
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the infamous prerogatives of all the women whoſe 
names are inſerted in the liſt of the Royal Academy 
of Muſic. At laſt, by haranguing upon the con- 
ſequences of a noiſe and ſcandal which was both 
indecent and unneceſſary, he ſo far ſucceeded as to 
bring me a little to myſelf, 

That ſeriouſneſs which ſuch circumſtances had 
naturally introduced into our diſcourſe, brought 
on a truce with that delirium to which I had been 
a prey from the firſt moment I had ſet foot in Pa- 
ris, and it was in this firſt interval that I recolle&ted 
that there was a Chevalier “ lived there, to whom 
Thad letters of recommendation form Lords Hol... 
and Shel.... It was rather late to make uſe of 
them. If any thing could plead my excuſe for this 
negligence, it was the never having once heard fo 

reſpectable a name mentioned among all the origi- 
mw with whom I had affociated from the time of 
my arrival. I informed the Doctor of this; — O! 
my God, I am your man, cried he, with empha- 
lis; the Chevalier has not a dearer nor a better 
friend in the world than I am; why did you not 
mention this ſooner? but it is not neceſſary to tell 
him how long you have been in Paris. — Will he 
not know it, replied I? for it is one of the ſtupid 
conceits of all our giddy young men who make a 
folendid appearance, to imagine that the eyes of 
the whole world is attending them. He! no tr uly, 

eplied the phyſician; he is a mortal abſorbed in 
profound and abſtract ſtudies, who out of choice 
withdraws from the world, and whoſe ſocial indo- 
lence always turns his eyes from what paſſes elſe- 
where, 

Comforted by this deſcription of the Chevalier 
* *, I got into my carriage, under the eſcort of 
the Doctor, and we went to Neuilly. In fact the 


Doctor ſeemed to me to be exceeding familiar in 


the houſe, If the reception of the matter had kept 
Pace 
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pace with that of the people whom we met at en- 
tering, I ſhould have concluded that his credit was 
ſtill greater with the Chevalier * * than in the ho 
ge. OOO 

At laſt the Chevalier appeared; — he ſeemed to 
be a man about forty, of a noble figure, whoſe 
countenance bore the ſtrongeſt marks of benevolence 
and ſenſibility. The ſimplicity and eaſe of his 
manners ſoon baniſhed all reſtraint. His great 
knowledge of the world, added to the moſt amiable 
temper, and a ſuperior underſtanding, fit him for 
every company, tor every time, and every circum- 
tance, I obſerved that he paid very great atten- 
tion to the recommendations I had delivered. In a 
very little time, I was as much at my eaſe with 
him as a man could be, who had in his head ſuch 
a doſe of folly as was at that time fermenting in 
mine, 

I was kept to dine with the Chevalier ;-----the 
gueſts who came there were men well known for 
their eminent talents, Meſirs. ***, , the Che- 
ralter *** ; but the gravity of the ſciences, and the 
aukward manner which frequently accompanies 
deep and continued ſtudy, made no deviation from 
tze politeſt manners among them. I regret exceſ- 
ively, that I had not laid in a ſuſficient ſtock of 
knowledge to reliſh the mixture of the uſeful with 
ae agreeable, that I might have attached myſelf 
om that time to thoſe people whoſe friendſhip I 
cultivate at preſent with equal profit and pleaſure. 

To this company was added that of another 
wung gentleman. The moment that he arrived, 
ne countenance of the maſter of the houſe ſeemed 
v expand; he appeared as much pleaſed as a fa- 
ver could be with the ſight of a ſon, for whom he 
ad the mot tender predilection. The long phiz 
fthe long Doctor, on the contrary, appeared twice 
vlong as uſual. Without taking much notice of 

K 2 him, 
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him, Bouillac (the young man) very ſoon bore & 
conſiderable part in the converſation. I could not 
help admiring the turn of his whole diſcourſe, nor 
the extent of his immenſe and lively imagination, 
He ſpoke both the French language and ours with 
equal eaſe; and, as every object preſented itſelf, 
he ſtrewed it with flowers, or ſprinkled it with gall. 
He was hearkened to with pleaſure, but it was not 
poſſible to avoid reproaching him in one's own mind, 
for that ſatirical turn which the Chevalier could 
not abſolutely excuſe him in, notwithſtanding the 
exceſſive partiality he always ſeemed to entertain in 
his favour. 
All the attempts which the Doctor made to give 
himſelf an appearance of conſequence in this houſe, 
aſſiſted by my prejudice in his favour, could not 
conceal from me the nothingneſs into which he 
ſunk in preſence of this aſſembly. He ſpoke not 
one word, and ſeemed to be quite annthilated, 
From the moment that Bouillac made his appear- 
ance, his deciſive imperious air inſtantly vaniſhed, 
Diſconcerted and trembling, from an apprehenſion 
of Bouillac's ſarcaſtic turn, he had recourſe to a 
clandeſtine portrait of the wit, which he whiſpered 
to me, repreſenting him as a man more hateful and 
dangerous, than eloquent and ingeniops. 
I very ſoon diſcovered reaſons for the DoQor's Y a 
endeavouring to inſpire me with ſuch an idea p 
The ſatirical Bouillac moſt ſeverely lampooned al- cr 
moſt all the people to whom the Doctor had intro- MY li: 
duced me. He mentioned no names, but every m 
daſh of his pencil declared who they were. Al- ri 
| though I have been able ſince that time to diſcover be 
1 that it was an enthuſiaſtic regard for good men, fr; 
| and a hatred againſt the worthleſs, which inſpired 

| him, I could not help frequently blaming him for 

3 the ſeverity of the ridicule which he ſo freely ſcat- 
1 tere& around him. As I was the Doctor's * 
| an 
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and prepoſſeſſed in favour of thoſe people whom 
Bouillac mangled, I deteſted a ſatirical temper, 
and was chiefly mortified at the contempt with 
which he ſeemed to include my companion in his 
cenſure. Nevertheleſs he ſpoke {o exceeding well, 
that if I had not been prejudiced in favour of the 
ple whom he was deſcribing, inſtead of a vio- 
ent and ſevere Juvenal, I ſhould have thought him 
an Addiſon in his moſt pathetic emotions. The 
Chevalier * * enquired what acquaintance I had 

made at Paris, and if I had got maſters of every 
kind proper for inſtructing a young man of my 
rank. To prevent the detail which I might give 
in replying to all theſe queſtions, the Doctor took 
it upon him to anſwer them himſelf. He ſpoke of 
the progreſs I had made under the Abbe F... and 
the Sieur G . . . and added that I was to go very 
ſoon to the academy of PD.. G.. The chapter 
of the acquaintance he had procured for me was 
ſlightly touched, He ſpoke with ſome reſerve of 
my connection with the Baron, and repreſented 1t 
as a thing purely accidental ; and dexterouſly eva- 
ding all mention of the mine of Tobozo; no no- 
tice was taken either of that wonderful acquiſition, 

nor of the ſhare which he had in procuring it, 

While the phyſician was ſcampering over all theſe 
articles, Bouillac, with a malicious ſmile, multi- 
plied his queſtions, and diverted himſelf with en- 
creaſing the Doctor's embarraſſment. The Cheva- 
lier“ “ pravely put an end to his mauling ſkir- 
miſhes and perpetual ironies, by giving a more ſe- 
rious turn to the converſation. It would be much 
better, my Lord, if yor frequented different circles 
from thoſe into which you are fallen, In ſuck you 
will not learn to know either the country nor its 
manners. Beſides, take care, for nch and young 
as you are, you will meet with many ſnares; this 
country is full of tacm, but more eſpecially amor g 
e 
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the women ; —with the men you may loſe your 
money, with them the riſk is of greater conſequence, 
Here, Bouillac locking at the Docter, ſaid, O! 
that is very well, what you loſe with them, my 
Lord, the Doctor will recover for you :-—-he has 
had wonderful experience that way among io many 
young Engliſhmen. 

To this malicious ſtroke, he added a long and 
entertaining commentary upon the text which the 
Chevalier“ * had now furniſhed. He gave a de- 
ſcription of the tiring rooms, their dangers, and 
the unravelling of the adventures which are there 
to be met with: I was almoſt perſuaded that he 
knew my hiſtory; I bluſhed, and my dear Men- 
tor loſt all patience. The whole company laughed 
heartily at the ſpirit and warmth of his portraits. 
The Door whiſpered in my ear, this man has the 
tongue of a ſerpent, I believe he ont leave off to 
day; and, in a few minutes after, dreading the 
impreſions that might be made upon me, he de- 
fired I would take leave. | 

Well, my Lord, ſaid the Doctor, as we were 
returning, you have ſeca the beaux-rg/prits and the 
learned, with their ordinary retinue, enthuſiaſm 
and cenſure: You ſee it is needles to talk, they 
are a woeful ſet. Vanity, indeed, may find ſome 
gratification by going there; but Jet me do jui- 
tice to the Chevalier ..; he has been a lover of 
pleaſure, and was of eaſy acceſs; but ſince this 
curſed Bouillac has ſeduced him by his prating, 
there is a total change. Even I, who now ſpeak 
to you, uſed to rule the roaſt in that houſe ; but, 
ſince this fellow has got his head in, I never go 
there without leaving it diſſatisſied. I cannot con- 
ceive how it comes about, that people are ſo ſilly 
to encourage him: They do not know him; he 
is at bottom a very vicious character, but without 
a penny to gratify his paſſions, yet vain of his 
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wretched abilities; to make amends, he ſets up 
for another Cato, makes every woman a laughing- 
ſtock, and tears all the men in pieces. 

I honeſtly confeſs to yon, that if I could have 
foreſeen that we ſhould have met with him at the 
Chevalier . . 's, I would have begged of you to 
defer our viſit to another day. That man is mad; 
his diſorder is infectious. Would you believe, that 
by his going fo fiequently there, things are come 
to ſuch a paſs, that the Chevalier . . does not be- 
lieve one word I ſay? The warmth of the Doc- 
tor's harangue made a ſtrong impreſſion upon my 
mind. Truly,“ ſaid I, it is ſomething in- 
conceivable; this young man has a great deal of 
wit, but certainly he muſt have a bad heart.“ — 
« O! an abominadle heart,” replied the Doctor, 
« every thing that he lays his hand on becomes 
blighted, The moſt innocent amuſements he re- 
preſents as monſtrous ; —the ſlighteſt gallantry, as 
borrid debauchery ; — to have the leaſt foible for 
play, the man muſt be either a wretched bubble, 
or a ſyſtematical ſharper: even I, my Lord, who 
now {peak to yon, becauſe I have had a ſmall 
ſhare of condeſcenſion for my friends, he has a 
hundred times in his malicious repreſentations, 
drawn ſuch a caricature of me, as to {ct me forth 
tor the meaneſt and moſt determined pimp.---O, 
the wicked wretch !----- Did you mind the furious 
ratilery Which he let fly at the Baron ... . .; it is 
pure cavy, my Lord, becauſe that perſon has the 
greateſt pretenſions. Let us talk no more of this 
man; I adviſe you to ſhun him, becauſe he is 
both artfal and feducing.” I aſſured the Doctor, 
that he ſhould not deceive me. 

I had formed no ſcheme to paſs the evening, 
and of courſe was quite diſengaged ;----I had that 
ſerious look which tireſome liſtleſſneſs and a want 
of employment paints upon the face, The Dong 
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knew how near ſuch a ſituation approaches to re- 
flection with an Engliſhman. ** Well,” ſaid he, 
„% we muſt endeavour to drive away thoſe melan- 
choly reflections which ſo much learning and ma- 
lignity, as you have heard this evening, could not 
fail to inſpire. Come with me to * , and he will 
wipe away every impreſſion.” I ſubmitted. 

* * was that ſame banker whom the DoQor's 
officious zeal had recommended to me at our firſt 
meeting, and, on our arrival there, we met with 
the ſtrangeſt medley that ever was ſeen. That 
which we ſaw at the Baron * * ”s was nothing like 
it. If pleaſure could be produced and ſupported 
in a confuſion, here is certainly her temple and 
aſylum. The maſter of the houſe, a great ſyſtem- 
monger; an extravagant layer of wagers, an aſto- 
niſhing and ridiculous compound of French ſelf. 
conceit, and the madneſs which poſſeſſes the ſup- 
porters of our Erigliſh coffee-houſes, received me 
with much more clutter than true politeneſs. 

He preſented an old man to me, whoſe features 
ſtrongly reſembled thoſe of the wheedling Colonel 
Cunning, but ſomething more of the jw. He 
was the jack-pudding of the family. This man, 
by talking ſmut, thought himſelf wonderfully fa- 
cetious; and, at ſeventy years of age, for the 
joke's ſake, took it into his head to marry a pre- 
tended Agnes of fourteen. The follies which this 
perſon affected to aſſume, on purpoſe to amuſe thoſe 
that would laugh, procured him ready admiſſion 
into ſeveral conſiderable houſes: the employmen: 
of buffoon is voluntary, and the beſt of any now-a- 


days among the people of faſhion. Thus, he has 


found a covert way, by which his avarice carries 
its point, and, making himſelf drolly contempt- 

ble, he has riſen from want and indigence. 
The ſecond perſonage who ſhone in this circle 
was a little ſquat fellow, with a petulant tought 
* 
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and face beſpangled with carbuncles; his voice 
hoarſe and piercing. He was a true Silenus. This 
man had formerly made a good deal of noiſe under 
the name of my Lord... Aſter having been plun- 
dered by a celebrated courtiſan, he was reduced to 
take the more modeſt name of Mr. . . , by turns 
taking poſſeſſion of the Baſtile and the Fort P E- 
vequef, and, if a conſiderable fortune had not 
fallen to him to relieve him from the eſſects of his 
miſconduct, he was in a fair way of finiſhing his 
career by 3. 1 
There was a third actor, who figured moſt wor- 
thily with the other two. He was an Ergliith fas 
gitive, who had been a pay-imaſter in the army r, 
and had diſappeared with a conſiderable ſum of 
money in his pocket, and by making a fkilful re- 
treat, contrived to ſubſiſt in this capital among a 
parcel of common ſtrumpets, in an obſcure retreat, 
at the extremity of the ſuburbs. A multitude of 
itock-jobbers, of all kinds and conditions, formed 
groupes, differently engaged either at play, or 
entertaining the reſt of the company with a filly 
converſation on politics. On the one ſide, the dæ- 
mon of filthy lucre had breathed forth all the tranſ- 
ports of his gloomy rage ; while on the other, mad. 
ſpeculation was venting all her abſurdities. 

Upon this occaſion the Doctor deceived himſelf, 
for in ſpite of all his efforts to ſtamp a value upon 
Mr. .. and his houſe, I could find nothing enga- 
ging in it, and, for the firlt time ſince my arrival 
in Paris, preſuming to judge for myſelf, I made 
but a very ſhort viſit. I had the contraſt of ſuch 
different objects as were preſented to me in the 
courſe of the day, under my eyes, and it muſt —_ 
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had ſalutary effects, if the expert phyſician had not 
immediately, upon our quitting this houſe, changed 
his battery. He led me asvay to take an airing at 
the Palais Real, which is the moſt common ſcene 
to meet with adventures. That which I am going 
to relate, happened, at leaſt, in app carance, with 
out any previous preparation, and was the effect 
of unexpected * nce; although the extenſive views 
of the ſagacious Doctor could go as great a length, 
and prod ae ach circumitances as imperceptibly. 

I met Sir Walter in the great walk, and he pro- 
poſed has we Mould go and ſup in the neighbour- 
hood of the Palace. I accented the invitation, and 
he led me to the houſe of the famous Mademoi- 
ſelle * . For about a month he had entangled 
himſelf with this inſatiable woman, and ſhe had 
preyed upon the Baronet's liberality with her uſual 
rap Aeli . 

Mademoiſelle poſſeſſed a ſmall, elegant, and 
£0! nvenlent hotel; the magnificent richneſs of its 

ecorations diſplayedtthe follies of which ſhe had 
. the cauſe; and, all that J had found ſo bril- 
Jiant with M. ademotſe! le reduced, when 
compared with this, to an elegant ncatneſs, and to 
meer convenience. It was nothing to what was be- 
fore my eyes at preſent. 

Several antchambers, as well as the ſtairs which 
led to them, were tilled with a multitude of lack- 
eys dreſſed in different liveries; and of courſe [ 
expefted to find a numerous circle of people of 
fathion in the apartments. In pat ing this croud I 
obſerved that ſeveral of theſe gentlemen in com- 
pany with the Abigails, had parodied moſt excel- 
lently the paFonntc defires — gallant manners of 
their ma{lers to the miſtreſſes. At laſt we arrived 
ut the ſanctuary. What a multitude of ſacrificers 
ſurrounded the idol! I was preſented by Sir Wal- 


ter. On ſeeing this een courtiſan, I 2 
er 
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her figure fall far ſhort of the idea I had been made 
to conceive of her, from the admiration ſhe had 
met with both in London and Paris. I cannot de- 
ny, however, that ſhe had in a very great degree, 
that alluring manner which ſets off beauty to the 
oreateſt advantage, and is ſtill more captivating. 
I ſhall furnith a proof by the effects it had upon me. 
The reception was polite and courteous, and I was 
very much pleaſed. 

Mademoiſelle * * had a female companion as 
well as the traitreſs * * * *, who, according to the 
preſcription, was not ſo handſome. She was ſaid 
to be a couſin, whom notwithſtanding the inequa- 
lity of charms and attractions, Mademoiſelle in- 
tended to advance; a common expreſſion here, for 
thoſe who aſpire after the hononrs of war, and all 
thoſe courtiſans who aim at ſettlements. Having 
paid my compliments to the miſtreſs of the houſe, 
the coulin came next in courſe. I heard her, while 
the was leaning towards the other, whiſper in her 
ear ;----what! is that the poor little Lord.. . ? 
truly he 1s very handſome. She was very much in 
the wrong, and well deſerved what has happened 
to her, I bluſhed, and could not poſitively deter- 
mine within myſelf whether it proceeded from a ſenſe 
of ſhame or ſatisfaction at her diſcourſe. My va- 
nity was at the ſame time mortified and flattered, 
and theſe two emotions were confounded together. 

'The numerous and ſplendid court which ſurroun- 
ded theſe ladies conſiſted of people quite unknown 
to me. Sir Walter, whoſe connections with her 
could not fait to connect him likewiſe with her 
friends, introduced me to the Marquis de * * and 
Mr. de... F recolleted that the Doctor had 
quoted them as the flower of the Agreeables; I was 
likewiſe made acquainted with the Count de “, and 
the Chevalier de“ “, and ſome others of inferior 
fame in the chronicles of gallantry. 

L2 The 
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The two firſt whom J have mentioned ſeemed to 
have the prerogative of being the founders in theſe 
apartments, and they, though Sir Walter defrayed 
all the expence, did the honours, but with ſuch 
grace and ſo little affectation, that in the Baronet's 


lace, I ſhould have thought myſelf obliged to them. 


n my firſt emotions of admiration, I compared 
within myſelf, the tone and graceful deportment of 
theſe elegant perſonages to the heavy, aukward, 
lumpiſh pretenſions af our Angliþ Maccaronies, or 
even the dull inſipid copy which I had met in ſome 
cf the imitators at the Baron de . . . Ah! ſaid 
to myſelf, how a Frenchman is privileged by na- 
ture, and formed for the graces. 'They fly from 
us ruſticks as we are! The charming and elegant 
Cheſterfield was perfectly right to propoſe ſuch mo- 
dels for his ſon, but how unworthy of his inſtruc- 
tions was this child of love! In a word how much 
was he an Engliſhman ! 

The cold inanimate Sir Walter, although he paid 
the piper tor all theſe friſking Frenchmen, had ſuch 
an ungainly air with him, that I ſhould have pardon- 
ed Mademoilclle .. 's committing a miſtake like the 
indelicate Mademoiſelle. . . Even I myſelf ſhould 
have thought her excuſable, if inſtead of the ſcoun- 
drel Mr. Rag, ſhe had found ſuch a ſubſtitute. 

In ſuch agreeable company the remembrance of 
my diſgrace was inſenſibly forgotten. A noole 
emulation took poſſeſſion of me and fairly baniſhed 
it. It is probable that my firſt —_ to ſhake 
of my Engliſh ſtiffneſs, only encreaſed my auk- 
wardneſs; they laughed in their ſleeves, and the 
praiſes which they beſtowed upon my uy mien 
and eaſy carriage, could be nothing but ſevere 
mockery. However, as Mademoiſelle . . ſpoke 
tolerable Engliſh, I had an opportunity of diſplay- 
ing my gallantry ;-----I was a little leſs filent. As 
to graceful manner, which I wanted, I — 
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wiſhed that I might come and form myſelf expedi- 
tiouſly in ſo good a ſchool. | | 

At ſupper they did me the honour of placing me 
between the two couſins. The cheer which I had 
partaken of with Mademoiſelle . . . . . in the ſtreet 
de Richlieu, was delicate and exquiſite ; but here 
was the profuſion of Nomentanus. With the people 
of rank, who were the greateſt part of the gueſts, 
were mixed ſome artiſts and virtuoſi, whoſe talents 


improved the entertainment. Play having ſuc- 


ceeded to a ſplendid repaſt, I 1 up to it with 
prudence, and came very well off. 
All the time that I remained at Mademoiſelle .. 's, 
ſhe had not once deſiſted from talking with me, on 
retence of her being the only perſon in company 
who could ſpeak Engliſh ; ſhe had even treated me 
with a degree of attention that would have alarmed 
any man but Sir Walter. I frequently accuſed her 


within myſelf, of ingratitude and imprudence. The 


cool, temporate Baronet, happily had more pride 
than love, and the miſeries which this laſt paſſion 
occaſions, made no impreſſion upon him; but I 
did not continue long without receiving a key to 
this extraordinary conduct from both parties. The 
Baronet informed me, that his affairs required his 
preſence in London, and that he ſhould ſet out in 
two days. The lady, no doubt, thought before- 
hand, of filling up the vacancy which was ſo near 
at hand, in a manner worthy of her pretenſions, 
and, for that purpoſe, ſhe had learnt by experi- 
ence, to prefer the Engliſh. I ought, undoubted- 
ly, to have treated with contempt theſe motives of 
preference, ſo eaſily to be diſcovered, but I was 
miſled by vanity and reſentment. At a time of life, 
when reaſon is ſeldom hearkened to, and in a place 
where ſo much pains is taken to baniſh or intoxicate 
it, it is ſcarce poſſible to take its advice. I went 
away exceſſively flattered, and conſequently very 

| ſenſible 
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ſenſible of the advances which were already made 
me, and of the opportunity which preſented to vex 
the abominable Mademoiſelle... ... 

The Doctor, who, during the whole evening, 
ſeemed to have loſt fipht of me, and to attach him- 
ſelf to the agreeables of Mademoiſelle . . 's compa- 
ny, had not in the leaſt ſtudied my looks, or di- 
vined my diſpoſition. He was a man who did not 
think of oppoſing them, but ſo far as was abſo- 
lutely neceſlary to ſhelter himſelf, in cafe of acci- 
dents, while at bottom he was ſtrengthening them. 
For that purpoſe, he ſhewed his uſual dexterity, 
He quitted me at my gate, leaving me to reflec- 
tions leſs moral than thoſe of the morning. In ex- 

ation of ſleep, my mind was employed in form- 
ing projects of pleaſure and revenge. 


DAY 


$, 
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Day. rat SEVENTH. 


Sequel of my amorous deſigns. A humorous diſcourſe , 
between an eminent courteſan, and an expert valet 
de chambre. An extraordinary converſation. 


Y enthuſiaſm of the evening returned with 
the new day. What a difference, ſaid I to 
myſelf, between our clumſy Roa/?-beefs, and thoſe 
wonderful men whom I ſaw laſt night. Ah! if I 
could but reſemble them. The lovely Mademoi- 
ſelle . . ſhall let me into the ſecret. It is well 
worth another little attack upon my pocket-book. 
Whatever pretence the hope of acquiring ſuch 
eminent perfections could afford to my growing 
love for this beauty, my ridiculous adventure with 
Mademoiſeile. . . . ., was ſo recent, that I felt 
ſome ſcruples and ſome folly in embarking ſo ſoon 
again, upon a ſea where I had lately met ſo humi- 
lating a ſhip-wreck. I was engaged in ſome ſuch 
reflections, when my valet-de- chambre Provence 
came to wait my getting out of bed. 
had been accuſtomed to tell my ſecrets to this 
* ſervant. A young man mutt ak have 
2 ſervant to be his confidant, who, half domeſtic, 
half companion of his maſter, muſt have all the ad- 
dreſs and ſubtilty of a footman in a comedy. 
Provence held this employment with me. Accor- 
cingly, I acquainted him with my new flame, and 
my projects. Thanks to the Doctor, this man 
had been ſuſpended from his functions and his fees, 
A the preceding adventure, and eagerly ſeized 
the opportunity of reinſtating himſelf. He ſet out; 
and having executed his commiſſion, very ſoon re 
tarned to acquaint me with his ſucceſs. Fo 
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As my emiſtary entered, and was ready with 
open mouth to give me the recital of his negotiation, 
he perceived the Doctor, who had come to viſit me 
while he had been abſent. At ſight of him he ſtop- 
ped z---it was eaſy to be obſerved by this conceal- 
ment, the dread which he had cf ſeeing the con- 
duct of this important affair wreſted out of bis hands, 
The Doctor dexterouſly hiding his ſuſpicions, af- 
feed diſcretion, and offered to retire, if I had any 
ſecret or urgent buſineſs. No, no, my dear Doc- 
tor, ſaid I to him, ſmiling, I don't know where- 
fore M. Provence is diſconcerted ; I do not deſire 
to conceal any thing from you: on the contrary, 
you ſhall know my good fortune, or my diſgrace, 
at the ſame time that I am informed myſelf ; but 


you muſt firſt be made acquainted with che affair in 


agitation. | 

The entertainment of laſt night has ranked me 
among the admirers of Mademoiſclle . . , but that 
ſentiment has not become ſufficiently powerful as 
yet, to make me ſuffer greatly if I miſcarry 
though, at the ſame time, I thought I could per- 
ceive the fair one hewed me ſome very ily and ſig- 
nificant proofs of her attention.---Yes, very ſigni- 
ficant, truly, ſaid he, and to tell you my opinion 
freely, on ſecing her eternally whiſpering in your 
ear, I imagined you was pretty far advanced; 
however, take care, for your Lordſhip knows by 
experience, how little women are to be truſted ! 
O!] replied I, we muſt over-look ſome Attle errors: 
if we were perpetually to think of the ſtorm, who 
would ever go to ſea? Beſides, my dear Doctor, 
it would be very unjuſt in you to ſuſpect every wo- 
man, becauſe you have been deceived by the affec- 
ted prudery of Mademoiſelle. . . . . My Lord, 


anſwered he, it is not that I wiſh to reſent the miſ- 


taſte into which I was led; I have too ſtrong an at- 
tachment to you nct to be guided bmtives w ou 
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do not affect myſelf.-----Very well, my friend, I 
thank you, but I pray you do not ſtop me, when L 
am in ſo fair a way; if you love me, you will for- 
give me this frolick. 

Well, Mr. Provence, ſaid I, where-abouts are 
we ?----- Not quite at the end of the romance, my 
Lord, ſaid he, but we are not a great way from it. 
How of the romance? Yes, the fair one, or 
rather the circumſtances are not favourable: but as 
for her, ſuch an exceſs of cruelty never once enter- 
ed her heart, yet you muſt be content to languiſh 
for two whole long days, and at the end of the 
third your amorous torment will receive the wonted 
relef.- --- Wherefore then this delay ?-----Ah! my 
Lord, you muſt admire a probity ſo uncommon 
with ſuch Ladies. She inſiſts upon keeping her 
vows made to Sir Walter, who entered into a con- 
tract with her, which does not expire till Monday 
evening: to day 1s Friday, but ſhe will not abate 
one quarter of an hour, To reckon from the pre- 
ſent, there are exactly ſeventy and two hours, but 
then at the laſt of theſe, the very minute that the 
clock ſtrikes, you may, like the Sultan, diſpoſe 
of an obedient and ſubmiſſive Sultana. Very well, 
replied I, that love of juſtice deſerves a return of 
the ſame kind; ** when Cæſar is paid, nothing 
more remains to be ſaid.”-----Juſtice! my Lord, 
this girl is juſtice herſelf---what is more, in buying 
her, you are ſure, to obtain her, which is not the 
caſe with the other.” Preciſely, in that moment 
when the Baronet's poſtilion ſmacks his whip, the 
love which ſhe had for him, departs and takes 
light with his poſt-horſes: I carry her a thouſand 
guineas for the firſt week, and the love with which 
he becomes inſpired for = by my arrival, takes 
poſſeſſion of the place for eight days; you then 
command, and may lay in proviſion for another 


eight days, and thus go 0n, until the enemy, by 
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fimilar ways, forms a ſecret correſpondence in the 
town, and in his turn undermines us.--Neither the 
Doctor nor J could refrain from laughing.----'This 
outh has wit, ſaid the Doctor, he is invaluable. 
Truly, I was ignorant of his merits, ----- Provence 
made a bow, and they were good friends from that 
moment, 
I defired my dextrous and ingenious valet to give 
a circumſtantial account, how he executed his com- 
miſſion. I ſet out this morning, my Lord, ſaid 
he, more. proud to execute your orders than Mer- 
cury, when going to Danae, on a meſſage from 
the father of the Gods, Having arrived at the 
place of my embaily, I thought proper to ſound the 
incipal miniſters before I ſolicited an audience 
of the ſovereign. I wiſhed to know perfectly who 
was the chiet favourite; I therefore paid court 
equally to Manon and Sophy ; I perceived, how- 
ever, that the laſt of theſe had carried Mademoi- 
jelle her jelly-broth, and was a great while before 
the returned. O! this muſt be the favourite, ſaid 
1 to myſelf; tney are actually holding a council, 
and we mult be the ſubject of their deliberations, 
The confidant Abigail at laſt returned, and her 
cheariul, ſmiling looks, made me preſume that | 
was welcome, Without ceremony, I took her 
aſide, to tell her that I. had ſomething of conſe- 
quence to ſay to Mademoiſelle, but that I would 
wait her leiſure.-- Truly, M. Provence, ſaid lie, 
tis very early, I don't know what to ſay; my 
miſtreſs is ſtill in bed, yet I am very well incline 
to oblige you: but, if you have a letter, or bil- 
let doux, I will take charge of it, and deliver it 
faithfuily.---No, child, my commiſſion is verbal; 
I can ſpeak ſufficiently well to make writing total- 
ly unneceſlary.----Well, ſaid ſhe, the buſineſs be- 
comes ſtill the more delicate; we have engage- 
ments, and my miſtreſs is a little ſcrupulous. That 
; | = 
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is right, but my dear heart we are rich, and know 
how to bring comfort to tender conſcienees. At 
laſt then, 1 muſt expoſe myſelf to be ſcolded for 
you. She ran nimbly up ſtairs, and after waiting 
a little, came tripping down again, to aſſure me 
that in a few minutes I ſhould be introduced. 2 
Mademoiſelle, added the Abigail, deſires only 
that you would wait till ſhe gets out of bed, and in 
the mean time, has ordered me to afk you to break- 
faſt. At theſe words, ſne led me into the pantry, 
and with her fair hand, preſented the cup of cere- 
mony to your plenipotentiary. Several ſlices of 
excellent ham, and ſix bumpers of Burgundy, in- 
ſpired me with that fire which made me ſhine 
when I was admitted afterwards to an audience. 
I made my entry in the moſt reſpectful manner. 
The ſovereign, voluptuouſly reclined upon a ſopha, 


nodded gently with her head. How does my Lord, 


{aid ſhe, there can be nothing more flattering, 
than at the very moment of * he ſhould be 
engaged about me. Madam, replied I, gallantly, 
it is ſo natural to be engaged about you in the mor- 
ning, and ſuch a happineſs to be engaged with you 
in the evening! The Princeſs laughed at this ſally. 
You go on at a great rate, ſaid ſhe, ſtilt laughing; 
did my Lord include this in your inſtructions ? 
Madam, his method is to make his inſtructions ſhort 
and diſtinct, and, as I preſume, that like ham, you 
do not love to laviſh words unneceſſarily; I-come 
to make you an offer of his purſe and his heart. 
My Lord is very good; ſuch offers are ſufficient 
to flatter the moſt beautiful of the ſex; and I wiſh 
to receive as I ought, ſuch an agreeable meſſage; 
but I am afraid that ſome other engagements... . 


however, added ſhe, the meſſenger muſt not go 


without his errand; and here, my Lord, ſhe made 
me the cuſtomary preſent. Madam, faid I, ma- 
king a low bow, we every day ſee one engagement 
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yielding to another, which we think more pleaſing, 
O! ſaid ſhe, to ſecure a ſucceſſion, with all my 
heart, but as I believe that my preſent connection 
will expire in three days, there is no neceſſity for 
breaking off abruptly.-----Then at leaſt, Madam, 
the treaty with my Lord may be concluded, and 
in the mean time, I may negotiate the prelimina- 
ries.---Very well, replied the fair one, bat there 
ſill remains ſome little difficulty: I have made a 
kind of promiſe; if I was to conſult my taite, to 
be ſure I would prefer my Lord infinitely, but in 
my ſituation it is ſo difficult to yield to our inclina- 
tions, and ſo dangerous to break certain promiſes ! 
A foreigner of high rank and conſiderable fortune, 
has ſo beg ed, prayed, and entreated me, that I 
was obliged to give him ſomething more than hopes. 
We have even begun to treat, and if I ſhould diſ- 
miſs him without either rhime or reaſon, it might 
occaſion ſome noiſe. He is a man whoſe temper is 
to be dreaded.---How to be dreaded !---Yes, he is. 
What! is he? A Confederate of Bar. O 

Madam! theſe people are not to be dreaded unleſs 

ou are afraid of manifeſtos.- When they have not 

een able to ſtand againſt the Ruſſians, they muſt 
certainly give way to England. I perfectly know 
the merit and aſcendency of Great Britain, replied 
Me.--Vou are quite right, Madam, you ſhould 
hold faſt there.--In your place I would rather have 
a bank bill, than twenty mortgages on all the Pa- 
latinates, and Staroſties of the Republic. I know. 
their full value, ſaid ſhe, but ſuch conſiderations 
have little influence when compared with my ſenti- 
ments in favour of your young maſter. -O! I am 
perſuaded of that, but till theſe confiderations 
ſhould have ſome weight, and J dare aſſure you 
that they will be well worth the trouble.---You are 
very ſeducing ſaid ſhe, but let me ſee, the two fol- 
lowing days are irrevocably vowed to Sir Walz. 
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The third, ſaid I, belongs to us then.---Well, it 
mult be ſo, ſaid ſhe, nothing can reſiſt Great- 
Britain.---I wiſh, my Lord, that I could defcribe 
to you the charming ſmile, which accompanied 
this capitulation. Proud of having routed this P/ 
polite, and ſubduing the place under his noſe, I 
come to lay the keys at your Lordſhip's feet.----If 
the beginning of M. Provence's narrative entertain= 
ed us, the concluſion was no leſs diverting and a- 
greeable. We immediately held a council, and a 
magnificent knot of diamonds, which he was or- 
dered to carry to her, ſerved to put the ſeal of con- 
firmation to his embaſly, 

Two days of impatient expeRation without reck- 
oning the preſent. What torture! however ſome 
way muſt be found to fill up the hideous void. I 
conſulted the Doctor, and while we were diſcourſing 
ſeriouſly upon the ſubjet, the Chevalier de“ 
came to vitit me, and we had an hour's converſa- 
tion. All the ſcenes of diſſipation which I continued 
to ſhare in, could not hinder me from reliſhing a 
converſation, in which 1 found all the charms of 
good ſenſe, with an excellent heart. He 522 
to introduce me to his intimate friend the Count 
de ***, and to ſome other houſes of the firſt rank 
in Paris. It was a fortunate circumſtance for me 
that the acceptance of this invitation would not 
interfere with my pleaſures, The two days which 
Mademoilelle * * *s ſcrupulous fidelity to her en- 
gagement, left me free, gave me an opportunity of 
profiting by his offers, and although the Doctor 
plainly diſcovered by his looks that he diſapproved 
of my zeal, I aſſured the Chevalier that I would go 
in the evening to the hotel de“ * ® to be preſented. 

The Chevalicr's viſit being over, the Eſculapius 
told me he was afraid that i ſhould paſs my time 


but indifferently with the Count; but that a few 
tedious quarters of an hour would ſoon be over. 


He 
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He ſpoke this with a tone of voice where fear and 
ſadneſs viſibly ſhewed themſelves through the veil 
of an aFected indiference, and with the look of a 
man who ſaw his prey ready to eſcape out of his 
hands. He ſtaid dinner and entertained me till ſix 
in the evening talking over the happineſs which 
awaited me alter the third revolution of che ſun. 
We then parted, and T went to the Hotel de 
where I found the Chevalier de“ *. 

I was very little diſpoſed to reliſh the excellent 
company who were there aſſembled. Neither my 
eyes nor my ears could be property affected, be- 
cauſe I was not in à fituation rightly to eſtimate the 
immenſe difference between the tone and manners 
of thoſe who compoſed this aſſembly, and the fool- 
iſh abſurdities which I had ſeen in the equivocal cir- 
cles, wherein I had hitherto ſtrayed. Men of abi- 
lities, and valuable women, were to me new objects; 
but I was not capable of judging of their real value, 
and I found their converſation a diſagreeable con- 
ſtraint. However, I believe my readers will not be 
offended, if I endeavour to recount an intereſting 
converſation, which, though mutilated from my 
want of a ſufficient memory, yet may form a con- 
traſt to the wretched ſtuff with which he has hitherto 
been entertained. I yawned at that time, but I 
haus frequently recollected it with pleaſure ſince 
the days of my being a trifting filly dupe. 

To name the count de*** 15 to make his enco- 
mium. On that evening the eloquent and ingeni- 
ous Colonel B.. .., who is a member of the Britiſh 

arliament, happened to be at the Count's hotel, 
which he frequented preferably to ail others, during 
the time he re:nained in Paris; and on the contrary 
knew not even of the exiſtence of thoſe adventurers 
to whom I had given myſeif up. I likewiſe found 
there the Count de C w, Counſellor of the 
Carina, and Prince C... Theſe men, ſtill more 
illuſtrious 
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illuſtrious by their perſonal qualities, than by their 
elevated rank, formed a conſteliation, whoſe rays 
fell in vain upon eyes ſo cloſely thut as mine. My 
introductor the Chevalier“ *, and the three friends 
whom I had ſeen at his houſe, ſeemed to me to be 
received with that friendihip and reſpect which ele- 
vated merit pays to that which is not ſo dignified. 
Colonel B. . . . is never long in a circle ſo wor- 
thy of him, without politics becoming a ſubject of 
converſation ; while he informs others, he always 
endeavours to acquire ſome uſeful hghts, and he 
could not have fallen into better company. Our 
colonies were at that time taking the hrit ſteps to 
oppoſe the mother country. The firit ſparks of 
that conflagration, which the ſpilling of much blood 
will not perhaps extinguiſh, but in a manner fatal 
to England, had juit broke out. They look- 
ed forward to the ſequel of this event, and conſider- 
ed what was the true intereſt of France and 
Spain, if the American ſubjets ſhould become 
independent Col B... declaimed in the tone of 
an Orator, which he had contracted by a kabit of 
ſpeaking in the Houſe of Commons. What con- 
{equence is it to England whatever part two ſtates 
who have no naval ſtrength, may take in the quar- 
rel which ſhe has with her American ſubjects? The 
_ immenſe barrier which the ocean has formed be- 
tween the two hemiſpheres, ought to coflvinee us 
that in ſpite of their attempts, ſhe will preſerve 
her power over thoſe numerous provinces who muſt 
ſubmit to her government, rather from their neceſſi- 
ties, than from fear. The ſame fleet which ſerves 
to ſcour and ſubdue the coaſts, and of courſe 
the inland country of North-America, will deter the 
reſtleſs ſpirit of our enemies, and will either prevent 
them, or puniſh them for daring to intermeddle in 
our quarrels,---I acknowledge the ſuperiority of 
your actual maritime power, replied the Count de 
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*, but it may prove fatal to England to puſh their 
confidence ſuch lengths as you ſpeak of. I own 
that neither France nor Spain have a formidable 
navy actually on foot at this minute, but neverthe- 
leſs we have the ſtuff to form a navy ſome time 
hence. Some time, replied the Colonel, ſome 
time! I ſpeak of the preſent time in which we live. 
I ſhould have thought Engliſh politics would 
have looked beyond the preſent times, replied the 


Count; according to my ideas, which make me 


look farther forward, its ſecurity may be deceitful, 
but it does not depend upon us in this country, 
where we have the heaven, the earth, the ſea, and 
men; but upon the diſpoſitions of a fingle man, 
May God grant that we may once find that man 
capable of ſeeing his true intereſt, he will find peo- 
= ſufficient to carry his ſchemes into execution. 

onſieur the Count, replied the Colonel, it is 


| upon the ſame grounds that I reaſon; England 


would be but little or' nothing if we amuſed our- 


. ſelves in reckoning upon the gifts of heaven, and 


had waited for the coming of ſuch a man. We 
were never inclined to believe in a Phenix, and 


ſtill leſs that he would be made for us; we were 


reſolved not to truſt to chance; we relied upon 
our fleet, and the excellence of our conſtitution, 
and we have found the good effects. We laugh at 
ſeeing you make other kind of calculations, and 
conſume yourſelves in fruitleſs expectation. We 
exiſt by your miſtakes, and we preſume upon the 
ſuperior influence we ſhall have until it pleaſes 
heaven to ſend you your Saviour. -The Colonel, 
ſaid Bouillac, eludes a queſtion npon a matter of 
fact by bantering, and really, Sir, he treats us in 
the ſame ſtile as he does the party of the King his 
maſter, What then! Colonel B.. , do you 


ſuppoſe, that all to one man, the whole people of 


France are blunderers! As for me, I am not of 


that 
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that opinion, continued he, laughing; we are 
tired of it, and are come to a reſolution to be 
wiſe for the future; and, as the beſt proof of wiſ- 
dom is to make friends, we not only will not diſturb 
vou while you are correcting your ungrateful re- 
fractory children in America, but, if there be oc- 
caſion, aſſiſt you in bringing them back to a ſenſe. 
of their duty. What do you ſay? replied the Co- 
lonel, briſkly, we ſhall not have ſuch confidence 
25 to depend upon your good offices.----It appears 
to me, however, ſaid Bouillac, if we are not blind 
to our intereſts, we may go ſuch lengths without 
heſitation. 

The whole company heard this inexplicable pa- 
radox of Bouillac's with ſurprize; and the Count 
6 having taxed him with a want of ſteadi- 
neſs in his opinions, was afraid that he carried 
them extravagant lengths. After having modeſtly 
hearkened to all the objections which were offered 
on every ſide of him: Gentlemen, ſaid he, I be- 
lieve with Colonel B , . . that the ſuperior naval 
trength of Great Britain puts it in their power to 
conquer all the French poſſeſſions beyond ſea, and, 
at leaſt, to pillage, or ravage, at their pleaſure, 
the languiſhing immenſe ſcattered territories of 
Spain. I am ſenfible, that the immediate and 
ſitive intereſt of theſe two powers is to prevent ſuch-- 
an event, or at leaſt, to endeavour to ward off the 
blow: you all know, as well as I do, how much 
they deviate from the paths they ſhould purſue for 
that purpoſe ; but that intereſt, which relates to 
their becoming mutual ſupports g each other, is 
not the ſubject which I am, at preſent, conſider- 
ing. There is, beſides that, an intereſt, which 
is common to all the three powers, and it appears 
to me, that they ought to lay aſide all their jea- 
louſies, and unite againſt a fourth, who will one 
day acquire ſufficient ſtrength to exclude all of 
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them. This commentary ſeemed to me to make 
ſome impreſſion upon his hearers, and to ſtrike out 


a new light. Colonel B.. . . fixed his eyes upon 


this young man with ſurprize, which Count 
rceiving, in a tone of raillery, exclaimed, O- 
! Bouillac's politics are not like other people's, 
would you imagine that he alledges, your Ameri- 
can quarrel out of the queſtion, that if both you 
and we had common ſenſe, we ought to become 
allies, to ſet up and pull down, as it ſhould pleaſe 
us. He proves that matters go on ſo badly on 
both ſides of the channel, only becauſe we will not 
come to a right underſtanding. Our intereſt is to 
be united, and he imputes to our jealouſy, though 
reduced to ſyſtem, the adopting fatal and contemp- 
tible chimeras. 

The firſt propoſal which Monſieur de Bouillac 
offers, ſaid Colonel . „has a very ſeducing 
aſpect. I will not, at preſent, exwmine if the 
danger of being obliged to ſubmit N a power 
which may ariſe in America, ought to be a ſignal 
for the immediate joining of England with France 
and Spain, and, certainly it is poſſible, that ſuch 
a power may ariſe; but that is foreſeeing things 
at a great diſtance: at preſent, I do not mean to 
look ſo far into futurity; but, as to things which 
are within our reach, and, in which I think my- 
ſelf intereſted, . I ſhall ſcarcely be brought to re- 
nounce the opinions I have adopted. I have al- 
ways looked upon this rivalſhip, and even that ſen- 
timent, which among the common people in Eng- 
Iand, deſcends even to a hatred of the French 
name, as one of the eſſential props of its hence, 
becauſe it is the ſource and principal nf for 
their activity, and the ſtriking feature "th na- 
tional character. I will go ſtill farther, by iaying 
that even Europe is indebted to it, and the fate of 
the different ſtates ſo connected with it, that the 
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balance depends upon this antipathy. I cannot 
foreſee how it will be poſſible, to get the better of 
a prejudice, which muſt ever oppoſe the eſtabliſh- 
ing an unnatural connection between the two 
eople, which, if it was to be overcome, would 
inſtantly annihilate every advantage, both phyſi- 
cal and local, which Great Britain enjoys at pre- 
ſent, and without the leaſt difficulty, would carry 
the commerce of the whole world into France, the 
very moment we give them time to breathe. How 
then would you prevent an inconvenience ſo ruin- 
ous for us, or, at leaſt, what we are in the habit 
of ſuppoſing to be ſuch, and to think inevitable? 
For my part, I cannot diſcover the means. | 
Well then, ſaid the Count, in turning towards 
Bouillac, do you hear, how will you TP all 
this? I have attended with pleaſure, ſaid he, 
after having continued a long time filent, and ha- 
ving the air of ſubmitting his opinions to thoſe of 
the Colongl; but I muſt beg the favour of Mr. 
B. . . . that he will do me the honour to hear 
what I have to ſay. You are right, Sir, ſaid he, 
addrefling himſelf to the Colonel, the two parts of 
your argument have undoubtedly a foundation, in 
fact, but the politician, who would employ him- 
ſelf in earneſt, for the good of both nations, ought 
to have no reſpect for theſe facts, the greateſt part 
of which are foreign to the ſubject, than to the 
conſequences which follow. The factitious exiſtence 
of Europe, ſuch as has been eſtabliſned by thoſe 
treaties, which at preſent form what is called the 
rights of nations, may unqueſtionably receive a 
blows by the re- union of England with France; 
that to ſay, that the other potentates, who gain 
ſo m by their quarrels, either becauſe they make 
therwefves to be dreaded, or oblige them to pay 
fubſidies, will infallibly ſuffer, | ; 
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To look back to the real ſource of thoſe quarrels, 


we may ſee that they did not originate from thoſe 
motives of animoſity which ſubſiſted formerly; 


but, on the contrary, was the contrivance of thoſe 
who were intereſted in fomenting the quarrels, and 


-eſtabliſhing that maxim in both nations. After the 
Princes of the Houſe of Stuart were eſtabliſhed on 


the throne of Great Britain, they were not the ene- 
mies of France; on the contrary, they were ſome- 


times her allies, and almoft always ſtood neuter. Eu- 
rope felt that this circumſtance promoted the views 


Louis XIV. and therefore concluded that it was 
neceſſary to ſet Great Britain in oppoſition to him, 
they formed a conſpiracy againſt James II. and re- 
ſolved to introduce a Prince in his ftead, who would 
employ his whole power againſt France; ſo, that 
by this plot againſt the royal family, they contrived 
to dethrone James, and give the crown. to his ſon- 
in-law, The ancient hatred was revived, although 
the objects no longer exiſted ; and, ſince that time, 
it has become more and more deeply rooted, and 
has proved fatal to both countries, by their fre- 
quently going to war to pleaſe other nations You 
are certainly well enough acquainted with the ſecret 
hiſtory of Europe, to know that the terrified Princes 
of the Empire formed that conſpiracy at Berlin, 

which brought about the ſecond revolution“. 
Thus the ambition of Louis XIV. has been the 
occaſion of all the ruinous miſtakes which have fol- 
lowed ; but now a-days, that reſtleſs ſpirit for con- 
queſt and vain- glory hath diſappeared in both coun- 
tries, and the two governments thonld confider 
how much they have been dupes, by ruining them- 
felves for the convenience of others; inſtead of 
putting 


* Surely, our author is mif{aken ;; 7 ab the plan of 
bringing the Prince of Orange to England, certaint;, 
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putting it in the power of their people mutually to 
enrich one another, which might be eaſily done, 
believe I could prove this aſſertion which anſwers 


the ſecond part of your argument, by ſome detail 


which I have collected. . 

Your manner of looking into our hiſtory, replied 
the Colonel, is certainly very right and moſt judi- 
civus; but perhaps we ſhould rather give up the 
prejudices which exift, than the realities wich may 
be ſuppoſed. I cannot deny that the bud of your 
political ſyſtem prefents a view of the greateſt in- 
tereſt, but I ſhould wiſh to find, that the unravel- 


ling of its conſequences, ſhould make it ſquare with 


poſiibilities.-- -'The whole circle gave the moſt ſe. 


rious attention, and Bouillac continued nearly as 


follows. The wars of the two nations have ſerved 
no other end but to multiply their misfortunes. 


England, if ſhe pleaſes, may be vain of her ſuc- 


ceis; for ſhe has, by that means, made herſelf 
miſtreſs of that trade, which France might have 
ſhared with her; but could nothing flatter her a- 
vidity and ambition, but that part of it which ſhe 
could ſeize by force? I think I could demonſtrate, 
that her profits are not equivalent to what ſhe might 
have by a commerce with France, and the more 
conſiderable the trade of that country is of itſelf, 
the more conſiderable would that commerce be, 
which they could carry on together. 
I have taken the quantities and the terms of my 
computations from that the Dutch uſurp between 
the two. I have alſo included the immenſe clan- 
deſtine trafficx, which the induſtry of individuals 
oppoſes to erroneous laws, dictated by ancient pre- 
judices to governments, who blindly gave them- 
ſelves up to popular animoſities; but it is ſuper- 
f uous to enlarge upon this ſubject, without, at the 
ſame time producing the exact account of theſe 
#buſesz it likewiſe would be neceſſary to oppoſe 
to 
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to them, the probable reſult of contrary maxims, 
I know, Sir, continued he, in a leſs ſerious tone, 
that as a member of the oppoſition, you ſhould 
over-charge your public character with the ſtrongeſt 
Antigallican prejudices: it is an indiſpenſable eti- 
guette, and, if I were wiſe, I ſhould wait the diſ- 
ſolution of Parliament, to find you in an impartial 
mood, which would render you acceſſible to certain 
ideas, which perhaps you will now not adopt.---- 
Colonel B... ſmiled at this laſt ſtroke, and ſeemed 
to be quite captivated with the young man. The 
converſation became general, and took another turn. 

The Count de C.. W. . .. gave us ſome in- 
tereſting accounts of his native country, Ruſſia. 
His ideas were grand, ſimple, and ſplendid; and 
he gave ample proofs that the Princeſs, whoſe ſub- 
ject he is, places her confidence only in men of a- 
bilities. To a diſcourſe on politics, ſucceeded ano- 
ther on war, upon which ſubject the Count de 
and the Chevalier . . ſpoke as perfect maſters. 
After ſome hours converſation, which, notwith- 
ſtanding my trifling temper, had given me a great 
deal of pleaſure, the Chevalier . , accompanied 
by his friend, carried me home, and congratulated 
me upon my attention to the converſation at the 
Count de 's. He adviſed me, in the kindeſt 
23 to take his young ſriend for my guide, if 

wiſhed to know the ſtate of the arts in France ;--- 
the other zealouſly profiered his ſervices.— The 
unfavourable impreſſions of him which I had re- 
ceived, could not diſpenſe me from accepting his 
polite offer. In ſpite of the uneaſineſs which ſuch 
a connection might give the Doctor, it was reſolved. 
that I ſhould accompany Bouillac early next morn- 
ing. 


2 


DAY 
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DAY Fmt EIGHTH. 


Pictures the Works of a celebrated Painter. ---- 
Striking Leſſons of Morality.---T he French Comedy. 
Reflections on Shakeſpeare and Moliere. 


ARLY in the morning, Bouillac came to rouſe 
me, and at ten o'clock we ſet out. It is with 
a great deal of pleaſure, my Lord, ſaid he, that I ſee 
a young Engliſhman of your rank, employed as 
you are, in making men and the arts the ſubject of 
your ſtudies. I ſhall think myſelf particularly hap- 
py in being your conductor through this capital. 
The pride and opulence of ſome individuals has 
procured them a number of maſter-pieces, and we 
muſt get admittance into their cabinets. Happily, 
I am acquainted with ſome of them, but let us loſe 
no time, for we muſt go to a number of places. 
This day ſhall be dedicated to painting, and we 
will defer ſculpture till another morning. While 
Bouillac was ſpeaking to me, we turned the corner 
of a ſtreet, and met the Doctor. I obſerved him 
to grow pale with fear, and ſtart with horror, at 
the ſight of the companion whom the Chevalier 
had provided for me. Thoſe emotions made 
me recollect every thing he had ſaid to me, of 
Bouillac, and I ſincerely regretted my not having, 
avoided that ſort of union, which this day was like- 
ly to be eſtabliſhed, and I reſolved to employ all 
my addreſs to break it off as ſoon as poſſible. 
In three hours time we had run over a great deal, 
and were got to the royal academy of painting. 


Bouillac made me obſerve the decay of the art, 
5 | by 
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the ſtile and manner of the living artiſts. There 
15 but one man at preſent, added he, who has pre- 
ſerved the leaſt ſpark of that genius which animated 
ſome of his predeceſſors. That ſerpent, envy, has 
decried one of his pieces; he intended it to appear 
among the works of candidates which you ſee here; 
but the vanity of this excellent painter being pro- 
voked, he inſtantly renounced the aſſociation of ri- 
vals, whom he judged to be incapable and unwor- 
thy of ſetting a juſt value upon ] is merits. 

To very great talents, he has the misfortune to 
add ſome of thoſe original defects, which too often 
accompany great abilities; but che ſuperiority of 
his pencil has charmed my eyes, and I cannot with- 
hold my eſteem from the open candour of his heart ; 
therefore, I pay no preat attention to the errors 
cauſed by his pride. Let the jealouſy of his com- 
petitors endeavour to take advantage of the perſonal 
foibles of the artiſt, while it ſhrinks betore his 
works. 7 

Every 3 of painting is exhauſted. There 
are very few ſubjects, either in fable or hiſtory, 
which have not been frequently handled by the 
moſt eminent maſters. It is the ſame in landſcape. 
Greuſe defires to introduce a new kind, and no one 
before him having attempted to give pure leſſons 
of morality upon canvas, he has conceived the de- 
ſign of extracting ſubjects for pictures from a new 
fource. Thus he is become the firit dramatic 
painter ; that 1s to ſay, the firſt who has painted 
real life, and given a repreſentation of virtue and 
vice from what is practiſed daily before our eyes“. 

Bouillac led me to the houſe of the artiſt, whoſe 
Praiſes he had been founding. We found him en- 
gaged in his painting- room. The firſt piece * 

| e 


If it peſſible that the anther never hard of the 
immortal Hogarth, 
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he ſhewed me was equally excellent in deſign, ex- 
preflion and colouring ;- and the ſubject was truly a 
moſt affecting ſcene. Beauty and virtue were ex- 
preſſed in the countenance of a female figure, whoſe 
rank was declared by the co/Zume, giving a firſt leſ- 
ſon of humanity and benevolence to a young child, 
who appeared to be of ſuch a rank in life, as to 
have its ſenſibility in danger of being corrupted b 
pride and opulence. 'The table ſcene was in adar 
mean garret, where a reſpeQable old man was ſeen 
lying on a truckle bed ; he ſeemed to meet poverty 
and indigence with a calm and ſerene countenance, 
and exhauſted by the evils which are the conſe- 
quence of living in want, he received without 
bluſhing, and with a ſimple expreſſion of noble gra- 
titude, the gitts of pure and unaffected charity. At 
his fide lay his aged ſuffering wife, in whoſe face 
and expreſſive attitude were ſeen the emotions of 
gratitude more lively, but leſs the effect of reflection. 
A ſon clothed in rags, but too young to be capable 
of comforting the aged yon, was leaning lan- 
guidly on the bolſter of the bed, where theſe two 
people preſented a picture of the moſt oppreſſed and 
unmerited miſery. Oppoſite to this groupe 
the charitable lady, who came to teach her child to 
comfort the afflicted, Her figure was noble, her 
air ſoft and affecting. The child, accuſtomed to 
opulence, ſeemed to ſtart back with horror from 
the hideous attire of poverty, which had been pre- 
ſented to her view for the firſt time. The 
mother, combating her reluctance, ſeems to ſay 
to her, My dear child, what has this old man 
ts done, that he was not born in the boſom of opu- 
lence as well as we? Nature hath made him our 
equal, but virtue hath placed him above us:“ 
On the back ground is ſeen one of the S:fer Hoſpi- 
tallers, whoſe cold indifferent manner, an effect 
which the conſtant view of calamity frequently 
| O gives 
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gives to. people whoſe ſituation excludes them 
from ſociety, exhibited a fine contraſt to that 
warmth of expreſſion which glowed over the ret 
of the piece. 
To ſuch juſt and happy ideas, to the moſt ſtriking 
expreſſion of a compoſition finely conceived, the 
inter had united all the magical ſkill of his art. 
Bouillac poured forth the moſt flattering encomi- 
ums. His ardent imagination kindled that of the 
painter, and poſſe ſſed by all the enthuſiaſm of his 
genius, yes, gentlemen, cred he, I deſire to dedi- 
cate my colours and my pencil to the improvement 
of mankind. I believe this kind of painting far 
ſuperior to that which traces anew ſome ſucceſsful 
crime of ancient ages, which were as vicious as our 
own, and which is only made reſpectable by the 
name of ſome illuſtrious profligate. I work upon a 
ſubject which is indeed but too common. I wiſh 
to preſent to unfortunate females, among whom 
mutual example does not prevent errors, the fatal 
cataſtrophe which awaits them all at the expiration 
of a few ſhort illuſions. Obſerve, my Lord, ſaid 
he, in carrying me to his eaſel that had a picture 
upon it, this artful and ſhameleſs old woman, en- 
deavouring to corrupt a young, ſimple, timid, in- 
nocent girl, by enticing her with the offer of gold 
and diamonds. This horrible Megara gives ſtrength 
to paſſions eaſily led aſtray, in order to breathe the 
Poiſon of debauchery and vanity into an unſuſ- 
petting innocent foul. See ſeduction applauding 
the ſucceſs of her artifice upon the front of thac 
corrupted Financier. I deſpaired a great while of 
bags ory to expreſs all the characters which thould 
be aſſembled in the face of his worthleſs emiffary ; 
meanneſs, avarice, hypocritical goodneſs, and un- 
bridled impudence, ought all to appear there. I 
could not have 8 if I had not found a 
model. This head is from nature.---The _ 
c 
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the painter entered into the detail of his compoſi- 
tion, the more my eyes were em ployed in endea- 
vouring to catch the expreſſion which he wiſhed me 
to find in the perſons repreſented. How great was 
my ſurprize, when I recolleteli the features of 
Mamma . . ., in that of the old procureſs. -I 
bluſhed ʒ - the artiſt obſerved it, but he was miſtaken - 
in the cauſe. You are diſguſted, my Lord, ſaid 
he, it is the moſt flattering effect poſſible for me, 
and 1t was what I propoſed in drawing the hideous: 
heart of that creature in her countenance. Be- 
hold, continued he, the trembling victim of her ſe- 
ductions ; the deſire of poſſeſſing all thoſe objects of 
— {0 alluring to youth, is painted im her eyes; 3 
t preſent ſhe heſitates, ſhe trembles, the ſnare 
ry is laid for her vanity makes her modeſty ſtar- 
tlie ; ſhe hearkens, and of courſe is about to take 
the firſt ſtep to infamy. In the ſecond picture, ſee 
the conſequences Which at firſt were ſo flattering 
upon her entry in the vicious career. It repreſents 
the young woman d-ſpoiled of that engaging inno- 
cence, which made her appear fo beautiful in the 
firſt ; ſhe is ſurrounded by opulent oſtentation, and 
adolently ſtretched at full length upon filk and 
down, forgets that labour and induſtry by which 
ſhe ſhould have lived in honourable mediocrity, 
and which would one day have brought her to be 
the wife of ſome wor thy citizen, honeſt and diligent 
as herſelf, Amidſt all theſe artificial enjoyments, 
ſhe deitroys the moſt valuable of all riches, mode- 
rated defires. An Angola“ tears in pieces the ya- 
luable ornaments which the prodigality of her ad- 


mirers haſtens to replace; ſhe ſmiles at a Sapajou + 


throwing that gold out of the window which love 
had laviſhingly beſtowed. A double emblem of 
that 


Angola, a hind ef Car. + Sapajen, @ ſpecies of 
the Monkey, th * 
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that ſhameful. predile&ion which an ungrateſul 
courtezan frequently grants to an obſcure worm, 
and in ſuch a manner, as verifies the proverb--- 
lightly come, lightly go.---If the reſemblance of the 
old D.. . occaſioned ſome emotions, the allegory 
of the Sapajou redoubled it, by calling to my mind 
the hateful Mr. Rag, and certainly ſome impreſ- 
ſion was viſible in my countenance. My Lord, 
ſaid Bouillac, by the pathetic diſcourſes which Mr. 
Greuſe diſplays ſo well upon canvas, he could 
certainly make a convert of you. He muſt be 
much flattered by the generous indignation which 
_ _ in every feature. This obſervation of 

ouillac's diſconcerted me, and penetrated to my 
inmoſt ſoul, but happily the painter, at that in- 
ſtant, led us on to two other pictures. 

One of them preſented the courtezan in the 
third ſtage of her career. She was no longer 
Mining in gold, nor ſurrounded with ſeducing luxu- 
ries. All her magnificent ſtatelineſs was fled with 
her frail attractions. The firſt wrinkle which came 
to blaſt the flower of youth upon her forehead, had 


given the ſignal for an ungrateful retreat to her 


rhdious and inconſtant admirers ; fhe was even 
deſerted by the Angola and Sapajou. The humble 
beauty, in a decent retreat, offers cheap favours, in 
ſubmiſſive language, to a ſurly, rude old fellow; 
who ſeems to deſpiſe her remains of beauty. 

In the fourth piece, the unhappy wretch is ſeen 
expiring amidſt cold and want, ſhame and ſorrow. 
The pale glimmerings of a lamp ſhed a melancholy 
light upon this laſt ſcene of her ſufferings. Bitter 
and fruitleſs repentance was expreſſed in her dying 
eyes, and her whole being ſeemed to ſink under a 
load of wretchedneſs : an untimely old age, brought 
on by exceſs, is about to be finiſhed by a languiſh- 
ing and painful death. The painter entered into 
all theſe details with the fame. warmth as * 

one 


r 
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done before, and Bouillac gave a moral to every 
apologue. I found myſelf in a very uneaſy ſitua- 
tion. After having given ſuch proofs of ſatisſac- 
tion to the artiſt as my ſtate of mind permitted, we 
ſet out. My companion ſeemed to divine every 
impreſſion that was made upon my heart; howe- 
ver, he did not once mention any thing like it, but 
continued to introduce into our converſation ſuch 
ſubjects as were beſt ſuited to affect my mind, 
to reclaim or confirm my youth in the paths of true 
honour.. 

Although he mentioned nothing in direct terms, 
and even avoided every fhadow of application, F 
was exceedingly vexed, and looked upon him as s 
bitter and unſeaſonable reformer ; but I took care 
to conceal my thoughts. Undoubted'y, this was 
owing to thoſe prejudices againſt, his charaQer, 
with which the Doctor had been at pains to inſpire 
me, and convinced as I was, that his practice was 
very oppoſite to his doctrine, it made leis impreſſion 
upon me than 1t otherwiſe would have done. At 
laſt he changed the tone of his diſcourſe, and be- 
coming gay and amuſing, I found his converſation 
more tolerable. 

Bouillac propoſed to ſpend the evening at the 
French comedy. My Lord, ſaid he, this is the 
theatre which ſhould be frequented by foreigners ; 
it is here where the French language is ſpoken in 
the greateſt purity, and where you will find the 
trueſt picture of the manners of our nation. Here 
you may acquire the firſt, and learn te know the 
other. So ſerious a motive for giving the pre- 
ference to the French theatre, was not the founda- 
tion for determining me at that time ; but, I know 
not how it was, this man acquired a perfect maſtery 
over me. I had ſo bad an opinion of him, that I 
could not endure him; but that maſk or worth and 
candour, which the Doctor perſuaded me he only 


aſſumed, 
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aſſu med, muſt have ſtrongly reſembled undiſguiſed 


truth ; for there were certain moments, in which 
he governed me with as abſolute ſway, as if I had 
had the greateſt eſteem for him, founded on a 
knowledge of his virtue. I let myſelf be conduct- 
ed by him wherever he choſe to lead. I believe, 
if he had propoſed to go and ſee ſome more moral 

intings, he would have made me go with him, 
although at leaving the houſe of his friend the 
painter, I had ſworn in my own mind, that he 
ſhould never catch me there again. 

The tragedy of Phexdra was the piece to be 
played that night on the French ftage. I ſhould: 


not have been able to have reliſhed the beauties of 


= play, if my conductor had not prepared me for 

it, by giving me ſome idea of it before-hand, and, 
at n ſcene, haſtily ſketched over the detail. By 
this means, he enabled me to follow the ſublime 


and patketic expreſſion of an old actreſs“, whoſe- 


abilities ſeemed to me to be as unqueſtionably 
eat as thoſe of our celebrated Garrick. 

When the firſt piece was over, Bouillac enter- 
mined me with his opinions on the difference be- 
tween the French and Engliſh drama, Beſides the 
national character which preſcribes the limits to 
genius in a theatrical career, ſaid he, nature has 
given you a matchleſs poet in your great Shake- 
ſpeare; whoſe juſt and true imagination, in the 
immenſny of its flight, comprehended all ages, all 
men. and all places. His deſcriptions preſent to 
dur view tre unconfined free manner of nature her- 
ſelf. He conftantly follows her, and never fails to 
=_ her, with all her variety and copiouſneſs. 

hat an advantage for the Engliſh ſtage to have 
had ſuch an extraordinary man for it's founder ! He 
has diſentangled nature from thoſe fetters made ſa- 
cred by antiquity, and extended her laws fer the 
benefit of thoſe, who, after him, would run the 

Madame Clairen. 
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ſame career, though without the hope of reaching 
ſuch a flight ; ww. unqueſtionably it is to him you 
owe that ſuperiority which the Engliſh have over 
the French tragedies. The French pieces of that 
kind are little more, in my eyes, than romances in 
dialogue, written in very fine verſe, but whoſe cold 
uniform action, tires and freezes. The conduct 
has a general ſameneſs, and continual monotony. 
Perhaps, the nation may one day come to ſee this 
fault, if ever that phantom, which is worſhipped 
the name of taſte, happens to be deſpoiled off 
aſſumed importance. I thould be aſhamed, my 
Lord, to explain myſelf with ſuch freedom, in pre- 
ſence of our connoiſſeurs; I ſhould run a "ik of 
being treated as barbarous. This nation muſt al- 
ways imitate the Greeks ; they do it, at leaſt, by 
ſheviing a contempt for every thing that is not of 
their own literary growth, and which departs from 
thoſe rules within which two or three aux &fprits 
have thought proper to confine genius, by writing 
commentaries on Ariſtotle, 

It is forbidden, for example, to open the ſcene, 
but by a flat and inſipid narration. The rigorous 
law, which they call the three unities, obliges che 
author to give this dull explanation, which would 
frequently appear ridiculous, if cuſtom did not pre- 
vent them from being ſenſible of this Ks > 
One actor informs another, in ſounding rhimes, of 
his genealogy, birth, hiſtory of his parents, and a 
number of other things, which the laſt ought to 
know better than the ſpeaker. It is commonly 
tome confidant, who, in favour of the audience, 
ſtuns with inſipid repetitions, the hero of the piece, 
who 1s ready to yawn. The unity of the place 
obliges the author to ſet his characters in motion 
like puppets, that they may inceſſantly return in a 
moſt whimſical childiſh manner, to the gallery ofthe 
palace, Where we are tired with a 9 

team 
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dream of recitals and diſcoveries ; and this is nearly 
the whole of what is permitted. No additional 
incident, no ſecond-rate character, which is ſo uſes 
ful with you, in bringing on the cataſtrophe, and 
in ſupporting the ſpirit of the ſcene, but, at beſ?, 
ſome dull, ſtupid confidants, whoſe parts are fo 
wretchedly compoſed, that none are found to fill 
them but inferior actors, whoſe performance throws 
into burleſque the ſcenes which ought to be the molt 
Jonny engaging. Surely, „du will never be 

rought to think the moit perfect of cheſe com poſi- 
tions to be a maſter- piece: for, it is plain, that 
they preſent nothing but a maſs of dull unaffecting 
Inſipidity, where, at beſt, we find no recompence 
for our attention, but in the richneſs and beauty of 
the narration. 

It is not ſo with the French comedies, continued 


Bouillac : Plautus and Terence, as well as Arifto- 


phanes, live again in Moliere, or rather he has ſur- 
paſſed them all. It is true, that he had not the 
ſame obſtacle to contend with as our tragic poets. 
Comedy may be made intereſting by means of more 
ſimple acceſſaries than can be admitted into trage - 
dy. That mercileſs chimera, taſte, who ſo ſtrongly 
eircumſcribes the field where genius might range, 
has leſs important conſequences in a les elevated 

cies of writing. The action, as well as the 
characters, being taken from common liſe, they 
may be aabolded by the ſame kinds of incidents. 
Moliere, then, was more at his eaſe in this reſpect. 
You will fee the native ſimplicity and truth of his 
touch. Here he alſo annalyſed to me the Precteu/es 
Ridicules, which was going to be played, and put- 
Kng the piece in my hand, he advided me to take 
the advantage of reading, that I might more eaſily 
follow the performance. You ſee, continued he, 
that upon this ſtage, both the actors and authors ſuc- 


seed much better in comedy, which is a n 
an 
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zud evident proof of it's ſuperiority. Tragedy 
being, in this country, conſtrained and unnatural, 
thoſe people, who perform the characters, inevita- 
bly contract an affected bluſtering tone of voice, 
and ſtray ſo far from nature, that to be able to 
play both kinds well happens very ſeldom ; but in 
England, on the contrary, the tone and gait of tra- 
gedy, being that of nature, does not deſtroy the 
comic talents of the actor, and is to this difference, 
undoubtedly, that Garrick, and ſome others, owe 
that union and equal abilities in botn kinds, which 
contrary cauſes make the people of Paris believe to 
be incompatible, or wonderful. The actreſs, whom 
you have juſt now ſeen, knew how to reconcile 
them, (thanks to the powers of her mind) which 
made her abjure the emphaſis of the French Mel- 
pomene : but ſhe has been obliged, ſometimes, to 
appear low and undeſerving, to pleaſe an audience 
who have been ſpoiled by the practice of over-a&t- 
ing thoſe emotions, where the Engliſh would have 
found her ſublime ; and 1s content with now and 
then, extorting from the pit, involuntary expreſſions 
of admiration, or rather of feeling, with ſtrokes of 
nature unknown to other actors. This woman. 
would have ſurpaſſed Garrick, if ſhe had known 
Shakeſpeare, but it will be a great while before he 
13 known to her or to this country. It would now 
be enough that the French language acquired an 
energy which 1t has not at preſent. If the national 
character, which preſides over language, as in eve- 
ty thing elſe, does not change, the maſter- pieces of 
chis immortal and ſingular genius will be for ever 
loſt to them. | 

I had read with attention ſome things which had 
been written on the ſubje& of the French theatre, 
and was ſo well acquainted with our own, as to be 
ſenſible of the juſtice of the Chevalier Bouillac's 
dſcryations. Beſides, 1 own feelings came in 


ſup» 


fi 
ö 


Do you not find, added he, chat there is ſomething 
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ſupport of his manner of drawing the compariſon. 
Racine ſcareely affected me, but Moliere made me 
taugh. By all this, I found - that the French come- 
dy is the moſt agreeable entertainment in this ca- 
pital. I left it highly entertained by the Count de 
Jrdrlet, and the Marquis de Maſcarille, and not- 
withitanding the inſin uation of the dear Doctor, I 
was in a fair way of being reconciled to Bouillac, 
and examining for myſelf, whether I had not been 
Tmpoted on with regard to him; but the other 
came conveniently enough to prolong the illuſion ; 
he appeared the initant the Chevalier left me, and 
it was high time, for I was wavering in my opinion, 
Well, my Lord, faid the Doctor, your complai- 
fance and reſpect for the Chevalier * * *, has pro- 
Enred you a tirefome day of it; you was obliged to 
endure the pedantry of his oracle.—If his being a 
pedant was all, that might be eafily digeſted, but 
he is really a bad man, added he, in a tone of diſ- 
quiet ;—he diſlikes me particularly, and I don't 
Enow for what, and to be fure he would not let flip 
the opportunity of painting me. I proteſt to 
you, anſwered I, that he has not breathed a ſingle 
word that could alarm you ; he was too much en- 

ged, and indeed engaged me too much, to have 
Fire to gratify that malice of which you accuſe 
him. I ſhall never love that man, my dear Doc- 
tor, becauſe you have acquainted me with the per- 
verſeneſs of his character, which is the more deteſta- 
ble, becauſe it is ſo artfully diſguiſed; but I can't 
help regretting that ſuch excellent qualities ſhould 
be thrown away. | 

I believe, my Lord, you depend upon my fin- 
cerity, J was ſenſible how very dangerous he is, 
which was the fole motive of my anxiety to guard 
you againſt him.— I promiſed the Doctor that I 
would defend myſelf carefully againſt his attacks. 


con- 
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contradictory in him, and ſuch a warmth and zeal 
in every thing he does, that his company muſt very 
ſoon be inſupportable ?—Not at all, ſaid I, very 
unaffeftedly,—He muſt have diſſembled deeply 
then ! However, you won't be long ere you make 
the diſcovery, if you expoſe yourſelf to his company. 
May you never make a more fatal one to your coſt. 

Pardon, my zeal, my Lord, I would not be fo 
communicative to another. — I aſſured my dear 

Doctor that J had ſuch confidence in him after the. 
information he had given me of Bouillac's charac- 
ter, that I would always reſtrict myſelf to the reſpect 
which was due to him who had been pleaſed to form 
the connection; he was ſatisfied with this promiſe, 
and renewed our common ſubjeQs of converſation, 
and the fair * made us ſoon forget all thoughts 
of Bouulac. We inſenſibly reſumed our gaiety 
and good humour in talking over this important 
ſubject. / 
The Doctor was buſy till two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, attempting to deſtroy the impreſſions which he 
ſuſpected to have been made upon me in the courſe 
of the day, by elevating my fancy and my ſenſes. 
He had great advantage; for the bad made deep 

impreſſions, while the good only grazed upon me. 

In examining myſelf, I could not conceive how it 

came about that in the twelve hours I had ſpent with 

Eouillac, I had not once yawned. I promiſed my- 

ſelf amends for the loſs of this day, by rendering 

the next as agreeable as poſſible; the Doctor pro- 
miſed me his aſſiſtance, and withed me a good night. 


P 2 DAY 
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DAY THE NINTH. 


A new Acquaintance, which coſts me a Trifle.—f4 
 Horſe-Race.—An accidental Meeting with 4 i17- 
gular Character. 


6 © HE Doctor attended at my riſing. Twas 
he that opened my curtains, My eſcaping 
from him the preceding day was a motive for his re- 
doubling his aſſiduity. Come, faid he to me, 
get up, while you are indulging in ſleep, till late in 
the morning, half Paris is already aſiembled in the 
plain of Sablons. In an hour the town will be 
quite empty; they are drawn thither by a ſpectacle 
new to them. Cne of thoſe who will ſhare in 
the honours or dangers of the day will ſoon be at 
your gate. He intreated me to preſent him to 
your Lordſhip. I neither knew what intereſting 
novelty could make all Paris run to the plain of 
Sablons, nor what perſon wanted to ſee me. The 
Doctor informed me, that they were going, for the 
firſt time to give a horſe-race there, and that the 
bets were open. Word was then brought, that 
ſome body wanted to ſpeak with him. Who is it, 
ſaid he.- -'Tis he, ſaid my valet de chambre 
the gentieman who lodges on the other fide. The 
Doctor went to receive him, and returned with 
him. My Lord, ſaid he, this is one of the moſt 
amiable of your countrymen. He 1s very ſorry 
that he has for ſeveral days occupied the fame 


houſe with you, without having had the 3 
* 


FORTNIGHT ar PARIS. 101 


of our acquaintance, Mr, Filkey * * * *+----at 
this name all my ideas were rouſed; three 
things concurred to ſpreal his nin: - —- the 
moſt ridiculous prodigality and oſtentation, the 
moſt rooted frenzy for gaming, and that ſpecies of 
celebrity which a raſh thoughtleſs young man may 
draw from five or fix remarkable duels, equivocal 
marks of courage, with whole true characteriſtics 


three fourths of men are fo unacquainted as often 


to give its name to the ſanguinary tranſports of 
revenge, or inſenfible ferocity. F*** wanted to 
give new luftre to the part he played at Paris, b 
giving into all the momentary extravagancies wit! 
the epidemic folly of which ſome of the inferior 
claſs of nobility were ſeized ; he was a ſkilful 
jockey, and a high better. This was the madnefs 
of the day; and accordingly he ouctitrypped every 
body in it, for he had laid two thouſand guineas a- 
gainſt D. D. B. P. | 

How does your Lordſhip propoſe to go and ſee 
the race, ſaid he to me? I ſhall go in a coach, re- 
plied I-—In a coach! Fye, my Lord, returned the 
obliging Doctor. The laws of faſhion require 
you at preſent to be on horſeback ; tis not proper 
for a man of your rank to ſhew himſelt in any other 
manner on the plain. I have provided for that. 
Mr. F“ has been pleaſed to promiſe me one of 
the hunters he has in his ſtable, Here F** ap- 
proved the Doctor's offer with 2 nod, and made me 
a profound bow. I thanked him, but then caſting 
my eyes on the Doctor, I ſaw him booted and ſpur- 
red, like one of our jockeys. My dear Dottor, 
your foreſight gives me infinite pleaſure, and Mr. 
Fs politeneſs excites my whole gratitude ; but 
I cannot conſent to deprive you of a pleaſure you 

per- 

+ Fitzgerald, who lately fongbht a duel with his 
Felloav-acventurer Baggs, at Paris; in which each 
wvas much wounded, though both ſurvived. | 
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perhaps intended to take.——Not at all, my Lord, 
every thing has been foreſeen, replied he, with an 
air of ſatisfaction; I ſhall have the honour to ac- 
company you, and two of your people on horſe- 
back may likewile follow us. In truth, ſaid I, it 
muſt be allowed that the Doctor is » man eſſentially 
neceſſary; nobody can he hre ing than her, 
I was ſoon ready. Our oavalc ae A. at the 
race- ground, where, in fact, an incredible multi- 
tude was already aſſembled. The young Princeſs* 
who is now ſeated on the throne of France, an 
ſhares the love of the people with the king her hus- 
band, honoured theſe new {ports with her auguſt 
preſence. Hope and admiration flew before her, 
and whatever misfortunes this day brqught upon 
me, I except it from thoſe whoſe hiſtory I have al- 
ready given, I ſaw beneficence and beauty crown- 
ed before-hand by the public voice. That day 1 
ſhall ever account happy. 

Upon the road F** acquainted me, that if I was 
anclined to ſhare with him in his bet, I might take 
what part of it I pleaſed, I have always been pre- 
** jadiced againſt this ſort of wagers. Each of the 
| 1 parties build their hopes on their confidence in the 
| 


horſes that are to enter the lifts ; they entertain not 
the leaſt doubts of their own ſkill, and pay far from 
ſuffcient attention to the fidelity of the rider, though 
they know befcre-hand that this is much more to 
be diſtruſted than the ſpeed of the horſe. Three- 
fourths of the time the better hes at the mercy of 
the rider. I would rather truſt the rifk of a die, or 
the chance of the cards, I never gamed but out of 
vanity ; had I dene it out of avarice, 'tis thus J 
would haye formed my calculation. 
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\ T refuſed Mr. F**'s offer, when the Doctor dex- 
trouſly put another ſpring in motion. My Lord, 
ſaid he, you cannot diſpenſe from venturing ſome- 


thing in this affair. The French have borrowed 


this ſport from us, and they flatter themſelves with 
ſoon ſurpaſting their maſters. In your country it 
is conſecrated by the taite and emulation of private 
perſons, and ſtill more by the cares of an attentive 
ment. We mutt ſupport this cauſe.-l dare an- 
ſwer to you for the honour of this day, and the real 
advantage that will accrue to you from the accepts 
ance of Mr. F***s offer, to go ſhares with him.—-l 
am not in a condition to run great riſks, but J have 
ventured a good deal upon his judgment. I look 
upon this as a piece of patriotiſm. Every inſtance 
of our ſuperiority, even that of our horſes, is a mat- 
ter I think myſelf intereſted to maintain. I laughed 
heartily at the Doctor's warmth and zeal. If, con- 
tinued he, you ſtand in need of an example to en- 
courage you, I will tell you, that a fine woman 
hath teſtiſied more ardour than you in ſo good a 
cauſe. Who then, ſaid I, is this patriotic female ? 
No other, replied he, than the lady whoſe good 
ſenſe induces her to confer the myrtle crown upon 
the Engliſh. I laughed ſtill more heartily, and in 
the fit of gaiety, with which the phyſician had 
juſt inſpired me, I took a fourth ſhare of F“; 
enormous bet. Abandeming myſelf to his confi- 
dence, inſpired by his h:ppological ſagacity, if I may 
be allowed the expreſſion, I thought I faw the fa 
mous horſe Pompey returning with the Olympic 
palm, and that I had already pocketed my hve 
hundred louis d'ors. 

While thus converſing, we rid with a ſtately air 
dver the courſe, between two rows of coaches, and 
the mob, who lined the ground: twenty Petits 
Maitres, metamorphoſed into Engliſh poſtillions, as 


the faihion of the day required, eagerly prefled 


round 
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round me, to communicate their hopes or fears. 
My bet was conſiderable, and gave me, in their 
eyes, an importance relative to the moment.-— 
Eſcaping from this croud, I felt more confidence to 
approach the ſuperb coach, in which was ſeated 
La***; and when I heard the Doctor gave her an 
account of the ſmall venture I had made, after her 
example, I put on an air of ſeli-{ufficiency and 
fatuity, equal to that of my aſſociate. 

On a ſudden, I heard a general ſhout of deriſion, 
and turning to ſee what had raiſed it, perceived am 
inſolent fellow burleiquing the ceremonies cf the 
day ;—to the curvets of two thouſand cavaliers, 
who were proudly parading in this amphitheatre, 
he oppoſed the aukward prancing of a diminutive 
aſs, which he drove om with all his force, leanin 
forward, extending his arms like wings, he aped all 
the brilliant ſquires, by whom he was ſurrounded, 
bavling out, way, way, with the whole ſtrength 
of his lungs. This idea, which with all its but- 
foonery, conveyir.g an inſtructive leſſon, ſeemed to 
diſconcert the paraders. The *ſquire of the pack- 
ſaddle made the ranks open, and the aſs figured at 
the expence of the horſes. 

In a ſhort time, the two horſes that were to diſ- 

ute the victory, were drawn out and expoſed to 
the eyes of the multitude. Hector, and the invin- 
cible Achilles, under the walls of the famous Troy, 
did not excite greater fears or hopes. Greeks and 
Trojans encouraged the champions, and invoked 
the gods. I examined the quadruped hero, on 
whom my chance depended. My hopes were but 
weak, wnen I compared him with the other; and, 
I bad the mortification to hear all the ſuffrages, by 
degrees, unite in prognoſticating the victory to his 
competitor, F** himſelf, no longer retained the 
fame confidence. While contemplating the well- 


Kaped and vigorous courſer oppoſed to us, his pies 
ve 
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five air and downcaſt look, announced, that his - 
thoughts were already turned on the gap that the 
loſs of fifteen hundred louis d'ors would make in 
his finances.—As conſiderable as that loſs was, per- 
haps it alarmed him ftill leſs, than the diſgrace he 
would ſuffer in his reputation as a connoiſſeur. — 
However, being exceſſively vain, there remained 
one conſolation, which was no other than the noiſe 
and eclat, ſo expenſive a piece of extravagance wou!d 
cauſe. For my part, though leſs vain than he, I 
then had a ſufficient doſe of that weakneſs to re- 
gret my bet but little from the ſame conſideration. 

However, we were obliged to ſet a good face on 
the matter, and notwithſtanding our apprehenſions, 
we ſucceeded. The two racers ſtarted, —during 
the firſt heat our hopes revived a little; at the ſe- 
cond they wavered ; before half the third, our fate 
was decided.—-The ſuperannuated Pegaſus, who 
bore our fortune, had loſt both his legs and wind. 
— Vanity, as I ſaid, ſupported F** under ſo great a 
diſaſter, and I returned home to pay down m 
ſhare with the Doctor, who blamed my remiſſ- 
neſs in not ſaving myſelf as he had done, by bet- 
ting again on the other ſide. 

1 was to dine with G**, my banker. The con- 
verſation all through Paris turned only upon the 
great event of the races, and people talked dif- 
ferently of their introduction into France. I, that 
day heard the ſubject treated by two men, who ap- 
peared to form a very fingular contraſt, One of 
them was the celebrated L.“. This man, whoſe 
eloquence ſtrikes the ear with an empty, noiſy pa- 
rade, has ſo accuſtomed himſelf to words, that he 
ſubſtitutes them for things, and a frivolous nation, 
eagerly devours his ſuperficial productions. Em- 
boldened by ſucceſs, he writes nonſenſe upon every 
ſubject every month, and exhibits a picture of the 
writer — waſhed Nero white, and whoſe pen 
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has exalted the government of the Sophi, who cuts 
off five or ſix heads at every health he drinks of a 
liquor prohibited by the Koran, above the equita- 
ble el reciprocal yoke impoſed by the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution, on the governor and the governed. His 
genius flying from paradox to — 2 exerciſes it- 
ſelf on every ſubject, from the cedar to the hyſſop. 
He uttered brilliant abſurdities on monarchies and 
republics, and at laſt, like a torrent tumbling down 
a precipice, he at once deſcended to our cock- 
matches and horſe-races. | 

As I liſtened, with aſtoniſhment, to this man, who 
was ſtill more ſingular than celebrated, one of the 
company, who fate next me, whiſpered in my ear. 
My Lord, you appear ſurprized at the coruſcations 
of this fire-work.—The people of this country are 
fond of them.—This famous L** harangues with 
as little ſolidity on philoſophy, as he gives diſſerta- 
tions on horſes. Reſolved to be ſingular in every 
thing, he affects to be as much prejudiced againſt 
vou, as ſome of his countrymen ſeem infected with 
the Anglomania. He decides, in the ſame tone, 
upon your conſtitution, your politics, your arts, 
your amuſements, and your follies; and 1s equally 
unacquainted with all; he ſpeaks ridiculouſly of 
What is ſerious, and ſerious of what is ridiculous, 
When the Marquis de Poulainville, in the comedy, 
has exhauſted every effort by petarades and fuſees, 
to wake the torpid and motionleſs Facgques _— e 
You are truly a very comical fellow, ſays the laſt to 
him coldly when he riſes. —That ſcene ſeems paro- 
died by this inexhauſtible, but unreaſonable ha- 
ranguer, whenever his audience or his reader have 
common ſenſe.—Let us hear him, he is going to 
give vent to ſome abſurdities, which he will put m 


int, | 
In fact, he ſpoke nearly as follows: «« What 


«© a difference betivzen the games of the _ 
6 an 
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% and the Engliſh races. Let us imitate the 
«« Greeks, gentlemen, and leave the Engliſh to 
*« themſelves. What an abſurdity to have recourſe 
to poſtillions of that country, to ſubject ourſelves 
*< to the formality of weighing the riders and furni- 
ture, to the obligation of adding a weight to the 
*© lighteſt, and to 1mitate, in every thing, the gri- 
*© maces of this Engliſh ſcrupulouſneſs !”? | 

Sir, replied a fat gentleman, with a whip and 
boots, the Greeks you talk of were much better 
judges of poetry and eloquence than of horſes ?- I 
read Virgil when at ſchool; but he has not been of 
the leaſt ſervice to me in the management of my 
ſtud in the Limouſin. You talk like an angel, 
but, for my =_ I am a Judge of horſes. 

„How, Sir, would you ſubject us to the cere- 
«© monial of London rather than of Olympia!“ re- 
plied the Bel Eſprit : No, no, let us turn over 
P. Montfaucon, let us diſguiſe ourſelves under a 
«© maſk of Phocis*. Let us have Autametons+, not 
«& Tockeys.” 

I do not underſtand you now, rephed the fat 
gentleman ; I have too far forgot what was taught 
me at ſchool, to perceive clearly the merit of that 
doctrine; but ſetting aſide your Aztometons, and all 
your high-ſounding words, it appears to me very 
reaſonable to weigh the burdens with which the 
two animals, of ſuppoſed equal ftrength, are to be 
loaded, in order to make them run equal diftances, 
in a manner likewiſe equal. If an Autometon did 
not attend to that as well as a jockey, ſo much the 
worſe for him, Sir, he was a blockhead, and ought 
to loſe the bet. Then, Sir, according to the 
„ principle of this pretended equality, in the ren- 

Q 2 * Coun- 


Perhaps, the author meant Eli:, where Olympia 


ewas /ituated. 
+ 4 ſelf-roving machine. 
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counters to which perſonal vengeance compels 
* two individuals againſt each other, and con- 
« ſtrains them to expoſe their lives for the ſatisfac- 
4 tien of their honour, we ought likewiſe to 
«« weichtheir ſwords apd cloaths, to meaſure their 
* «© arms, to calculate the nimbleneſs of their wriſts, 
„ and the 3 of their eyes! The belt 
4 fencer ovght to be manacled, and he who: 15 
90 i Gofgured by x h , to be furniſhed with 

lafſes ; Never was a concluſion drawn more 
«« prepoſterouſly from the premiſes, than in theſe 
„% of the balance, ſo feoliſhly applied by the 
* Engliſh to the preliminaries of equeſtrian 
* trials.” 

Sir, Sir, if this ſecond caſe was a bet as well as 
the firſt, the betters would do well to take the 
precautions you mention, though you overcharge 
them a little. There is too great diſſimularity 
between theſe things, and their motives, to allow 

a prrallel. If I conſent that my horſe bear an 
equal burden with yours, it is only wagering im- 
plicitly, that he 1s as ſtrong as yours. This is all 
the Engliſh do. The aim is to facilitate the 
matching of the horſes ; that is all“ But, Sir, 
«© when I bring out mine into the liſts, I under- 
20 _— that he ſhall enjoy all his natural advan- 
4c ta =P 

And i Sir, who do not confound natural ad- 
vantages with the accidental diſadvantage : of a 
greater weight to carry, conſider two things : if 
the natural advantages of the animal, whoſe 
ſpeed I oppoſe to you, are inferior to yours, I 
do not bet againſt you; if mine, with equal 
natural alvantages, bears a heavier weight, I 
conirder that he is weakened by this difference, 
and again, I withdraw my bet. 1 know not if 

the 

* Shortnefs of fight, or purblinducſi. 


A 


0 0 


FORTNIGHT ar PARIS. 103 


the Greeks acted thus; if they did not, they 


muſt frequently have loſt their money very fool- 
iſh ly. 


« And what do you think, Sir, of the extra- 


0 vagant regimen preſcribed by the philoſophers of 


A 


the Thames, for the competitors at Newmarket, 
*« whoſe object is to leſſen their ſtrength, in order 
to increaſe their ſpeed.” 

I think, Sir, that philoſophy quite to the pur- 


| pole. Speed is the object, conſequently the regi- 
men which produces it is the beſt. 


«« How, Sir, is it by macerations, by the ha- 
„ bitual uſe of ſtrong liquors, that we fit our- 
« ſelves for violent exerciſ:! The Arabian horles, 
the nobleſt, the ſtrongeſt, and the fleeteſt in the 
«« world, are not prepared after the Engliſh man- 
«« ner, yet they travel forty leagues a day without 
the bridle being taken out of their mouths. 
The grooms of that country would be aſto- 
«« niſhed at hearing, that in Europe the horſes 
cannot be made long-winded, without burſt- 
ing them with ratiha, and at ſeeing that 
* the courſe where the prize is to be given 
to ſtrength and rapidity, filled only with ſke- 
* nn 

To undeceive you with regard to the ratifia, Sir, 
it would be neceſlary to give you the trouble of ſee- 


ing how horſes are treated; you would find a regi- 


men different from what you imagine. Had you 
ſeen thoſe Arabian horſes in the condition they are 
in, when they carry their riders forty leagues in 
one day, you would have ſeen that they were a 
little like ſkeletons too: that ſtrength and ſpeed, 
which ought to be crowned, have nothing more to 
do with roundneſs and fleſh, than good ſenſe with 
the ſwell of periods, or truth with the ſparkling wit 
of a parody. 

5 L* 
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L** multiplied his ſuppoſitions, and paid no at- 
tention to the horſe- breeder, who, in ſuch matters, 
knew more than the whole bar, and all the authors 
in the nation together : a few days after, he printed 
all the abſurdities he had uttered. 

The reader will pardon me for having filled up 
the void of this day's tranſaction with an account 
of this extraordinary converſation. As the danger 
of thinking wrong is one of thoſe errors that 
ought to be —— out to youth, I have not wan- 
dered from my purpoſe, in ſtripping the L**”'s of 
their tinſel. 
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DAY Tre TENTH, 


We ſhould never reckon without our Hoſt. 
* E happy day ſhone forth at laſt, My a- 


morous impatience repreſented the two pre- 
ceding days as two ages; the excellent Doctor was 
all alive. Victory! Victory! cried he, on enter- 
ing: Sir Walter is at laſt packed off, and, at this 
moment, is making the beſt of his way to Calais; 
the happy hour approaches, the crown of myrtle is 
prepared, the altar and the victim await you. Such 
was the text ; the reader 1s already ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with his character, to conjecture what kind 
of commentary he added. I ſhall paſs ſlightly 
over ſuch incidents as were of little importance in 
the tranſactions of the day; nor will JI attempt 
to deſcribe that impatience which muſt be eafily 
conceived, that I may come to the period when 
the critical moment was cruelly poſtponed, and 
where my anxious defires were ſtopped in their 
career, by one of thoſe tricks of the profeſſion, 
—_— however common, do not fail daily to 
impoſe. 
he Royal Academy of Muſic, having finiſhed 
their tinkling din, I carried Mademoiſelle * * *. 
to her home. Her coachman, Champagne, made 
me fly along in triumph by the hght of a couple 
of flambeaux, which were carried by the heydukes, 
who were behind the coach, from the opera to the 
ftreet de Montmartre, A thouſand jealous ad- 
mirers envied my good fortune, and ſaw rae carry 
eff my conqueſt r my vanity was indulged, and 
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hoped very ſoon to have my love gratified. Upon 
entering her houſe, I found that agreeable and af- 
fecting ſolitude, which announces a premeditated 
victory over a provident miſtreſs. My rivals had 
diſappeared, and every thing had ſeemed, to con- 
ſpire in rendering my triumph compleat. The 
couſin was probably employed at the ſame time in 
beftowing a triumph, and we ſupped 7zete-a-zere. 
It was impoſſible that my impatience could long 
reliſh the pleaſures of the table, and I longed for 
the end of our entertainment. 

Unfortunately, I had committed an unpardona- 
ble crime, for my whole attention, the two preceding 
days, being taken up in thinking only of my deſires, 
I had forgot the terms upon which the fair creature 
had conſented to give up one week of her life in 
my favour. The diligent and provident Provence 
poſſibly had ſome avocations which diverted his 
attention likewiſe, as he had no more foreſight 
than myſelf, Yet, if the impatience of my deſires 
had left me time to reflef, I ſhould have thought 
that my word might have been taken, eſpecially 
after the preliminury compliment of the knot of dia- 
monds had been delivered: but who could ever 
imagine, that. the amiable flattering god of love 
was, after all, only a pirate, who would not con- 
ſent to a treaty of ranſom, without the pleaſing 
found of current coin? It was all in vain; I could 
not inſpire my goddeſs with one ſpark of that 
fire with which I was animated :- -penſive and 
frozen, ſhe almoſt thruſt me from her :---ſome 
ſighs etcaped her; but they were not the ſighs of 
tenderneſs, nor of deſire. I was confounded and 
aſtonith-d ; in a timid tone of voice, I ventured 
to ak what ſudden and unlooked for cauſe had de- 
_ prived her of that captivating gaiety ſhe had while 
at the opera. Nothing, ſaid ſhe, with a forbidding 


air. I attempted to warm her frozen heart, by the 
ardour 
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-ardour of the moſt paſſionate tranſports. Cold and 
motionleſs, ſhe endured but partook not of my 
iaptures ; every inftaat ; increaſed my confuſion and 
regret 3 ; I begged, prayed, and conjured her, but 
noching could diſpel that cloud, which interpoſed 
between me, and th at ſupreme Rapp which I 
hoped to have found. expred in her eyes. My 
Lord, ſaid the fair one, fookin 2 at me wit an air 
of ſorrow, you. do not love m 6 1 affect 
thoſe tranſports which you do ns bol? J had ro- 
courſe to the ſtcongeſt oaths, Tos Tat end, ſaid 
ſne, theſe triting atturances ; 2 Every — 2y they are 
Invited upon us, but at the ſame time, with an in- 
tontion of violating theſe. fooliſh prete eſtat' ons. Ah! 
my Lord, you are ve TY amiable, but Sir Walter 
joved me wut fincee Section: Notwitulanding 
the impreſion wich the fight. of you has made 
upon my.heart, I cannot help reflecting upon bis 
leparture vaich regret. If . you. knew with what 
candour and fir HE he acted! Although * 
hare been but a few days in Paris, I alr ready fin: 
little of the Frenchman in you; I dread that "79 
poſition.— Ho, fd I, a little oi the Frenchman? 
— 7 CS, intoxicated wach the iden of your oven me- 
rits, you imagine per: aps, like them, that a woman 
is ſufficiently rewarded for the preference ſhe gives 
you, by having polteftton of your pert don. Your 
figure is molt engaging ; and you may flatter your- 
ſelf upon that herd with much more propriety 
than moſt of theſe gentlemen ; but experience has 
taught me to prefer the real and ſolid proofs of 
your countrymen, to all the charms which art and 
nature have it in their power to beſtow. 

did not ſufticiently comprehend Mademoiſelle 
*, and I likewiſe exhauſted myſelf in fruitleſs 
ſpeeches, without laying hold of what was moſt eſ- 
ſential. Finding that I did not comprehend her 
meaning, the fair creature was quite diſconcerted, 
and making a pretence for quittiag the room, left 

me 
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me with Sophy, who had juſt entered, probably 


truſting to her management for informing my 
youth and ſimplicity. 

The favourite waiting-maid cleared up the mat- 
ter without much ceremony, by informing me of 
the cauſe of that reſerve, and thoſe ſcruples which 
J had not conceived. My Lord, ſaid the, Made- 
moiſelle is a fteady, provident girl; experience has 
inſpired her with the ſpirit of precaution ; we know 
very well how you traniatted your affair with Ma- 
demoiſelte ***'s and, without flattering ourſelves, 
we think we may carry our pretenſions at leaſt as 
high !—our honour is called upon to ſupport theſe 
claims, My miſtreſs has not a Mamma to enter 
into treaty for her, but I {ee plainly that you have 
not fulfiiled your agreement. As my miſtreſs is a 
woman of her word, ſhe is full of doubts, every 
time ſhe is deceived; —But ſaid J haſtily, I waited 
the moment of Sir William's departure, and Pro- 
vence Ah! my Lord, Provence forgot the 
main thing; he talked of returning again, when 
every obſtacle ſhoui4 be removed. 'Tnele words 
let me into the matter at once, and ſhewed me 
the foundation of Mademoiſelle s {cruples, and 
I had the remedy in my pocket-book, but in look- 
ing for it there, I was afraid to ſee how much it 
had lot in weight and ſubſtance. | 

Although my character had never been influ- 
enced by intereſted motives, and that they had 
never made me haſitate in the pratification of any 
of my paſſions, I believe if I had not ſpied the ti- 
tle to my Spaniſh treaſures, upon which I had ſe- 
cured an indemnity for all my fooliſh preſents, I 
ſhould have ſhut up my pocket-book, without hav- 
ing courage enoug 1 to extract the remedy for the 
fluctuating diſpoſition of my new miſtreſs. The 
reader will remember that it was a thouſand louis 


d'ors. My finances were got ſo low, that * or 
three 
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three ſuch preſcriptions muſt bring to an end all 
thoſe recipes which expand the bloſſoms of the love 
of our theatrical Armidas. 

'The Abigail run to repair my omiſſion, without 
loſs of time, and inſtantly her miſtreſs returned. — 
What a metamorphoſis ! Her face was clothed in 
ſmiles, her looks were tender, her complaiſance ex- 
ceſſive; however, my happineſs was deferred til! the 
next day; my relenting divinity pleaded, with re- 
gret, ſuch reaſons as were to be reſpected. Com- 
pelled to yield to her delicacy, I found my deſires 
the more inflamed, but I was obliged to ſubmit. 
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7 Y ceſires were Ir; it: ted by diiappoint tment. 


2 I had 10 n rd: * ly 151 ed the nap Pine is 1 TX 
j cted to have ſeized tic frſt inſtant of our tete-a- 
icte / bat it had eicaped me, like the waters from 
the lips of Te Ate“us. I pa ed the night in impa- 
tience, and the — . waked, my madnels roſe 
to ſuch a pitch, that in order to gain a ready and 
com pleat victory, 1 dctermined to increaſe my li- 
beralities ſo high, that the fair one ſhould find it 
impoſnble to reſiſt them. That very moment I 
jent for a jeweller. One of my occaſional va- 
lets, who probab'y gueſſed for whom my intended 
purchaſe was deſtined, offered to bring Mr. Crook, 
who was employed Ey Mademoiſelle * *, I con- 
ſented to it. In a few minutes he came, and diſ- 
played before me a dozen dazzling Fcrains. 

I was in ſuipenſe apout the choice, when the 
Doctor came featorably to determine me. AM 
Lord, ſaid the tradeiman, I luckily have ſomething 
which I met with by zccident : it is clegant, and 


you ſhall have it 5 bargain. He then drew out 


of his pocket a nec «lace, which we viewed with ad- 
miration. He rated it at the moderate price of 
twelve tnouſand livres; 1: truth, laid! 10, 1 um giuv- 
ing it vor for nothing. My friend, the phy lian, 
aſtected to examine this trinket with the icrupulous 
nicety of a connoiſſeur. He commented upon 
every nog 8 concluded with ſaying, it muſt 
be allowed, that it is not dear. To take five hun- 
dred louis es out o my pocket- bock began tn 
em i \rraſs 
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embarraſs me; however, I could not reſiſt the de- 
ire of am a f gure on this important occaſion. 
I took the Doctor afide. in order to impart my ditti- 
culty to him. —P” ſhaw |! p'ibaw ! replied he, m_ 
loud, it is a trile—your Lordthip will not let the 

prevent you. Mr. Crock is a friend of mine, = 
Joves to make things eaſy. If the jewel ſuits you, 
be will be content with your note. —How ! my 


Lord, replied the obliging and polite jewelle r, my | 


whole ſte 1 is at your ſervice. If thee diamonds 
an do you any pleaſure -I may. notwithſtanding, 

take ſuch arrangements as you ſhall think proper. 
—80 n ch generolity a and contdence made me in- 
capable of entertaining the leaſt juſpicion of Mr. 
Crook, and without even im: gining 1t poſitble, 
that a mn of his caſt wont] overcharge me, I in- 
e. him to err the diamonds | himſelf to Ma- 

moiſelle * * Nothing more 35 — than 
at your Lordihip will give, me a few words of ac- 
knowledgment. He immediately drew out a note 
for the value, which I ſigned. 


By the help of gold, Jupiter eiuded the vigi- 
lance of Danaus, and ſof:encd the cruelty of his 


daughter. Under the form of that all powerful 
metal, he even made his way into the brezen 
tower, where ſhe was confined. Diamonds work 
as great miracles, 

Loaded with my preſents, the fair * ſhewed, in 
her turn, the moit eager impatience to crown ſo 
judicious efforts to pleaſe her. Mr. Crock deli- 
vered her compliments of thanks like an orator, 
end aſlured me, that I was expected with impatience. 
I ew thither in my morning-dreſs; how pom 
you are, my Lord, cried my Princeſs, when the ſaw 
me enter |! Indeed, my Lord, you are irreſiſtible. 
—l anſwered, —ſne replicd. The reader ſuffers his 
ima; gination to take wing, and haſtens before me to 
Ent the ſcene. But he is miſtaken. The dex- 
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trous ſemoJe pl yed her part admirably well ; this 
was net her twit eflay. She was interrupted at the 
very moment—upon which ſhe eagerly ſaid to me, 
ſo ha py a day oi:ght to be cloſed with an enter- 
tainn ent :---this — eng expect you, I intend to 
cio you in the pret ſence of all your rivals. We 


muſt part; there is {ome company coming. My 


enchantreſs re- conducted me to the anti- chamber, 
where I compleated my intoxication, by kiſling her 
beautiful hand, and drinking from her looks large 
draughts cf love and folly. 

I drehed myſelf, and went with the Doctor to 
dine at Baron. . . s, whoſe vaſt conceptions had 
engaged me in the judictous ſcheme that em- 
boldened me to empty my pocket-book. From 
the Baron's, I went to 14 myſelf at the Opera, 
from whence, more light and brilliart than Ze— 
phyr, 1 flew to find my Flora. It was near ten 
o'clock, when I arrived at Mademoiſelle * s. 
What a confuſion, what a noiſe—forty coaches bar- 
ricaded the entry. The coachmen were reeking 
in the gate-way. A multicude of lacqueys croud- 
ed the anti-chambers ; fifty elegant Petit Maitres, 
and the like number of adorable nymphs, futtered 
in the apartments. The eyes of ſo many happy 
mortals were turned upon a ſingle perſon. The 
men, by their * looks, emed to envy his 
happineſs, and the women to watch his glances. 

This happy man was I; indeed, the bliſs was 
well worth more than I could 2 85 My pocket- 
book, why waſt thou not then full? I would wil- 
lingly have parted with thee in exchange for a ſin- 

le moment of this pleaſure. 

The ball begun. The company made me open 
it with the miitreſs of the houſe. My ears rung 
with irfidious encomiums.— Tis love dancing with 
the moſt beautiful of the graces, ſaid they. 


Let the reader figure to himſelf fifty young French- 
men, 
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men, thus with ironical praiſe, playing up a poor, 
uf, aukward booby, rendered fili more ridicu- 
lous by the magniſicence of his accoutrements, and 
whoſe ſtupid vanity made him take every thing 
they ſaid for current coin.— I was made much ot, 
encircled, carefled—Men, women—the whole com- 
pany rivalled each other in paying their court to 
me. At midnight, a magnificent cold collation 
was ſerved up, after which the dance was reſumed. 
While part of the gueſts were enjoying this amuſe- 
ment, others were rambling through apartments 
opened on purpoſe, and lighted in exact proportion 
to the different ſcenes deſigned to be acted in them. 
On the other ſide, ſeveral parties engaged in deep 
play. Two Marquiſſes, and a Knight of Malta, 
challenged me to try my fortune. Ihey managed 
their buſineſs ſo artfully, and were fo engaging, 
that it was not in my power to reſiſt them. For- 
tune, doubtleſs jealous of the favours that were to 
be laviſhed on me by love, had reſolved to mitigate 
their exceſs by the moſt crue! rigour, and the de- 
mons of hell certainly conſpired with her to lead 
me aſtray. I was affected with a delirium ſtill 
more violent than when with Major Saggs, though 
that might have been in ſome ſort excuſed, as ba- 
ing the effect of intoxication ; in ſhort, in leſs than 
two hours, the unfortunate pocket-book was en- 
tirely blown up, and nothing remained but the 
hopes from Spain. Love! Love! art not thou 
then the mot powerful of the deities? At that 
moment I felt a rage, which all thy ſweets were 
incapable of calming. In vain did thy myrtles 
preſent themſelves to my eyes, my frozen tenſes 
were.dead to the moſt charming hopes which thou 
could inſpire. | 

What was ſtill more fatal, the enormous ſum 
had loſt, began to tranſpire. Already, they who 


had eagerly fixed their eyes upon me, turned away 
| with 
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with in difference. The leaſt inhuman co ten ter 
themſelves with coolly pitring me, my t altero!s 


mi:tre{s, employed in collecting the winnings CF a 
pool, ſeemed ignorant or revardlef; of my mis 
fortune. Ire fected upon Pong rapid a change; 

gloomy and penſtve at t firſt, the fear of ſoon 9 
into a a paroxyſm of fury, made me haſten to quit a 
Place, K at t my © antrance, 1 had ige en- an image 
of heav oy Wwnich now only preſented to me 
hell in 41 its horrors. a pailed through anti- 
chambers Roatine g with the nauicous effects of the 


2 ! 
jatoxication of froving ! Iacqueys, and.tarowing mx- 


A). : : 
ſelf 1 into my carriage, haſtil) ordered the amazed 


coat mian to drive to the h: rel, 


py" es 3 0 1 - 
Provence ne er dreamed of fitting up for es ho 
i 


24 


4 


therefore got up to undrels me. — cad God my 
Lord ! cried he, I thouphre you in the arms cf 
tlie tinet w dman in Paris. I ſe you. pa le, ex- 
hauſted, an your looks wild and fuclous. Mon- 
;eur Provence, fail] to him in a ſullen tone, your 
countrymen are great rogues.— NI ond, they are 
to be met with in every country.—I have the mis- 
fortune to meet wich none but ſuch.— Ihe reato is, 
that men of worth mull be courted, and thœ%ũ was 
are not, court us. 

I was ſurprized to hear this moral ſentiment 
from the mouth of tlie agent of my pleaſures.— 
I did not know that the vices of dependants are in 
a great meaſure owing to their ſituation, and that 
commonly they are copie s of e ee Lord, 
added he, you muſt take a little reſt: if you deign, 
to-morrow, to give me a particular account of your 
mis! fortune, [ will try to find a remedy.— 1 
ed; luis reſlections ſeemed to me impertinent and 
out of ſcaſon.— I went to bed in a gloomy ſtupid 
ſilence. When my curtains were drawn, I fell a 


prey to regret and diſquiet. My imagination wan- 


dered in ſ:arch of reſources to ſupply the exigen- 
C1C3 
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cies of the moment. The mines offered me only a 
. diftant compenſation. At laſt, I forced myſelf to 
1 ground a hope upon the good offices of the Doctor. 
By help of this illuſion, I recovered my ſpirits ſo 
3 that I even vented a ſigh for Mademoiſelle 
* *, I was again ſeized with my original giddineſs, 
and taxed myſelf with weakneſs for my departure. 
After theſe excellent reflections, I tried to ſleep, 
but in vain: it was not till day appeared, that 
ſlumber deigned to cloſe my eyes. 
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DAY Tus TWELFTH. 


Prudence of Doctor A retreat which J ongh; 


to have expected. 


HE cool reflection of the morning preſented 
to my mind the true ſlate of the evening's 
tranſactions, accompanied with all its horrors, 


Theſe charming men, and ſeducing women, no 


longer appeared j in my eyes but a par reel of fooliſa 
pick- pockets, and wor chleſs courtezans. In vain 
did I attempt to reſtore that varniſh, by which I 
had at firſt been ſeduced. My ſad diſaſter engroſſ- 
ing my thoughts, the illuſion fled far away; 
I ſaw all their baſeneſs, and all my own folly. _ 

I ſent for the Doctor, who had not been at the 
entertainment; and I charged my misfortune to 
his abſence ; 1 wiſhed for his advice and conſola- 
tion. He at laſt came. Ah! my dear friend, ſaid 
I, I am ruincd! My pocket-book-—-What! faid 
he, is it empty?- Here he was ſtruck dumb, and 
ſtood quite mute, with a frozen look, and his eyes 
glewed to the cieling. As he continued in pro- 
found ſilence, I do not know, added I, to what J 
Mall have recourſe. ----- My Lord, faid he, this 3s 
very unfortunate.---Wetil, my dear Doctor, I have 
need of your advice and aſſiſtance.— You have 
quite confounded me, but your banker, * *---- 
{ am exceſſively vexed that your credit, which you 
have ſo unfortunately exhauſted, was not upon * *, 
We were interrupted by a letter which was brought 
me. I ſaw in Engliſh what follows: 


Mr 


„ ß ß 


by 
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3 
My Loa p, 


« My affliction is exceſſive; I regretted exceed- 
ingly your having left my houſe 15 abruptly laſt 
night, yet conſidering every thing, perhaps it was 
rather fortunate, for you mult have been witneſs 
to an affront which I received, and your preſence 
could have only made it more affecting. Al! my 
Lord, what a difference between the liberty of this 
country and yours. Only think, I have been 
found fault with for the ball which I gave, and be- 
cauſe I permitted gaming in my houſe. Forgive 
me if I fay that your imprudence in ſome degree 
has occaſioned me to be thus expoſed, you are in 
the number of thoſe who are ſaid to have reaſon to 
complain, yet you know that every one was left to 
his own inclination. Conſider, my Lord, what it 
is for ſuch a woman as I to be reprimanded, I 
conjure you do not come here this day, &c.“ 


] have in a great meaſure forgot this charming 
epiitle, however, I have at leaſt given the ſpirit 
and ſubſtance of it. I ſhould be athamed to tran- 
ſcribe the anſwer which I ſent; I will only ſay that 
it was of a piece with that credulity and unfortu- 
nate milkineſs which had led me, to ſay nothing 
more, from weakneſs to weakneſs. 

I ſent it by one of my people. He found that 
the lady was decamped: She had got into the 
Marquis de “'s carriage immediately upon the 
breaking up of the ball, after writing the Adieu, 
which 1 had juſt received. A brutal ignorant por- 
ter, fill filled with the fumes of the wine, which 
he had ſwallowed the evening before, gave this ac- 
count to my melienger, who repeated it to me 
without reſerve. | 

Ruined at play, betrayed, or rather tricked a 
ſecond time by love, judge what was my rage. 

| 8 2 'There 


* 
1 
= 
- * 2 2 . 
tf od 
* pk YT 
4 - 
l 4 * 
« = 


124 Tax ENGLISHMAN's 


There did not remain the leaſt illuſion to divert 
my attention, and the veil which ſhould have dropt 
from before my eyes, was torn away by violence. 

The Doctor, with whom I was engaged at the 
time I received the letter, which I juſt now men- 
tioned, diſappeared molt expeditiouſlv, while I was 
writing the anſwer..——When I enquired for him, 
I was told that he had left the hotel.——l fent to 
his houſe but he was not at home. O my exhauſted 
pocket book! How you change people. 

Left to myſelf I ſpent the reſt of the day in crue! 
perplexity, till I was worn out with vain projects, 


which, to ward of the amen fate pre ſented 
to my view. 
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DAY Txz THIRTEENTH. 


An unexpeted accumulation of misfortunes-Bitter 
' difgrace.---Conſolation.---- An extraordinary meet- 


ng. 


FTER all the misfortune; which had befallen 
me during twelve days reſidence in this capi- 
tal, I could not expect that fate had reſerved diſ- 
graces a thouſand times more irkſome for the thir- 
teenth, What had happened hitherto was but a 
prelude jo what. J was deſtined to ſuffer. After 
every thing had been united which could humble 
my vanity” and puniſh my imprudence in ſecret, 
the moſt ſhameful vexatious and the moſt diſgrace- 
tul affronts were fill to be added. 
laving pailed the night in reſtleſs agitation, I 
felt jome ſtuiging pains towards morning, which 
being local, the "cauſe could not be mitta * and 
the diſcovery filled me with the greateſt horror. 
Ye young and imprudent trayellers, howeyer little 
you may have cultivated opera acquaintances, ye 
undoubtedly underſtand me; but more eſpecially 
if your connections have been formed by people 
whoſe profeſſion depends upon ſores and ſwellings, 
you can icarcely have eſcaped ſuch accidents. My 
blood being put in a ferment by this woeful diſco- 
very, was rendered ſtil] more corroſive by the moſt 
oppreſiive reflections. I ſhed tears of anger and 
diſtraction, and with horror recollected the execrable 
* I was plunged in an abyſs dug under my 
feet, by repentance, ſhame, and deſpair, hon 
Mr. Crook, the honeſt dealer, who had given me 
credit for the necklace, which I had ſent to che 
treacherous Mademoiſelle * *, was announced. 
My 
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My Lord, ſaid he, in a ſmooth tone, I come to 
receive payment of your Lordſhip's note. I was 
aſtoniſhed at a demand ſo unexpected. How, _ 
I, with a favltering voice, and turning pale like 


criminal, which the jeweller obſerving ; -yes, my 


Lord, ſaid he, in a more ſevere manner, I am in- 
formed that you are goine to ſet out for England. 
I am perſuaded that you did not propoſe to depart 
until you had ſettled with me; I have come, 1 
ſet out for England! there is not the leaſt like li- 
hood of it. Yes, my Lord, I was informed of it 
laſt night from good authority; ; there were ſo many 
circumſtances added, when [ was made acquainted 
with your intentions, that I thought it prudent to 
be provided againſt all events; but ] ſhould think 
myſelf much to blame, if I did not behave | in the 
moſt unexceptionable manner to your Lordthip. 


The decree which I have procured is only a form, 


by way of precaution, becauſe I am certain it is 
very far from your thoughts to do me an iWury. 
Your going away in a clandeſtine manner, is only 
a chimera of thoſe people who ſent me the informa- 
tion. It is very poſſible, that you have reaſons to 
haſten your return to England, without any inten- 
tion of carrying off tac property of a poor tradeſ- 
man. 

At every word which my doubtful and cautious 
creditor pronounced, I vas more and more thun- 
derſtrucx. That indignation which ſuch injurious 
treatment could not fail to infpire, ſucceeded to 
my aſtomſhment. Circumſtanced as I was, I 
ought to have reſtrained my anger, but being pro- 
voked by all. the misfortunes and inſults which 
poured upon me at once, I forgot that the man 
who is in debt, has pledged his liberty to the per- 
ſon to whom he is become a debtor; and giving 
fall ſcope to my rage, I impradently abuſed the 


man, in whoſe power J had put myſeif, He by 
plie 
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plied to my fruitleſs meproackes, with the threat- 
nings which he did not dclay to put in execution. 
The fiery Pr OVENCE, no leis provoked than I was, 
drove him with violence out of my apartment. 
In the ſtruggle the enraged Mr. Cook dropped a 
note out of his pocket, which one of my people ha- 
ving picked ap, inſtantly put it in my hands. 
opened it, but how great was my aſtoniſhment, 
when, in well known characters, I haſtily read 
what follows : 


S1R, 


„ The obligations which I owe you, and the 
good underſtanding which ſhould ſubſiſt between 


us, oblige me to inform you that he young foot ru 


ined ' himſelf laſt ni ight at my houſe, It is not 
enough that I get rid of him; you likewiſe thould 
be fatished. The ſudden retreat of his countryman 
two months ago, ſhould be a leſſon to you to take 
the neceſſar precautions betimes. As for me, J 
am going to the country with the little Marquis, 


and, at our return, you and I ſhall ſettle our little 
matters. Burn this.“ 


Horror and diſmay made me let the paper drop 
from my hands. The infernal furies could not 
equal the extaſy of my rage: it was ſo violent, 
that I was almoſt ſuffocated. I ſent to inquire for 
the Doctor, and my meſſenger brought word that 
he too was gone 1nto the country, to paſs two or 
three days with a patient. A patient! cried I, 

tis the only one ;--the firſt ſince my arrival in Pa- 
ris J penetrate the myſtery of this mquity. 
The villain ſhares with the others in the booty! I 
had not ſtrength ſufficient to ſay any more :---hor- 
ror, at ſuch a number of treacheries, plunged me 

for a couple of hours, into a ſituation difficult to 


deſcribe, 


' 
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deſcribe, and when I began to recover, I fell into 
new perplexity. My imagination repreſented all 
the miniſters of juſtice ſurrounding me, and ſet on 
by the crowd of infamous wretches, who had en- 

ſnared me into this abyſs“. . 

There was not à moment to be loſt, and it was 

high time to take ſome meaſures. I tent in ſearch 
of my implacable creditor, to tell bim that he 
might come and receive payment. My meſlenger 
found him but little inclined to return, yet the 
hope of touching the money brought him back. 1 
know, Sir, ſaid I to him, as ſoon as he entered, it 
is cnly the villains who have robbed me, that 
could inſpire vou with thoſe apprehenſions which 

made you-inſult me, but that does not ſignif, 

they muſt be diſſipated. TI have adeed of conſidęr- 
able value, which I propoſe to place in your hands 
as a ſecurity till you receive payment, My Lord, 
faid he, . notwithſtanding the uſage J have to com- 
plain of, and preſſing demands for money, I {hall 
til! think myſelf happy in being uſefal to you, and 
will give into any meaſure that is reaſonable. 
Well, Sir, replied I, if you are not paid in a month, 
the deed ſhall be your own. O, my Lord, I only 
ak what is my dye, with the lawful intereſt, which 
is bnt reaſonable. Far be from me the tricks of 
hard unreaſonable ſouls, who get poſſeſſion of 


pledges, three and four times the value, and the 


very inftarit of forfeiture, confifcate tzem to their 

own advantage. 
then took the precious bond for the ſhare in the 
mines out of niy pocket-book ;---here Sir, ſaid J. 
here is your ſecurity, After having glancec over 
it, he coldly replied, is this all the ſecurity you 
ave to give me? How all! This deed yep © 
three 


* The ſenſe in the original is here very dul icus, 
but the tranſlator hopes bs has given the meaning, 
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three thouſand louis d'ors, and you cannot have it 
for five thouſand upon the *Change. He ſmiled 
with a look of contempt. My Lord, I have ſome 
ſuch as this to ſell you for fifteen hundred livres, 
and in eight days time they will fetch no price. 
Good :morniap to you, my Lord, I kiſs your hands, 
my time is precious. If your money is ready, {end 
it to my houſe before one o'clock. He then went 
away. I remained ſpeechleſs, and more enraged 
than before; I was ſtupified with deſpair, which 
deprived me of all powers of thinking. Frighten- 
ed at having made fo great a facrifice for nothing, 
I waited my misfortune in ſilence, and with a wiid 
inſenſibility. <7 

he fatal hour had but juſt ſtruck, when I was 
arrefed in the King's name. Had thunder fallen 
at my feet, it could not have had a more terrible 
eſfect. At ſight of the bailiffs who ſurrounded me 
I roared like a lion; T foamed at the mouth, and 
the tears ſtreamed in torrents down my cheeks. I 
was obliged to go, arid was carried to the Fort l- 
veque with Provence. Having arrived at an abode, 
. Whoſe horrors were ſo new to me, I felt a cold 
weat all over my body ;---the ſight of ſuch hide- 
ous monſters as were before my eyes, with the noiſe 
of twenty wickets, which were opened with a rat- 
| tling din, made me ſtart moſt terribly. Having 
traverſed ſeveral apartments of this dreadful dwel- 
ling, between two rows of priſoners, who were at- 
tracted by curioſity to gaze at me, I came to a 
gloomy retreat, which I was told was the place al- 
lotted for me; -I threw myſelf, or rather I fell 
without ſtrength, and almoſt inſenſible, upon a 
wretched truckle bed without furniture, which was 
ſanding before me. I continued ſobbing and in 
tears till the evening, without being able to reply 
to the comfort which the diſtreſſed Provence em- 
ployed to raiſe my exhauſted —_ I refuſed 9 
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kind of nouriſhment ;--I was ſo overwhelmed, that 
if the ftinging pains which avenged inſulted mo- 
deſty had not, from time to time, received a diſa- 
Teeable recollection of my hateful exiſtence, my 
Seton would have been like death itſelf. 

About fix o'clock in the evening, the horrid 
noite of keys rattling, interrupted that ſilence which 
reigns under the hideous vaults of this frightful a- 
bode. My door was opened, but what was my 
thame and confuſion, when I ſaw the Chevalier“ * 
and Bouillac. At ſight of them, I quickly turned 
my head, and with my hands endeavoured to hide 
my face, while my tears flowed with double vio- 
lence, and my diſtracted ſoul was ready to expire. 
Wherefore this affliction? faid the Chevalier“ , 
in the moſt gentle manner, we are your friends, 
and come here only to oblige you. The report of 
the inſult which you have ſuffered, has reached us ; 
we have not heſitated a moment ;----do us the fa- 
vour, my Lord, to accept our good offices, in re- 
turn for the confidence which we requeſt. I have 
brought Bouillac with me, becauſe I am certain 
that his good heart will engage him to ſerve you 
with his wonted activity. . 

I caſt a melancholy look towards them ;- -an 
emotion of melting gratitude made me lay hold of 
the Chevalier“ 's hand; but, ſeized with ſhame 
and confuſion, I inſtantly let it go, and ſunk again 
upon the bed. Courage, my dear friend, ſaid he, 
youth may be guilty of ſome follies, but our friends 
ſhould be permitted to extricate us. Explain your- 
ſelf openly, without which we can do nothing. A 
little encouraged by theſe expreſſions, I recovered 
ſtrength, while I was interrupted by ſighs and tears, 
to explain the circumſtances and cauſe of my an- 
gui. There is not in all this ſufficient cauſe for 

deep affliction, ſaid Bouillac ; we ſhall defer 


do another opportunity, making ſuch reflections as 
your 
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your ſituation might produce, but at preſent, we 
muſt think of getting you out of this dreary abode. 
Vour banker muſt be made acquainted with your 
neceſſities, and the ſpeedy conſumption of the credit 
which you had upon him, may be ſupplied by his 
confidence in us. I am ſorry, ſaid the Chevalier 
**, that I cannot get you releaſed before to- mor- 
row morning, but we muſt endeavour, for this 
night, to procure all the comfort and convenĩencies 
which can be collected in fo ſhort a time, and in 
ſuch a place. Take courage, I leave you that I 
may be employed to abridge your confinement ; 
and going away, he leſt Bouillac with me, whoſe 
tender and indulgent friendſhip entirely cured my 
deſpair, and, by calm reflections prepared to amend 
thoſe faults for which I bluſhed moit ſincerely.- -- 
The keeper of the priſon did not delay, but made 
me walk into a more convenient and decent apart- 
ment. After making me take ſome ſlight nouriſh- 
ment, the Chevalier Bouillac bedewed with my 
grateful tears, quitted me with watery eyes. 

I began to breathe. Like an unfortunate wretch 
dragged from the bottom of a deep river and gra- 
dually reſtored to life by draining off the ſuffocatin 
flyid, my ſoul began to ſurmount her ſorrows. ? 
grew drowſy from fatigue, notwithſtanding the a- 
cute pains with which my body was afflicted. 

Atter my mind was reſtored to peace, I ſhould 
have given myſelf up to ſleep, if Provence had not 
announced the viſit of two priſoners, who were 
anxious to ſee me. It was my Lord M... and M. 
P...; he had ſcarce time to tell their names, 
when without waiting any anſwer, they entered al- 
moſt as ſoon as he did. Well, my dear country- 
man, ſaid my Lerd M.. ., by what unhappy ac- 
cident do we find you in our company. As to me, 
I am ſenior of the houſe, and become as good a 
| Phuloſopher as Seneca; -a wiſe man may find hap- 
T2 Pineſs 
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pineſs every where. I live like a king, and don't 
care a fig for the ſcoundrels who had me confined, 

and I would rather continue an age in this place, 
than pay them a ſingle halfpenny. As for poor 
P. . here, his ſtoiciſm is not yet arrived at ſuch 
a pitch as to fancy this curſed Caucaſus, to be O- 
Iympus. He ſometimes laments his ſituation, but 
when he is ſo childiſh, with good wine and punch, 

and ſome pretty girls who come to help us to phi- 
loſophiſe, I bring him into good humour, and 
teach him to bid defiance to misfortunes. 

I hearkened with ſurpriſe to a diſcourſe which 
mult appear very extraordinary in the mouth of the 
perſon who ſpoke it; but without giving me time 
to anſwer, he added, this day is a feſtival with us, 
if you pleaſe you muſt be chearful ;---melancholy 

as never kept her ground in my preſence ; if ſhe 
does, you will be the firſt into whom my advice 
and example has failed to inipire at one and the 
ſame time the inflexibility of Epictetus, and the 

aiety of Democritus. Come, my dear Lord, I 
Want to ſhew you fome philoſophers of my ſchool, 
we have a great number of good company here, 
and many of them more honeſt than thoſe _ 
keep them confined. | 

I would gladly have been excuſed, but FI 
would not admit'of any apology, and I was obliged 
to let myſelf be dragged into Lord Mazareen's a- 
partment. There wasan excellent ſupper, and the 
beſt company of the Fort  Evegue. I could make 
but a ſorry figure at this entertainment. They 
vainly attempted to rouſe me from my filence.---- 
There is a cuſtom eſtabliſhed among us, ſaid Lord 
M. . ., after ſupper, which is, that every new 
comer ſhall make a candid confeſſion of the cauſes 
which have procured to us the pleaſure of ſeeing 
him; and to encourage him, every one in his 


. gives him a — hiſtory of their diſgrace; 
it 
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it is by this early confeſſion that we know one ano- 
ther; therefore, my dear Lord, prepare to give 
yours, and in the mean time liſten to mine. 
Women, wine, play, knaves and pick-pockets, 
in bands, and in feathers, but chiefly a phyſician, 
whom our countrymen frequently quote in ſimilar 
ſituations, and laſtly my own follies, have all co- 
operated to clap upon me this ſtone doublet; but 
the ill deſigning people who were the cauſe of my 
being foiſted up in this place, will have their pains 
for their trouble. Thanks to my philoſophy, I 
enjoy a good ſtate of health, and I hope to tire 
their patience.---It is your turn now friend P. . 
tell us your ſtory without bluſhing or flinching. 
My taftory, my Lord, turns upon the ſame 
points nearly with what you have already heard, 
and the like cauſes have brought me into this pri- 
ſon ; but the great phyſician has ated a more diſ- 
tinguiſhed part in my adventures. I can ſcarcely 
relate my affairs ab ovo, without affixing his name 
to the title. Lou muſt know, then, that I had 
been but eight days in Paris, when I had the miſ- 
fortune to get acquainted with the Doctor. I was 
ſpur'd on a little by the demon of the fleſa, and 
vainly blowed the coal from a ridiculous deſire of 
being the ſubje2 of converſation. Ihe moſt offi- 
cious Doctor diſcovered for me a pretended inno- 
cent, who was under the wing of the S reſt of all 
mammas. I purchaſed, and paid like a Lord for 
fir fruits, which, perhaps, had been already fold 
the hundredth time; but I was not long before I 
diſcovered the impoſition. Provoked at being 
tricked, I withed to retraQ certain engagements 


which I had come under to the ſuppoſed mother; 


but the cautious cunning hag, well verſed in the 
practice, and perfectly acquainted with the ſtyle of 
the notary, had given them a form, to which no 


reply could be made but by payment; but 1 vo 
CEL * 
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not pay, and was therefore brought to this place 
of reflection, where J contend the matter by the 
help of an attorney, who knows the law with all its 
windings and turnings. My ſuit is quite plain. 
By the anecdotes of the life 'f the little Mademoi- 
i „Which I have been able to collect 
from more than one Br=——], I prove that I did not 
receive value, which of courſe renders nu!l my en- 
gagements. I go ſtill farther / error perſonæ, for 
the worthy Madam I. . . promited to deliver 
me her daughter, and her daughter new and chaſte 
as Diana: but the delivered the daughter of a 
mean waſherwoman, in the neighbourhood of the 
Boulevard, where vifginity never yet inhabited. 
You lee, my Lord, my caufſe is a good one, but 
nevertheleſs I am ſhut up here by the interpoſition 
of five or fix F ripicrs*, whom the good lady has 
employed. If it had not been for my Lord M.. 
I ſhould have given up to filly deſpair, and per- 
haps have thrown that money into the laps of my 
periecutors, which I hope to make them purchaſe, 
by going through all the fiftings of the Police; 
beſides, you ſee we live a jolly life here. Your 
health, my Lord, I am glad to ſee you in this 
place. . 
All the gueſts, by turns, entertained me with 
the recital of their hiſtories, which were much like 
taoſe already told, and at laſt it came to my turn. 
My Lord M. and M. P.. . ., ſaid I, have 
— their diſgrace to the faculty. It is to the 
inſtigation of the ſame men, that I am indebted 
for the ſhame and diſgrace of having been guilty of 
more follies in ten or twelve days, and having been 
a greater dupe in that ſhort time, than they have 
been in whole years. I gave them the particulars 
of what happened to me during my reſidence, 2 
when 


* F ripiers are pecple who ell ſecond-hand cloaths. 
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then I had done, comfort you rſelf, ſaid P. 


you are not the only man whom he has led 1 into 2 
{crape, and probably, you will not be the laſt,--- 
Thank God, however, that things have turned 
out in this manner. He has been the cauſe of your 
pains, and that is bad enough, but it would have 
been much worfe with you, if he had undertaken 
to cure them. 

They would have had me ſpend: the reſt of the 
night in their company, and it was with difficulty 
that I could prevail with my Lord M.... to let 
me go to take a little reſt, that I might be able to 
ſettle my affairs next morning ! How ! ſettle, ſaid 
he, you are poing to leave us very ſoon then? My 
Lord, replied I, I have not much philoſophy, and 
Li poſſeſs a handſome fortune.---I had rather ſacri- 
ice my money, and preſerve a ſtrength of mind, 
of which Lam obliged to be an œconomiſt for a 
better purpoſe; . befides, the air of this place, 
however agreeable your good company might make 
it, does not fuit with my preſent ſtate of health. 
Adieu, my dear Lord, get well, and begin again, 
that you may return to us as ſoon as you can; it 
is an even bet that yon will find me here ready to 
receive you. 

L retired quite oppreſſed and worn out with pain, 
but could not enjoy any quiet ſleep for the acute 
torments cauſed by the infection with which I had 
been ſeized, and horrid ſtartings out of frightful 
dreams that my brain was filled with by the hide- 
suſneſs of the place and the diſagreeable occation. 


DAY 
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DAY rus FOURTEENTY. 


Another C onver/ion which followed mine. T- Stor) 
of Monficur Provence. —My geting out of Priſon. 
— H Re/olut* . 


c ROss the ſuTocating 3 of houſes, 
. cloſely crouded together, which ſurround che 
Fort F Eveque, Aurora, who makes her appearance 
later here than to the reſt of Paris, being more 
lazy than me, found I was awake, when, ſhe dart- 
ed her firſt rays between the iron bars which ſe- 
cured my window. I had been employed above 
an hour, in reflecting within myſelf, and bluſhing 
at the thoughts of the palpable artifices to which I 
had been a dupe. Indignation and rage had ſuh- 


fided, and nothing remained but that kind of ſe! E 


contempt, which is fo near a-kin to a ſincere pur- 

ſe of amendment. In theſe firſt moments of my 
returning reaſon, I addreſſed myſelf to Heaven, in 
expreſſions of thankfulneſs, even for thoſe pains 
which were the fad and ſhameful fruit of guilty 


and deceitful —— 


I conſidere 
ing meanneſs, of that baſe, contemptible wretch, 


who had led me into thoſe crooked paths, ſcattered 
with flowers; by which I arrived at vice and deep 
diſhonour. 

Provence was ſnoring ſoundly upon a bed which 
had been prepared for him in my chamber, and na- 
turally became the ſubje&t of my obſervations ; I 
Pad the juſtice to ſee nothing in this domeſtic, but 
the unconcerned and ſubordinate miniſter of my 


cehre?, whether tending to good or evil. Wretched 
effect 


more particularly the ſupple, crawl- 


o ood ok a 
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effect of ſervitude, ſaid I to myſelf,, which makes 
us become worthleſs, though perhaps we are not 
corrupted ! I drew an accurate parallel between 
baſe and ſubmiſſive obedience, and the ſyſtematical 
ſubtilty of a man, whoſe free and elevated rank of 
life, ſhould exalt his foul above the meanneſs to 
which ſervitude 1s obliged to ſubmit. Seeing both 
the one and the other with a caduceus in their 
hands, I could by no means pardon the laſt, while 
an indulgence which appeared reaſonable, inclined 
me to excuſe the other. 

I was reſvlved, however, to waken my ingenious 
valet-de-chambre. As he had been an accomplice 
in my follies, I was willing to convert him, as a 
firſt ſtep to my own. converſion.— I called him.— 
Monſieur Provence, ſaid 1, after what has happen- 
ed, I ought to diſmiſs you from my ſervice. By 
the contemptible piece of buſineſs which you tranſ- 
acted for me with ſo much fill, you contributed to 
hurry me over the precipice. This alone would be 
ſufficient reaſon for my parting from you but I am 
willing to forget the manner by which you aſſiſted 
in leading my youth aſtray, becauſe I dare to flatter 
myſelf, that you will adopt the ſenſible and honeſt 
conduct in future, which I am reſolved to purſue 
with all who ſhall — me. My Lord, 
ſaid he, in that rank where my unhappy circum- 
ſtances placed me, I thought I owed the moſt per- 
ſect ſubmiſſion to your orders; but at the ſame 
time J muſt beg your Lordſhip will do me the fa- 
vour to believe, that it was with no ſmall regret I 
ſaw you give yourſelf up with ſuch unbounded de- 
ſires into all the irregularities into Which you was 
hurried, but it was not my buſineſs to adviſe you, 
eſpecially at a time when my advice would proba- 
bly have been but ill received. I confeſs, with 
ſorrow, that I ated the part of the dog who car- 


_ ried his maſter's dinner on his neck. Not being 
4. able 
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ab'e to ſave it ſrom the greedineſs of thoſe who 
came round me, I took my ſhare. I depend upon 
your Lordſhip's juſtice, however, to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween a poor ſervant, who obeys the orders he re- 
ceives, and the dangerous, fameleſs villain, who 
lays the ſnare, and brings about the oppertunity.— 

Monkſeur . I pardon you, upon condition 
that from henceforth vour honeſty ſhall equal your 
thetoric.—My Lord, I ſhould be exceſſively happy 
never to execute any of your orders, but ſuch as 
will do you honour. I have not profited by ſcam- 


pering over the world: My titration has debaſed 


me; but I ſometimes recollect the principles of my 
youth and education; Ho, ſaid I, your educa- 
tion Les, my education; it was very good, and 
I ought to have made a better uſe of it. If the 
recital of the adventures of ſuch a poor devil is 
worth your notice, you will ſee, my Lord, that I 
frayed in juſt ſuch paths 4s thoſe wy which your 
Lordihip had like to have ruined himſelf; and that 
I may have particular reafons for lamenting the 
exceſs of the lafi error in which you was untortu- 
nately involved. In the courſe of my adventures, 
fatal experience has convinced me, how dangerous 
it is for a ſervant to remonſtrate With his maſter : 
female vengeance has written upon my back, that 
never to be forgotten leſſon; Preſume not to ſay 
any thing to your ſuperiors, but what they wiſh 10 
hear. I teſtified tome curioſity to hear his hiſtory, 
becauſe I wiſhed to know what adventure of his. 
could have any connection with the unhappy courſe 
of events in which [ had been engaged. He began 
nearly as follows : 

«© | was born at Nie. of very worthy parents; 
— my father was a judge loteral, and my mother 
the daughter of a citizen, of eaſy circumſtances, of 
Marſeilles: I am an only ſon, having but one 


ſiſter, who 1 Is at preſent . ſettled at 8 
1 
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At the death of my parents, I might have looked 
for a ſucceſſion of about twenty thouſand c: rowyns, 
and, if my wandering diſpoſition had permitted me 
to make a good uſe of this little fortune, might 
have been at this time a creditable citizen, in good 
circumitances, and have promiſed myſelf to have 
ſate down, at leaſt, on the feurs de-lys, in ſome 
court of judicature : but warm paſſions, and a li- 
bertine ſpirit, made me fly out of all reaſonable 
bounds, and deſtroyed this rational proſpect. 1 
ſtudied at the college of Marſeilles, and in all the 
tragedies which were played by the ſcholars, I ex- 
celled. This little ſucceſs inſpired me with an ea- 
ger deſire to go upon the Hage. I ran away one 
day from the boarding-houte to ſeal to the thea- 
tre, and I was deligh; ed with every thing I ſaw 
there. Among other things, I was moſt ſenſibly 
aſfected with the figure and performance of a young 
actreſs, whoſe eyes ſpoke much more eloquently 
than thoſe of my profeſſor. Before the piece was 
finithed, I found myſclf at once fired with the love 
of Mademoiſelle Victoire, and enſnared by the 
theatrical demon. From that inſtant, I was re- 
ſolved to make my eſcape from college, and I 
watched the favourable opportunity to put my de- 
ſign in execution. I was informed by tome of our 
day-{cholars, who frequented the play-houſe at the 
riſk of a whipping, that the company was about 
to leave Marſeilles, to go and perform at Aix. 80 
ſoon as I knew that they were on the road, I made 
my eſcape, and joined them. My figure had the 
good fortune to pleaſe the manager, and had no 
leſs effect upon Mademoiſelle Victoire, who had a 
conſiderable influence with him, as well as the reſt 
of the company, to whom her beauty and talents 
were very uſeful. I was admitted into the compa- 
ny. I will not tire your Lordſhip with the particu- 
lars of my life as a comedian: it is ſufficient to ſay, 
| U- 2 | that 
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that for two years, I trod the ſtage in all the coun- 
try towns, and gave into all the debaucheries which 
commonly diſtinguith the wandering lives of ſtrol- 
lers. 

Being at laſt tired of rambling, I was reſolved 
to go and try my fortune at Paris, as ] durſt not 
return to my relations, in whoſe eyes the profeſſion 
of a mountebank had made my elopement. inex- 
cuſable. By being on the ſtage, where I had often 
confronted the hiſſes of the audience, I acquired an 
atturance and intrepidity of countenance, which 15 
not to be attained elſewhere.— I very ſoon made a 
great number of coffee-houſe acquaintances, and 
among the reſt that of a little hump-backed Italian 
prieſt, who lived by teaching the language of his 
country, and ſelling antiques, This man was well 
acquainted wita the reſources to be found in a ca- 
pital, and the different dilguiſes which are the 
moſt propitious to the diligent. He adviſed me 
to aſſume the character of Abbe, and offer my ſer- 
vices as a tutor. You are a handſome young fel- 
low, ſaid he, and in this dreſs, you cannot fail to 
pleate ſome reaſonable woman, who will put her 
{on under your care, and without apprehending any 
bad conſequences, may adjuſt matters with you. 
He took upon himſelf to find ſuch a place for me. 
You cannot imagine, ſaid he, what reſources the 
little band affords us, for with it we can get admiſ- 
ſion every where, and it is the eaſy acceſs it pro- 
cures, which enables me to be of uſe to you on the 
preſent occaſion; unhappily, by being obliged to 
live by one's wits, we muſt aſſume the dreſs which 
carries our point the ſooneſt, and under which we 
are beit concealed. 

In about four days after this diſcourſe, my Ita- 
lian came in queſt of me. I have ſucceeded for 
you, jaid he, and you are to go upon my recom- 
mendation to the houſe of Madam * *, who is _ 
| | Wife 
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wife of a counſellor. This couple have an only 
ſon, who is to be your pupil. Mr.“ “is à man of 
threeſcore, that idolizes his fon, and leaves his wife 
to her own diſcretion. You will have very little to 
do with him. The deſire of having an heir made 
him marry Madam * *, about ten years ago, when 
the was about twenty. Satisfied it he could have 
poſterity, nothing with regard to the conduct ct his 
wife, except an indifcreet diicovery, could flock 
him, and ſince ſhe was not equal to the cares of do- 
meſtic economy, he conſented that ſhe ſhould give 
it in charge to ſome other perſon; but this is a li- 
berty which his dear half indulges only with reſerve 
and dignity. At thirty years ef age this woman has 
all the fervour of a warm conſtitution, and a tutor of 
your age and figure, under this habit, which is the 
emblem of diſcretion, cannot fail to be agreeable 
to her. Meet me at five o' clock, at the Place-Rqy- 
ale, and you ſhall be immediately introduced. 

I was exact to a minute at the rendezvous, and 
that evening was introduced at the counſellor's.— 
Madam examining me from head to foot, and ai- 
ter aſking a few trivial queſtions, I was accepted. 
I did not delay in getting myſelf inſtalled in this 
houſe, and foon obſerved that the care which was 
expected in the education of my pupil, was the leaſt 
laborious part of my employment. The Mamma 
was treſh and reliſhing, and if I had been reaſon - 
able enough to be ſatisfied with the domeſtic em- 
ployments, which ſhe provided, I might have lived 
a long time happy in this family, and waited in 
peace for the inheritance of my parents, who were 
Yrovoked at my fooliſh eſcape from Marſeilles ; 
— my libertine temper came to deſtroy my hap- 
neſs. 

We lived on the marſh, and there was a laun- 
dreſs of the F auxbourg St. Antoine, that waſhed for 
tae family, who never came to the houſe without 

being 
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being accompanied by a little brunette about four- 
teen. Notwithſtanding the little care which this 
child took of her charms, my roguiſh, knowing 
eye, ſoon diſcovered a lovely countenance, ind 
more eſpeciaily a certain amorous look, which, 
in the temper I was of at that time, I could not 
withſtand. For ſome time, I ſought to have a lit- 
5 chat with this chick, an d our intimacy was pret- 
fir advanced. One day the happened to be in 
= apartment, helping me to tumble a pair of 
ſheets which ſhe came there in ſearch of, when 
the miſtreſs of the houſe enterc4 abruptly, and 
looked upon this action as a domeſtic robbery, 
Which the probably regretted more than every other 
kind of theft which 1 could have committed. 
Thanks to the lady's amorous conſtituticn, I 
made my peace that very nighe, by making her 
amends with uſury ; but the litt, e laundreis nev er 
«ppeared again. Love is very obſtinate and miſ- 
chievous, 2 and the more a thing is forbidden us, the 
{tronger is our inclination. Fne little girl was ri- 
vetted in my heart, and my only thoughts were 
how to find the means cf ſeeing her again, and ſe- 
during her in my poſleflion. My ſalary as tutor 
vas very genteel, and with other views my pa- 
troneſs provided moſt amply for all my wants; I 
had likewiſe conſiderable perquiſites, and no oppor- 
tunity was let ſlip of making me ſome preſent. On 
New: Year” s-Day, and every other anniverſary, I 
was ſure to get ſomething. With ſo many re- 
ſources, I conceived the project of hiring lodgings 
for Thereſa, and I very — put it in execution. 


During a whole month, I quietly enjoyed the 
ſweets of this clandeſtine union. Madam * * could 
not but be ſenſible of the void in her pleaſures, 
which was a neceffary conſequence, but I concealed 
the cauſe, by feigning indiſpoſition. Far from 

- good lady employed 5 
moi 


fuſpecting any thing, 
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moſt delicate care and attention ſpeedily to repair 
the injury which ſuch precious nealth had ſuſtained, 
but at length, fortune was reſolved to deſtroy my 
happineſs. I could not find a retreat for Thereſa, 
but in ſome houſe where a rigid enquiry was not 
to be made, and to which the officers of the Police 
conſequently ſometimes directed their attention, 
I went there every day towards the evening, on 


different pretences, which the indulgent credulity of 


the amorous Madam *, prevented her from fa- 
thoming. The rude officers of the police love 
dearly to lay hold of an Abbe, and by watching my 
motions, they ſurprized me in the arzns of ry Dul- 
cinea. I reſiſted, which occaſioned feme diſturb- 
ance, and for my pains I had the mortification to 
be icrt to 3. . The mother of my pupil being 
alarmed, no doubt, at not ſeeing me return, applied 
for in formation to the Lieutenant of the Police, 
where it was not digicult to find the clew to ſuch 
adventures as mine, The ſcandalous circumſtances 
which. accompanied this ſecond infidelity, appeared 
to her unpardonable ; . ſhe would neither ſec me, 
nor afford me her protection. 

After fifteen days correction in B——, I was ſet 
at liberty. I immediately went to my little Italian 
Abbe, where I received a moſt ſevere and ſenſible 
reproof. He was charged with the care of reſtoring 
whitever belonged to me, with ſome louis-d'or, 
which the lady's anger did not hinder her gratitude 
from adding to the fees of my ſmall ſalary. 

All this diſgrace did not extinguiſh my extrava- 
gant love. My firſt care was then to trace my dear 
Thereſa, but 1 was a great while beſore I could get 
any intelligence. She had likewiſe been obliged to 
make a retre:it; but as ſhe was young and hand- 
ſome, one of the adminiſtrators took compaſſion on 
her, for having paid the uſual fee to the holy man, 
her captivity was ſoon at an end, when ihe took care 

to 


144 Tis ENGLISHMANYSs 


to find ſhelter for her charms with one of theſs 
obliging women who are uſed to entertain young 
girls that have untortunately been forſaken. 

Thereſa was ſo young and tempting, in ſpite of 
the misfortune that had juſt happened to her, that 
Madam G*** was reſolved to ſet her to rights a- 
gain, in the hopes of profiting accordingly, Her 
virginity being reſtored by a wonderful ſecret, with 
which the matron was acquainted, ſhe had no dift- - 
culty in finding a credulous cuſtomer, who could 
pay well. The flower was offered to the Marquis 
D*, who being delighted with his good fortune, 
very ſoon exalted his prize to the haugaty rank of 
the firſt Lai/es* in Paris. 

One day when I was taking a walk upon the Bou- 
levard to divert m lancholy thoughts, I perceived 
a face in a magnificent carriage, whoſe features oc- 
caſioned ſuch aſtoniſnment, as to deprive me of all 
my ſenſes. They were no leſs than thoſe of The- 
reſa. I was reſolved at any rate to accolt her, 
and profiting by my meagre, worn-out appearance, 
I drew near to her carriage, with my hat in my 
hand, and in the humble poſtyre of an unhappy 
ſuppliant ;,=my fair Princeſs, ſaid I, have com- 
paſiion upon a poor young man, out of employ- 
ment, who has not a penny to carry him home to 
his own country, Mademoiſelle **, (for the hum- 
ble name of Thereſa had van hed) with an air of 
arrogance and incredible preſence of mind, dropt a 
piece of money into my hat, and then turning her 
head, without any emotion, reſunied the converſa- 
tion with ſome Petit- Maitres, who eagerly preſſed 
forward to the oppoſite door of her carriage. Here. 
with aſtoniſhment, I interrupted the recital of my 
velet-de-chambre. How ! was this wretch known 
to you, when I ſent you to her? Yes, my Lord, 
but I had no delire to remind her of my former 
good 


* Lais was a famous Crurtezan of Corinth, 
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good fortune; and I durſt ſtill leſs mention it to 
you, for a reaſon which you ſhall hear. 

I did not know then, obſcure as the origin and 
beginning of a courtezan may be, how rapidly the 
torrent of proſperity leads to forgetfulneſs, ſo that 
from one day to another, they have not the leaſt re- 
collection of what is paſt, and ſuddenly become as 
inſolent as Thereſa. Neither did I know how 
uſeleſs or dangerous it is to attempt to undeceive a 
Petit-Maitre, who prides himſelf in the thoughts of 
being the firit acquaintance of theſe creatures : but 
J learnt it at my colt. | 

The thirſt of vengeance for the inſolent con- 
tempt with which I had been treated, preyed upon 
my*heart, and I was determined to ſatisfy it. My 
imagination was exhauſted, in ſtudying the means 
of getting into her houſe ; but having got into an 
Intimacy with the ſervants of the Marquis, I was in- 
formed that he wanted a running footman. Bein 
nimble and well made, I was reſolved to go and of 
fer my ſervices, and I was accordingly engaged. I 
waited with great impatience for that moment in 
which my maſter ſhould employ me on ſome meſ- 
ſage to my falſe one, and on the very day I entered 
into his ſervice I had that ſatisfaction. More ſwift 
than an arrow from a bow, I flew to a place where 
expected to make an ungrateful wretch bluſh for 
her perfidy ! Poor fool, that I was ! I did not know 
that it is as eaſy to make a river flow back to its 
ſource, as to diſconcert a courtezan. I wanted to 
expoſe her, but ſhe laughed at me; — I endeayour- 
ed to perſuade the Marquis who he had for a miſ- 
treſs, and for my pains was treated as a knave and 
impoſtor ; after having received a thouſand blows, 
I was ſent back, upon her complaint, to the infer- 
nal dungeon where I had been tranſported before, 


for my fooliſh love. 6 [ paſſed 
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I paſſed three whole months there, and during 
this long confinement I had ſufiicient leiſure for 
making r reſlections on my paſt life. I repreſented 
to myſelf > peaceable ſatisfactory lot which a pru- 
dent behaviour mutt have ſecured to me in my fa- 
ther's ee and drew a parallel between it and the 
wretched mortifying life of a wandering mounte- 
bank, without either houſe? or home; and with the 
mean treacherous part of a pimp in the band of an 
Abbe. I repreſented to myſelf the vexatious ſi- 
tuation I was brovght into by thoſe two people, and 
was reſolved, at any rate, to make my peace with 
my father, the Judge, and like the prodigal fon, 
return to Rzez, carrying in my hand the ſtaff of 
the pilgrim. 

The very inſtant I recovered my liberty, I put 
in execution this laudable projet, but when I ſet 
cut, I did not know the dangers to which a young 
man is expoſed on the highway. I had no other 
means to ſupport me on the road but the benevo- 
lent charity of people, whom chance might throw 
in my way. At ſome diſtance from Lyons, I ac- 
coſted a luſty man, who, like myſelf, was travelling 
on foot, and whoſe temper ſeemed to be frank and 
chearful. I acouainted him with my ſituation, 
and nobody could be more complaiſant. He took 
compaſſion on a poor unfortunate young man of 
family, and offered to pay my expences while we 
ſhould be together, When we were about to part, 
he ſaid, if you will give me a fimple receipt for the 
money, that your relations may ſettle with me, I 
will give you wherewithal to carry you home. I 
was delighted with the benevolent heart of this 
worthy man, and I thanked heaven for this fortu- 
nate meeting. Having arrived at the inn where 
we were to fleep that night, my companion ordered 
the beſt of every thing in the houſe, and likewiſe 


made me drink plentifully. I was ſomewhat aſto- 
niſhed 
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niſhad at the magnificence of the pilgrim, but my 
outh banithed reitettion, and I readily gave up to 
whatever he propoſed. Before we parted, he gene- 
rouſly lent me ten crowns, for which I ſigned an 
obligation, which he drew up in what manner he 
pleaſed, for I did not look at it. 
How great was my ſurprize next morning, when 
I found myſelf waked by a ſerjeant of the regiment 
of **, who told me that I was lifted, and that I 
mult ſet out to join the corps at Calais. I imme- 
diately recollected how I had been tricked by the 
treacherous knave, who had cajoied me in the 
evening, but there was no poſſibility of protecting 
myſelf, and ] was obliged to march. 
I carried a muſket for three years, and at the end 
of that period, having the happineis to ſave Sir 
Charles from a danger which threatened his life, 


that worthy gentleman ney my diſcharge, 1 
went over with him to E England, and becauſe oi 


my good behaviour, he placed me about your per- 
ſon. I beg your Lordlhip's pardon for having let 
myſelf be drawn into the ſame path which I ſaw you 
entering, but it did not belong to me to remoni- 
trate, and I have already had the honour to tell 
you, that in the delirium which then poſſeſſed you, 
you would have taken my advice, in as bad part as 
did the Marquis, who was more undeceived than 
vou would have been, in regard to whores, gam- 
blers, and more particularly phyſicians. 1 ſhall 
find no difficulty in Telolving to ſerve you faithful- 
ly, and I hope by che teſtimony which you will be 
enabled to give of me, added to that of your un- 
cle, Sir Charles, I ſhall accompliſh a reconciliation 
with my unhappy parents, to whom I have been 
a cauſe of ſo much vexation. 

The concluſion of poor Provence's ftory a Reted 
me exceſſively. How! ſaid I to myteif, ſuall a 
man, who has becn a trolling player, a diguiſed 
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Abbe, a diſſolute rake, and mean ſlave, retain in 
his heart, the precious ſeeds of what is good and 
worthy ; while another man, who is placed in an 
independant rank of life, who, by his uſeful] know- 
ledge, ought to aim at the world's good opinion, 
prefers a vicious life without compulſion ! Is it 
from nature that we are ſo perverſe ? If we were 
to fix our eyes only upon one part, we ſhould daily 
ſee ſuch odious examples as would incline us to that 
opinion. 

It was about ten o'clock in the morning when 
Bouillac entered the priſon. He told me that my 
banker would be anſwerable for all the debts 
which I had contracted, and that they were endea- 
vouring to prevent my being the dupe cf the kna- 
viſh plot which was formed by Mr. Crook and 
Mademoiſelle * *. There is another perſon like- 
wiſe ſuſpected of having a hand in it; but after 
all, that 1s the leaſt injury they could have done 
you. Bouillac, in the next place, ſpoke in the 
moſt delicate manaer, of the change in my ſtate 
of health, but it was in vain, for I could not pre- 
vail with myſelf to make any confeſſion upon that 
ſubject. 

After having drawn up a ſtate of my debts and 
my wants, and made a compleat arrangement with 
Mr. G.. , Bouillac and the Banker carried me 
back to my apartment in the hotel de P. R. 

Aſhamed of my conduct, and the date of my 
health, I formed a very ftrange reſolution, and or- 
dered Provence to prepare every thing for our ſet- 
ting out to-morrow for Calais. My Lord, ſaid he, 
do you really propoſe going? Yes, replied I, moſt 
ſeriouſly ; * air of this country is poiſoned, and 


J neither have reaſon nor reſolution to ſhun the 
contagion.— But at leaſt, my Lord, you muſt take 
time to.. , No, ſaid J haſtily, I have nothing 


to do here, and nothing ſhall detain me ; wher eas 
in 
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in England, I muſt endeavour to recover the eſteem 
of Sir Charles. By the confeſſion of my unpar- 
donable extravagance, I may convince him of 
my penitence, without which life and health are 
nothing. | | 

] will poſitively go, and ſwear never to ſet foot 
in Paris, until ſome more years over my head, I 
learn to ſee and act like a rational being.—l ſee, 
my Lord, I muſt obey, and he ſet to work im- 
»-diately, 
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DAY Tus FIFTEENTH. 


Ne Kefectiens upon an imperfeft Laao. My 


Deperture. 


ROVENCE had executed my orders; my 


trunks were packed and fixed upon my car- 
riage, Waen the Chevalier Bouillac came to wait 
upon me. In croſſing the court, he had obſerved 
all theſe preparations. What does all this mean, 
my Lord, are you going to leave us? Mutt your 
real friends ſuffer for the juſt indignation with which 
you have been inſpire by the doubtful characters 
vou have met? Ac leaſt, let me beg of you to be 
10 juſt as to give vourtelf ume to get acquainted 
with ſome others; and J dare ſay you will reſpect 
them. 
I anſwered the Chevalier, by acquainting him 


with particular reaſons which made me anxious to 


_ the ſirſt who ſhould give Sir Charles an account 
of the follies which I had committed; but I took 
care to mention nothing of any phy fical obſtacle to 
my departure, of which he might have taken the 
advantage to prevail with me to defer my journey. 
I pleaced nothing but moral motives, and Bou- 
iliac confirmed them by ſage reflections. You will 
allow, my Lord, faid he, that it is a ſhameful of- 
j-nce to give up a young man ſo early in life, with 
all the re of youth, and ſuſceptible to every im- 
reſſion, entirely to his own management; I am 
aſtoniſhed to ſee fo many inftances « it, from 2 
nation ſo underſtanding as the Engliſh. The error 
15 fl greater in exciting and providing for his in- 


diſcretion, by putting the means of perpetrating 
ſuch 
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ſuch eminent follies in his power, by a law which 
makes him ſo ſoon of age. It is between the age 
of twenty-one and twenty-five, that ſo many young 
Eng! ihmen, by being too ſoon maſters of their 

ortunes, deſtroy their healths, and conſume their 
patrimony in France; and in a manner almoſt al- 
ways equally ridicvlous and ſcandalous. By defer- 
ring that period till the age cf twenty-five, what 
a number of extravagant follies vicu!d be prevent- 
ed! At that time of life, the difference of one 

[iftrum makes a very great alteration in our reaſon, 

If a calculation was to be made of thoſe, who, by 
being too ſoon maſters of themſelves and fortunes, 
have run to ruin, we would ſee that it is to that 
cauſe alone almoſt al} thefe misfortunes are to bo 
aſcribed. Your Lordſhip will no doubt make a 
fipure one day in the Britiſh ſenate, and I hope 
your patriotiſm will be diſtinguiſhed, by propoſing 
ſo uſeful a lav 7, 2s 5 ſhall put a barrier of ſome more 
years of maturity between youth and folly. 

] was a ſtriking proof of the truth of the Cheva- 
lier's ideas, na too well convinced in my own 
mind, not to r in the ſame manner, and from 
my own experience. People in France may be 
diſpleaſed with me for talking ſuch language, as 
the bread of a number of the moſt induſtrious citi- 
zens in this capital depends upon this Engliſh 
frenzy. More than one ceconomiſt has made a 
good fortune from the money circulated by — 
and J have heard it aſſerted twenty times, that an 
Opera girl procures as much by the prodigalities 
which are laviſhed upon her by your young noble- 
men, than by the exportation of a whole manu- 
facture. This manner of bringing Britiſh gold 
into France, makes no part of my ſyſtem ; I own 
to you, my Lord, that I would rather put an end 
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to the Dreit d' Aubaines, and then your old men 
would not be afraid to come and end their days in 


this country. They would rather prolong their 


lives, by breathing the pure air cf our provinces. 
I Love, begging pardon of the calculators of the 
Ladies aſſemblics, that they would be much greater 
gainers by prolonging your Iv es, than by hurry- 
ing vou in a ſhort time to ruin; however, Lhope 
that by ſo good a diſpoſition as yours, there will 
be no decaſion for the propoſed law to reſtore you 
to thoſe friends they leave behind in this coun- 

try. 
The Chevalier Bouillas then told me, it would 
be proper that I ſhould aſk the Count de , 
and his friend the Chevalier * *, if they had any 
commands to England. I followed his advice with 
the heartieſt inclination. Ile returned with me, 
and did not leave me till 1 got into my carriage, 
when we were ſincerely affected at parting. 

Provence was by my fide, and we paſſed on 23 
far as St. Dennis, without my having pronounced 
one word; however, I felt as if I drew my breath 
more freely the farther 1 got from my fatal reſi- 
dence in Paris. The bitterneſs of ſhame and re- 
pentance, gradually leſſened into a more peaceful 
ſentiment the greater the diſtance I got from the 
theatre of my follies. In ſpite of the pains of a 
diſorder which made me bluſh every inſtant at tne 
cauſe, peace returned to my ſoul, and by the time 
that the ſound of the clocks of Paris was foſt in the 
ambient air, I was almoſt reſtored to my original 


peace of mind. 
It was a fine evening, and while we were on the 


road, I could not help comparing the innocent Joy- 
u 


* The droit d' aubaine is a law, by 'which the 
4 r eperty of foreigners, dying in France, becomes e/- 
ated. 
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ful groups of harveſt people whom I ſaw in the 
country, to the crowds of idle ſaucy footmen, and 
even the corrupted medley of every rank with which 
Paris is contaminated. Ye uſeful and reſpectable 
people, faid I to myſelf,---What ! ſhall worth, di- 
ligence, and virtue, ſow and cultivate, that inſo- 
lent and flothful vice may reap and enjoy! How- 
ever it may be, I would a thouſand times prefer 
your ills in life, and your cottages, to all the de- 
ceitful pleaſures of ſumptuous palaces! Here, at 
leaſt, you meet with no Doctors ;----you are not 
tricked by a Mademoiſelle * *; there 1s neither a 
Mr. Raz, nor a Mr. Croot, nor do you carry about- 
with you the ſtinging recollection of a Mademoi- 
es 

While I gave myſelf up to theſe reflections, I 
had already flown to Amiens. The night did not 
interrupt my journey, and I got to Calais without 


ſtopping; but [ had no true peace of mind, that 


is to ſay without trouble or painful thoughts, till I 
arrived at Dover, | 5 

The reader has ſeen the chain and ſeries of my 
weakneſs and extravagance during a fortnight's re- 
ſidence in Paris; and, however my follies may 
have been accumulated in ſo ſhort a time, he ſhould 
recolle& at every moment, the many which my 
countrymen do not bluſh daily to commit, He 
will even find more than one who has left me far 
behind in the career of vice and folly. May they 
all make amends for their tranſgreſſions by fincere 
penitence, If I can diſcover that they reliſh the 
inſtruction which they may find in the confeflion I 
have been making, I ſhall very ſoon compleat it, 
by giving a recital of my ſecond tour to Paris; in 
which I will endeavour to ſhew, by the contraſt of 
all the indiſcretions I have mentioned, the unſul- 
lied delight ot improving the mind, and gaining 
inſtruction in the ſociety of men of worth and abi- 
lities; and that virtue is as pleaſant and profitable | 
as vice is hateful and ridiculous, on 


[End of the firſt Part.) Y 
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Shortly will be publiſhed, in two Volumes Duodecims, 
written by the celebrated 


CourRTney MELMOTH, 


THE 
PUPIL or PLEASURE. 


Preface to the PUPIL of PLEASURE: 


CINCE the firſt publication of the late Earl of 

Cheſterfield's Letters, to the preſent time, the 
arrows of Cenſure have been levelled at the doctrine 
they inculcate, from every quarter: the wit hath 
had his joke, the verſifier his parody, the moraliſt 
his oppoſing ſentiment, and the divine his grave 
diſſertation. Very ingenious men have taken the 
pen in hand to confront his Lordſhip: his Graces 
have been ſmartly ridiculed; his etiquette humo- 
rouſly expoſed; and Mr. Hunter,* with an ele- 
gance and profundity far beyond the reſt of his re- 
markers, hath penetrated into the very bottom of 
his maxims, ' traverſed him through every double, 
and examined his whole ſyſtem with an analytical 
acuteneſs. 

It is matter of real amazement that amongſt all 
thoſe who have expreſſed themſelves loudly and di- 
ametrically againſt the doctrine vf Lord Cheſter- 
field's correſpondence, none ſhould have yet thought 
of the only method that was moſt likely to manifeſt 
their tendency. The general ſtigma upon theſe 
Letters has been, that they are calculated to re- 
commend deceit, and to conceal the moſt deſtruc- 
tive hypocriſy, under the ſmiling aſpect, plauſible 
eterior, fair-xſeeming ſentiments, and a compla- 
cent flexibility. 


* Author of ſome much admired Remarks on Lord 
Bolingbroke's poſt humous Writings. * 
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In an age of voluptuonſneſs, it is moſt obvious 
to apprehenſien, that maxims, like theſe, would 
have moit weight with the young and diffipated, 
The man of faſhion would find them ſo conſiſtent 
with his plan of ſecurity, that there would be little 
doubt but he would adopt them; and the man of 
expedient and broken fortunes would as eagerly 
catch at a mode of conduct which, without either 


| danger of his neck, or character, might repair his 


purie, promote IS pleaſures, and fave him from a 
thouſand ſhocks that poverty is heir to. 

The eſſence of my Lord Chefterfield's ſy dem 
ſeems to be neither more nor leſs than this: Se— 
cure yourſelf from being blaſted, as he terms it, 
and do whatever you think proper: whatever fan- 
cy, paſſion, whim, or wiekedneſs, ſuggeſt, only 
command your countenance, check your temper, 
and throw be ſore your heart and boſom the ſhield 
of Diſſimulation, and match it-—ſeize it-enjoy it. 

In regard to women never ſurely iſſued from 
the preſs a collection of hints ſo capable of being 
turned to their deſtruction: and the ſex ought to 
be more alarmed at this publication (which, how- 
ever, cre of their &wn {ex has uſhered into the 
wor) than at any wing that ever was pointed at 
their peace of mind, or purity of character. 

How, then, hath it happened, that no perſon 
hath yet put the volumes cf the Earl of Cheſterfield 
into the hand of a hero, who, with a natural ap- 
titude to enjoy every ching within his obſervation, 
might increaſe his felicity very conſiderably, by 
the aſſiſtance of ſentiments ſo admirably ſuited to 
multiply miſchiæf, and to enſure his victory over 
that £ .mphicity, that beauty, and that ſoftneſs, 


which would, thence, be, ſo much the more eaſily, 


thrown off n guard. 

As nothing of this kind, however, has appeared, 
J have ventured to preſent to the public, the ad- 
ventures of a man of birth, rank, figure, and 
character, ardent in the purfuit of he ures, and 


much 


much delighted a, and attracted by, the theory 
of Lord Cheſterkeld, He purchaſes the books, 
finds them agreeable to his palate, ſtudies them 
paragraph by paragraph, thrives under his appli- 
cation, piques himſelf upon his progreſs; and in 
the end, a maſter of his ſcience, invokes the genius 
of his noble preceptor, puts money in his purſe, 
the ineſtimable volumes in his portmanteau, an! 
ſallies into the gay world, armed at all points, the 
PUPIL or PLEASURE. 

Every ingenious precept laid down by the noble 
Lord, this high-bred young gentleman rednces to 
practice, who, taking the ſammer before him, 
makes his attacks at a place of faſhionable reſort ; 
where (fixing with commendable and pre- inſtructed 
acuteneſs upon proper objects) he begins to exem- 
plify, and is as ſucceſsful as the politeſt caſuiſt 
could poſſibly with. 

In the courſe of this hiſtorical illuftration------ 
this biographical commentary on the text of Cheſ- 
terheld------ ample ſcope has been allowed for the 
diſplay of various characters, and particularly ſuch 
as more immediately promoted the main deſign of 
the work, which is, to ſhew the aggravated evils 
in ſociety ariſing from the practice of ſuch pernici- 
ou/ly-pleaſing precepts. | 

To this end, J have made great uſe of the noble 
Lord's maxims, rules, and admonitions, upon va- 
rious ſubjects. The incidents, it is conceived, a- 
riſe, naturally, out of the principles that produce 
them; the contraſt in the characters, eſpecially of 
Houksrux, Senpley, Tuogx rox, Lieutenant 
Vzrxnox, and Sir HEN RT DELMORE, I have en- 


deavoured to render eminent and conſpicuous; 


and although, ſome may think, the cataſtrophe 
and a few of the circumſtances, carried too far in- 
to the pathetic, vet, I am perſuaded, thoſe who 
weigh deeply the precepts of Lord Cheſterfield will 
agree with me in thinking, that, if puſhed into 
F-9.tice by an adventurer, like that which ny 


Lordi} 
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Lordſhip wwou/d have formed out of Mr. Stanhope, 
ſimilar or even greater ſorrows, and vices, would 
invade the community. In ſhort, this hiſtory is 
calculated ſtrongly to prove the truth of Lord 
Cheſterfield's own obſervation, namely, That 
the adoption of vice is likely to ruin ten times 
more young men, than natural inclination,” 


Ven, 
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